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IS Treatiſe I received by: a 
Trader from New-England from 
an unknown hand (a Learned 


Nonconformiſt there, as I gueſs 
him to be.) I had not time to have the Judg- 
ment of ſome judicious Divine here .(for a 
number of them was deſired to be ſent this 
Seaſon into thoſe parts) therefore I have 
adventured to print it 00. my. own Judg+« 
ment ; and tho I will not preſume to be a 
competent judg, yer I may ſay this, that 
It is a brief, ſmart, and (I hope) a' true 
Hiſtory of the darkneſs of Popery, the 
firſt Riſe 'of the Reformation, and the 
great ſtruggles for further Reformation 
ever fince; and all this made good by 
a 2 the 


(iv) 
the Writiags of many Divines of the 
Church of Exgland. 

The Printer having left room at the | 
latter end, I thought good to add a Sheer 
which I received from a Reverend Di- 3 
vige of the Church of Exgtand, which * 
I hope will not offend the Author of this 
Treatiſe, in as much as it may be uſe- ? 
ful to the Reader to cohvince him that 
there are ſome conformable Divines, even _ 
| at this time, that heartily defire and la- ' 


| bor after Union and Communion with 
all the faithful in the Land, whether } 
Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts ; the Church 
| of Exgland having in her Articles given 
| this definition of a Church, v#z. 
| The viſible Church of Chriſt is « Con- 
| gregation of faithful Men, in\ which the 
pure Word of God is preached, and the Sa- 
| eraments be duly adminiſtred according to 
| Chriſt's Ordinance, it all thoſe things that of 
neceſſity are requiſte to the ſame. I leave 
' the Reader to make the Inference. 
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| Vade, Liber, quanquam fis parvus mole, ſed amplum 
Lefori Frutum der Deus Omniporens, 


TO 


S 0 LT S5 


BOOKSELLER. 


S I R, 


HIS is not the firſt time, that you 
have been addreſs'd from an un- 
known Hand, with matters which 

were worthy to be made known, and which 
by your charitable care have been made 
known to the whole Engliſh Nation. 

The Charatter which you deſervedly have, 
even in America, as wel! as Europe, is 
that of a good Man ; axd azreeab!y to that 
Charatter, you will by the Publication of the 
Manuſcript here ſent you, come to the Nas 
tion with good Tidings. 

The Author of this Manuſcript lies con- 
cealed from you, and: from all its Readers, 
only that he may, till a fitter Opportunicy, 
preſerve his Teeth from ſome few kicking 
Unrealonables : Bu: the Ninrter of it 28 
4 Diſcourſe, mhercin with Truth cloſtly 
followed, there is expre(j/ 14 [uch a Spirit of 
union wth all good ven, whother Contor- 

A Niits 
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naiſts or Diſlenters, that none of them can 
be offended at. 

It cannot but be a Satisfaition unto the 
Iwers of Truth, to be entertained with an 
Hiſtory, thus nnexceptionable : and a Per- 
ſon of ſuch a a:ſpoſution as yours, to ſerve 
your Country and the Church of God in all 
its Intereſls, cannot but rejoice in ax oppor- 
tunity to communicath unto the Publick a 
little Book, accommodat /o much 45 this, 
unto thoſe Intereſts 

Tou will find the Compſure brief ; but you 
will ſnd a variety of acceptable things, crowd- 
ed into this grateful brevity : the Stile alſo 
I hope you will find not unacceptable : and 
tho "twas written in the year 1696, I ſup- 


poſe "tis grown but the more ſeaſonable, by 
being till now reſerved. 

But all this T leave to your better Tudg- 
ment, and ſubſcribe, 


SIR, 
Boſton in 
NEW-ENGLAND; OUS” + W9IN 
May 10. 16g8. Our HEAarty 


(tho unknown) 


Friend and Servant. 
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ELEUTHERIA. 
6. 1. 


E have ſeen a great R E- 
VOLUTION, and 
we arec rc long to ice a 
greater, 

There are very conſiderable @xeſ{ions, which 
do, and will, and cannot bat exercile the minds 
of good Men in the Engliſh Nation. To alliſt 
agreeable Anſwers unto thoſe conliderable Queſts 
ong, there can ſcarce any more ſgnificant ching 
be offered, than an inconteſtible 14:4 and H;/fory 
of the REFORMATION. And one is here briet- 
ly exbibited, which the conſenting Pens of con- 
formable Writers in the Church of England, ail 

| along here quoted, have readred inconrellivle, 

You have here a relation and a deſcription of 
a marvellous Matter, whereot I may fay, as Auſtin 
once did of another Matter, Buiſquis non wider, 
cecus © Duiſquis videt, ncc laudat, wgratus : Oniſ- 
uis landants relutfatur, inſanus: Thoſe Men arc 
lind and mad who do not acknowledg ir. Lurt 
the Reader is thereupon ſurpriſed with a furcher 

Advice of this importance : Believeſt rhow 7 

T hou ſhalt ſee yet greater things than theſe. And 

when his courteous patience hath carried him to 

the end of this little Treatiſe, he will ſce upon 
what Authority this Expectation is with ſo much 
freedom uttered 3 he will ſee that is is uo Fa- 
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8. 2. And now, Reader, be willing to travel ſo 
far into Antiquity, as to take a view of the Con- 
dition, whcreinto the Chriſtian Church was fallen 
by the Apoſtacy, which, as the Spirit of the Lord 
Icſus Chriſt long before expreſly toretold, was to 
come vpon it. When the Jmpertal and Heatheniſh 
Power once flouriſhing at Rome, which hindred 
the Revelation of that wick:d one, was taken out 
of the way ;, and in the fourth and fifth Century, 
the fierce Nations of the Northern Barbarians 
made their violent Aſſaults upon the Roman 
Empire, and carried all before %em, with an ir- 
reſiſtible Inundation of Deſolation ;, Then a little 
Prieſt had opportunity to eltabliſh himſelf with 
a mixt Religion among thoſe barbarous Natiqus, | 
and then there appzarcd openly in the Temple of * 
Ged that AN TICHRIST, whocalls himſelf 
(what indeed the very name ANTICHRIST 
molt preperly ſignifies) The Vicar of CHRIST, 

This Antichriſt,or the Satarical Spirit, working | 
in the Bsſhop of Rome, was conceived as early | 
as twenty five years aftcr the Aſcenſion of our 
Lord, in affeftations of Eccleſiaſtical Prehemi- * 
nency, when the Apoſtles accordingly gave no- | 
tice of him; and he was compleated about : 
(ix hundred and ſixty ſix years after this, when * 
Inage-Worſhip was efſe&tually preſſed by the Ne- 
buchadnezzar of the Weſtern Babylon, with the © 
ruin cf the Jconoclaſt;ck Emperors that refuſed | 
it. Bur between thoſe Terms, even about the 
year 450, there were no leſs than ten Soyeraign 
Kingdoms, which, taking advantage from the 1 
Confuſions whereinto the Empice was fallen, 
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and Nonconformity. 5 
ſet up for themſelves ; and according to the Sa- 
cred Oracles, when thoſe ten Kingdoms received 
their Power, then, even in that ONE HOUR, 
there got into the Throne the Antichriſtian Beaſt, 
unto whom it may be the Spiri* of Prophecy had 
ſome reſpeCt in the moſt antient Writings of the 
Old Teſtament, which mention the Leviathan. 


| From the Saipwreck, of the Empire there were 


quickly gathered Planks to patch up that Fa- 


) brick, which they ſince call Sr, Peter's Bark: a 


crafry Clergy under one ſpiritual Monarch, be- 
came the Conquerors of the Pagans, from whom 
they had becn conquered; obtruding upon them 
a Chriſtianity diſguiſed with Paganiſm, and a Doce 
trine of Demons, with a mighty Lerry of Mira- 
cles, and Auſterities of forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abſtain from Meats, to render the 
Cup of their Abomination the more irebriating. 
Thus the deadly Wornd giv'n to the Fourth Mo- 
narchy was healed ; the Dragon that inſpired it 
under its Heathen form, did now no leſs inſj ire 
it under its Chriſtian ;, and the faithful People of 
God were not miſtaken in thoſe days, in their 
Conjectures upon the Signs of times, when Rame's 
falling into the Gothic hands,_ cauſed them to 
expect and exclaim with Jerom, He that bindred 
is now taken out of the way; ANTICHRIST 
is at hand Gregory the Biſhop of Rome had no 
ſooner proclaimed it, in theſe memorable words 
of tis twenty eighth Epiltle, Becauſe ANTI- 
CHRIST, that Enemy of the Almighty, 15 
NOW AT HAND —1 ſpeak it boldly ;, whoever 
calls hin-ſelf, or deſires to be call d by ethers, The 
UNIVERSAL BISHOP, is the FORE-RUN=- 

A 3 NER 


. 


6 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 


NER OF ANTICHRIST. But Boniface the 
Biſhop of Reme coming a few Months after him, 
obtained from the Traitor Phocas (Obrinuit mag- 
4 tamen contentione, {aith Platina) The Title of 
THE SOVERAIGN AND UNIVERSAL BIl- 
SHOP. To the Reign of the ANTICHRIST, 
and ſo of /delatry, Perſecution, and all myſteri- 
ow Iniquity, thus come into play, the great 
Lord cf all Time hath allow'd a ſpace, wearing 
the Denomination of TIME, TIMES, and 
HALF A TIME; or in plainer Expreſſions, 
twelve hundred and ſixty Tears; and ſo long all the 
cfets of an horrible Apoſtacy make a very 
Gehinnem of that which was called CHERISTEN- 
DIM. 


S. 3. While the doleful rime of three hundred 
and ſixty Years, and the yer more doleful ws 


times of ſeven hundred and twenty years were 
ſlowly wheecling about, no Toneaue is able to ex- 
preſs, or Heart conceive, the lamentable Cir- 
cumſtances whercto the Holy God abandoned 
the World, for its indiſpoſition to the bleſſed 
Xingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : tho Wri- 
tings were then commonly dated Reomante Chris. 
flo, yet it may be truly {aid, that Satan then 
reigned, 1o as never more uncontrolably, It 
was then the Hour and Power of Darkneſs; the 
Lavil (in his Vicar and Vice-Rey) was by the 
Wrath of God the King of kurope, and the De- 
ſeroyer of the Faith ;, and It was but with too 
much of ſizmſficancy, the a Proſopepeia bold 
enovuh, there were then +1 2med Letters of 
Thanks from Lucifcy tbe Fr aice of Darkneſs, and 

E mperor 
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Emperor of the High Myſteries of Acheron, un- 
to his dear Allies, the Clergy of the Church of 
this latter Age, which his Adverſary Jeſus Chriſt 
calls the Congreg ation of the Wicked, tor the help 
which they had given him ro bring the whote 
World under his Dominion , and ſaying this, a- 
mong other things too juſtly ſaid, Thou haſt 
cleaved unto w, O our bleſſed Babylon ; the Sove- 
reignty of our Empire ts by you propt up, and our 
intolerable loſs reſtored! None but men intoxi- 
cated unto the degree of Campanella's Phrenſy, 


J can dream (tho be did, and wrote it) that this 


Reign of the Pope was the promiled Kejgn of our 
Lord : \t is this papal Contuſion vpon the World 
which is by. the All-wiſe Permiſſion of Heaven, 
that which lies in the way of wbat according to 
the Promiſe of God we look for : And ſoit muſt, 
and ſo it ww, until the wicked One be deſtroyed 
by the breghrneſs of the ſecond coming of him, 
whom we expect from Heaven as our Saviour, 

In thoſe diſmal days, [ Reader, wilt thou not 
give thanks to God that thou waſt not bora in 
thoſe days ?7] Clouds of thick Barbarity envelop- 
ed and overwhelmed all Schools of Literature. 
The famous Maxim of old Jobn Dullard paſt 
for no leſs than a Maxim, 2uanto eris melior 
Grammaticus, tanto pejor Theologus, Eſpencens, 
SF one of themſclves, acknowledges that among 

their beſt Authors, Grece noſſe ſuſpeftum fſucrit, 
Hebr aice proprie Hereticum, Zuingius and Colls- 
mus had like to have loſt their lives for medling 
with thoſe dangerous Languages, Greek and 
Hebrew. To give the Etymology of - the word 
Alleluja, rack'd the moſt extended Wits of 
A 4 whole 
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whole Univerſities. The beſt Latin they wrote 
was little better than the ſtuff in the Epiſtole 
obſcurorum virorum ; the reading whereof caſt 
the witty Eraſmus into ſuch a fit of laughter 
as broke an Abſceſs in his face, whereinto the 
Chirurgeons were going to make an Inciſion. 
What jejane and wretched Fooleries were the 
higheſt Learning of Colleges, the more learned 
Bullinger alone is a ſufficient Relator : A little of 
Ariſiotle, confounded rather than expounded by 
the Commentaries of the Schoolmen, with an 
heap of pitiful Cobweb- Notions, was the Flinty 
Diet then gnaw*®d upon 3 and Ludovicw Vives 
roundly ſwears for them, that when they ſome- 
times brag'd of ſuch abilities in Dsſputation as 
would have been too hard for Ariſtotle himſelf, 
Ego id pro wobis dejerabo, nam quas artes vos modo 
exommiaſtis, quas nugas, & quidem ex illius, ut pu- 
tatis, Dogmatibus, uſe ſi reviviſceret, non intelli- 
gerit, ac ne ſuos quidem Libros, ut vos explicatis, 
Their Divinity was by a Renowned Writer, 
who lived three hundred years ago, too truly 
compared unto the Apples of Sodom, that under 
a fair skin had nothing but Aſbes and Poiſon. 
Doltors of Divinity were created,and pronounced 
meſt ſufficient, who never had —_ the Bible, 
(nor indeed had they any other Bible, than thar 
vulgar Latin, wherein one of themſelves, 1{- 
doris Clarius, declares that he found fourſcore 
thenſand Errors :) and, as Eraſmus reports of 
rhern, at fourſcore years of Age they had ſtu- 
died nothing but a few ſilly Sophiſms;, and if 
47y thing were quoted out of St. Pal, it aſto- 
Mncd them. Stephens and Gerhard are compe- 
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tent Witneſſes, that the Preachers of no leſs 
than half an hundred years ſtanding, had never 
ſeen the New Teſtament : Muſcalus affirms, that 
multitudes of them never ſaw the Scripeares in 
their Lives; or if they ever did, it was like the 
Arch-Biſhop of Aentz, of whom Amama tells 
us, that opening the Bible, he ſaid, In truth 7 
3} don't know what Book, this is, but 1 perceive ev*ry 
3 thing in it is againſt us. Their Sermons were 
2 accordingly but ridiculous Harangues upon the 
Reliques or Merits of the Saints; or elſe the more 
exquiſite Poſtilers made Peter Lombard, or Tho- 
mas Aquinas, or Duns Scotw, the Oracles upon 
which they diſcourſed : Plures extiternnt (ſays 
Thanner) Thomiſte quam Biblici” And as Me- 
lanithon affirms, Ariſtotles Ethicks was in the pub- 
lick Churches uſually treated on ; but all were 
generally of Hoſaws Perſwaſion, Longe meliors 
talo res Eccleſie ſtaturas fuiſſe, ſi nullum Evange- 
lium ſcriptum fuiſſet., ln thoſe days the Face of 
the Earth was almoſt covered with Religious Hou- 
ſes, as they called them z from whence continu- 
ally iſſaed out the ſwarms of thoſe Locuſts, the 
ſeveral Orders of the Religious, who in the great 
ſmokg of the bottomleſs Pit, which they brought 
with them, tormented Mankind exceedingly. 
Alſted above one hundred years ago, reckons 
two hundred twenty fove thouſand, forty and four Ma- 
naſteries in Chriſtendom ;, in which, if we reckon 
only wenty perſons belonging at the ſame time 
to cach of theſe Monaſteries one with another, 
the Sum total amounts to four Millions five bun. 
dred thouſand eighty and eight Souls. If after fo 
many Nations had utterly ſuppreſs'd _ Aca- 

mizes 
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demies of the Devil, they were yet ſo nvme- 
rous, what horrid Shoals of Poiſoners was the 
World before ſuch a ſuppreſſion plagucd with. 
al ? Their Cel/s were not the ſeats of the Muſes 
and the Graces, as Mutins tellFus that Charles 
the Great intended them, when he fonnded fo 
many of them ; no, they were, as Hoſpinian 
tells us, rather /qzalid Priſons, and ſuch Nurſe. 
ries of Ignorance, that, /ore 17n0r ant than a 
Aonk, was a Proverb for the moſt ignorant ;,, and 
it was no abuſe to ſtile the Wretches who 
dwelt in them, Stoicas ſimias, cucullata Monſtra, 
inſcitie & Cacogie Dotlores : yea they were 
the very Habitations of Devils, the Holds of 
every foul Spirit, the Cages of every hateful and im- 
clean Bird ;, and ſuch Antichanbers of Hell it ſelf, 
that if after Fernard's InveCtives againſt them, 
we peruſe the inconteſtib!e®Accounts of them 
who then went under the name of the Rel: 
Lious, reported by Perrns Cluniacenſis, by Cerbo 
Angrſtinianus, by Gualo, and Nigelmw, and 
Honorias and Polydore Virgil, and others, but 
eſpecially by old Nicolaus de Clemangu, we ſhall 
wonder at the Divine Patience that the Fate of 
Sodom (till impending over the abominable 
City of Rome) did nor overtake them. The 
King over thoſe Children of Pride, whoſe Title 
was His Holineſs, ordinarily was a very Devil 
for wickedneſs, an Heretick, a Conjurer, a Per- 
jurer, a Murderer, a Sodomite ;, ſuch a filthy pack 
there was of them, that heathen Rome, with all 
her Nero's, or Domitian's, or Commodus's, or He- 
liogabalw*s, could never match them : And it 


may be gueſſed, what Saints the Common 
Soldiers 
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Soldiers were, when they had ſuch Hell-brands 
to be their Leaders. In thoſe days the Wor- 
ſhip of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was ev'ry where 
loſt in a depraved mixture of Jewiſh and Pagan 
Rites (not without additions from rhe Alcho- 
ren :) curſed Charms, and thouſands of magical 
Tricks, were every where introduced, inſtead 
of our Lord's Inſkitations ; infomuch that the 
Author of the Faſciculns Temporum ſays, A 
Monſter of a Dog's Head on a Man's Body, ex- 
hibited unto Lewis, bene porurt monſtroſum ſtatum 
fignificare bujus Temporis : Exorciſms and Amu- 
lets, and very diabolical Fopperies were of 
univerſal uſe. The Faithful were ſacrileg10uſly 
cheated of the Cap in the Excharsſt (tho our 
Lord foreſeeing this, expreſly bad them 4 LZ 
drink, of it ;) and the monſtrous Figment of 
Tranſubſtantiation was thruſt down their throats 
with burning Firebrands. The variegated Idola- 
try of Artolatry, and Mariolatry, and Hagiola- 
try, and Angelolatry, and Leipſanolatry, and Iko- 
nolatry, filPd the Devotions of Mankind. A 
vile Man fitting in his Pontifical Cbair, was 
with infinite Blaſphemy 2dored as the Lord 
God, and that Stile of Dominus Dems noſter 
Papa moiſt blaſphemoully uſurped. And ſuch 
Deviliſm ruled in all places, that the Hiſtori- 
ans of theſe Periods cannot forbcar crying out 
with Vitoduranuw, O quam lamentabilis, & exe- 
crabilis deformitas Eccleſie, lis tn temporibus 
{ata eft ' In thoſe days a pretended Svcceſlor 
to Simon Peter, advanced by the Arts of Simon 
Magus (and inferior Eccleliaſticks uſually fol- 
lowed the Example) exercisd a prodigious 
Tyranny 
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Tyranny over the Children of Men in all their 
Intereſts : The People could not approach the 
Word of Life ;, the Bread of Life was detain'd in 
inacceſſible Concealments, and the blind led the 

lind ; the Colliers Creed no man might preſume 
to go beyond :' Oaths of abſolute Obedirnce to 
the Holy See fetter*d the Conſciences of Men : 
Laws above and beyond, and contrary to thoſe 
of our Lord were impoſed upon.Men, ſo many 
as make huge Volumes of Canons in Folio ; De- 
crees, Decretals and Extravagants made a huge 
body of Laws for all men to obſerve, which 
wiſe men would even diſdain to ſtudy, but ſay 
with the Prophet, Non poſſumus, Domine, veſci 
ſtercore humano : Laws whereof Aprippa, who 
was a Dodor thereot, ſays, Non ſunt 4 Deo nec 
ad Deum, ſed a corrupto hominum ingenio profetta, 
C& ad avaritiam excogitata. Filthy Lucre was 
all that was purſued by the greedy Dogs, who 
had now taken the charge of the Flocks ; and 
the forlorn Flocks, that ſaw (as Mantuan de- 
plores it) there were 

Venalia Rome 
Templa, Sacerdotes, Altaria ſacra, Corone, 


Ignis, Thura, Preces, Calum venale, Denſq; 


were under all poſſible Temptations to fall into 
downright Atheiſm. The Marriage of Pricſts 
was made a Crime unpardonable by thoſe that 
were the moſt profligate of Whoremaſters, 
Qui conjugia damnando prefitentur ſe n1ſci non de- 
buſſe : And one grand Brothel. How ſe vas made 
of that which was called the /J-»ſe of God. 
That Sham, the Fire of Purgatory, was an En- 

gin 
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gin that made a lewd and a vaſt Crew of kna- 

viſh Churchmen, under a vow of Poverty, live 

merrily upon Roſtmeat all their days. An 

Hiſtorian of their own aſſerts it with ſome re- 

ſentment concerning the one Kingdom of Eng- 

land in articular, That there was not Tem anmmnsy 

fo much Treaſure im the Kingdom as theſe Wretches 

had in one three years extorted, and exported ont of 
it, the Veſſels of the Church only excepted : Infa- 

mous Indulgences, denominated very properly The 
Treaſury of the Church, were, as Rivet calls them, 
Emulgences , whereby beforted Sinners were 
mild of all the money they had : Theſe did, 

as Matthew Paris exprelies it, Romanorum /ocu- 
los impregnare, cram the Colters of the Roma- 
niſts : But ſo ingenuous 15 the Taxa Camere Ap3- 
ſtolice, as to confeſs, Nota diligenter, quod ku- 
juſmod; gratie non conceduntur pauperibrs ; qui4 
won habent, ergo non poſſunt conſolari. A proud 
Prelate would ſet his foot upon the neck of Prin- 
ces : Emperors muſt hold the ſtirrup for mount- 
ed Beggars: Crowned Heads were treated with 
wonderful lndignities by a Tyrant of Souls, and 
if any one began to diſpute his Tyranny, 
they dreadfully thunderſtruck him, embaraſ- 
ſed him, and ruin'd him with their Anathemas ; 
two Emperors alone were under a neceſlity to 
fight at leaſt threeſcore bloody Battles againſt 
Enemies, Which the Pope bad raiſed againſt 
them. The Immunity from the feculzr Power 
claim'd by Eccleſraſticks, and the command 
which by means of Auricular Confeſſion they 
got over the Souls of Men, put the world un- 
der an intolerable Slayery tro tlic Powers of 
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darkneſs. ——But hold my Pen? "Tis here no 
place for thee to tranſcribe the. Letters of 
Petrarch to his friends about Kome's being the 
Mother of Harlots, or the Complaints which 
Clemangis made (cveral hundreds ol vears ago, 
De corrupto Eccleſis ſtatus, or to abridg the whole 
Cartloads of Books, which a whole Army of 
Proteſtants (beſides Monſieur Claxde) have ſince 
written in defence of the . Reformation. It is 
enough to bring in Baronive himſelf, lamenting 
the Tempora Eccleſic infeliciſſuma, & lutinoſiſuna, 
The lamentable times, when into the Chair of 
Peter | Sir, Your Eminence might have call d ir, 
The Chair of Peſtilence ! there got horribly 
diſlolute,villanous,and infamous Monſters; when 
© Strumpets ruled the Roaſt, and all holy Canons 
and Cuſtoms were extinguiſhed ; when our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt Nept in the Ship with a profound 
flcep, and the violent Winds overwhelmed ir, 
and he raiſed up no man to correct theſe 
things; yea, which was worlt of all, there 
were no Diſciples to awaken our Lord with 
their cries, but a dead fleep was upon them 
all. 


6. 4+ Were there no Attempts of good Men 
in this doleful T5me, and in theſe woful Times, 
to recover the Church ont of this deplorable A- 
poltacy ? Yes, but unſucceſsful enough, becauſe 
the /aſt Half-rime of the Antichriſt was not yet 
arrived. Many particular Witneſſes of the 
Truth, illuminated by the Grace of Heaven, ſaw 
through the thick miſts of Error in theſe Ages 
' of darkneſs ;, and in the very darkeſt places np 

. e 


= & oO wo Ueno o ©  0&  QL, UB & Wo Ys =©& ww oeysC 


Q mas On XAtQy = 


and Nonconformity. 5 


the Earth, which was then filled with Habita- 
tions of Cruelty, fo many were theſe Witneſſes, 
that the World knows, the Catalogue of them 
hath made a Folio: And as thoſe eminent men 
whoſe Heart-ſtrings were made of a l:ttle finer 
Clay than the groiler part of Mankind, could 
not without much Abomination, behold the abo- 
minable Principles and Practices then commonly 
prevailing; ſo there were not a few of them, 
who particularly diſcerned the evident Cha- 
raters of ANTICHRIST. lr is five hun- 
dred years ago, that Abbot Joachim told the 
two Kings of England and France, That An- 
tichriſt was be who was then ſet on hugh on the Apo- 
ſtolick, Seat in the City of Rome; and that un the 
time of this Antichriſt many Chriſtians ſhall preſerve 
the true Faith in Denis and Caves of the Earth, 
and in deſart places, even until the conſummation of 
Antichriſt ; and as long ago it 1s, that Perer of 
Blo.s exhorted his Friends in time to depart 
from the midſt of that Babylon. It is impoſli- 
ble without admiration to read the moſt exqui- 
fire Oration made by the Biſhop of Saltsburgb 
to the States of the Empire, in the year 1240, 
in which he calls the Popes the Prieſts of Baby- 
lon, and finds at Rome the Antichriſ® which 
had the ren Horns, or Kings of Emrope under 
him. Yea, as early as the year 991, a whole 
Council of Galick Biſhops cried out upon the 
Pope, He is the Antichriſt who ſits in the Temple 
of God! But the Admonitions of theſe great 
Men were generally Songs wmo the deaf ; 1 fay 
generally, becauſe I cannot ſay univerſally: 1 
do particularly know, that in the twelfth Centu- 


ry, 
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ry, there was a Treatiſe emitted in the name of 
ſome faithful Servants of Chriſt, concerning 
the Antichriſt, which they ſaid was then manifeſt 
in the Papacy 3 whereupon ſome did then ſepa» 
rate. Burt the tsme for Tow the ſet time was not 
yet come Indeed all this while our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt had his chaſter Church, vſibly exiſting 
among that choſen and koly Generation of Peo- 
ple who, as Leger hath proved, were called Yal- 
denſes, long before the time of Peter Yalde, 
which name (as they are now called Yaxdois 
from the word Vaux, that ſignifies a YValy) be- 
long'd unto them, as inhabiting the Yalies of 
the Alps. From the ſworn Enemies of that 
renowned People, we will briefly take their 
( therefore credible )) Charater and Hiſtory. 
Clandins Seſſelius the Archbiſhop of Turin, in a 
Book which he writ againſt the Waldeyſes, tells 
us, That the Seit of the Waldenſes took its riſe 
from a moſt religious Perſon, called Leo, that 
lived in the time of Conſtantine the Great, and 
who deteſting the Covetouſneſs of Pope Sylveſter, 
and the immoderate Bowny of Conſtantine, choſe 
rather to embrace Poverty with the ſunplicity 0 
the Chriſtian Faith, than with Sylveſter to be 
defiled with fat and rich Benefices , and that all 
they who were ſeriouſly Religions, joined themſelves 
unto him. Reynerus Sacco the celebrated Inguiſi- 
tor, quoted by the Jeſuit Cretzer in his Blzothe- 
gue of the Fathers, has a like Paſlage ; he ſays, 
Amons all the Sels there is none that hath been 
fo pernicious r0 the Courch of Rome as that of the 
Leoniſts, becauſe it is the moſt antient, and hath 
con:inued longeſt , for ſome affirm that it began in 
te 
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the time of Sylveſter, and others in the time of 
the Apoſtles ;, and becauſe they who are of it, have 
4 great ſhew of Puty, live vertuouſly before Men, 
believe r19htly of the Deity, and obſerve all the Ar- 
ticles of the Creed. The Friar Belvedoras, Ccx- 
culing the Miſſionaries for their not converting 
ſo much as one of the Waldenſes, when they 
were ſent among them, aſligns this Reaſon for 
it ; The Hereſy 1s to0 firmly rooted there, for any 
to be able to do good among them ; they of the Val- 
leys bave been always, aud through all times ac- 
counted Hereticks, That ſort of People call'd 
Waldenſes, whoſe Errors, as Caſcini the Fran- 
ciſcan Friar declares, conſiſted in this, That 
they denied the Church of Rome to be the Holy 
Mother-Church, and would not obey her Trads- 
tions : Theſe, for the condition they ſubmitted 
unto, were call'd the Poor Men of Lions : In 
Dawphine, they were nicknamed Chaignards : 
From the Country of Albie, where their 
opinions much obtained, they were called 
Albigenſes : Tramontani were thoſe called: that 
paſſed the Alps: In England they were called 
Lollards, from one Lollard, a chief Inſtrutter of 
them there ; and ſtrict Laws were there made 
againſt the Conventicles of thoſe that had this 
name applied unto them ; [2uere, Whether 
ever yet repeal'd ?] In Italy they were called 
Fratricelli, or Men of the Brotherhood, from 
their brotherly way of living with one another : 
In Germany they were call'd Gazares, a word 
that carries the higheſt Curſedneſs and Wicked- 
neſs ia the ſignification = it: In Flanders = 
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had the name of Turpelins, that is to ſay, 
Alcn dwelling with Wolves, becauſe the heat of 
Perſecution fometimes drove them to ſeck for 
quarters among, the wild Beaſts in the Wile 
derneſs; This People were ſtill diſpoſed in 
ſundry parts of Europe, with Circumſtances 
no better than thoſe which we have newly 
ſeen ; Abbot Joachim, as their Duarter- Maſter, 
providing for them. They were always de- 
ſpiſed, always diſtreſſed, always under hatches : 
\Vhen they m2de any Figure, the bloody Church 
of Kome, which cannot any more ceaſe bloodily 
to perſecute the Church of Chriſt, than the 
Lecpard can change hn» Spots, quickly thundred 
out barbarous Creiſades againit them 3 in one 
of which Creſaidos alone, Bellarmine himſel 
with triumph relates, there were killed no leſs 
than an hundred thouſand and Personins avers, 
that in France alone by one Perſecution upon 
this People, there were no leſs than ten hun- 
dred thouſand murdered. When ſuch terrible 
Diſſipations were overwhelming the Churche: 
of our Lord abroad, it pleated him in the 
fourteenth Century to bleſs our Engliſh Nation 
at home, with our memorable #/«kiff, whe 
ſounded the alarm of Reformation louder 
any that had been before him ; he being ir 
ſtrufted eſpecially by the Works of the god! 
and learned Robert Groſthead, ſet himſelf tc 
decry the Pope as the very Antichriſt ; and 
that men might be reſcued from the Snare 
of Popery, he not only preach'd and wrote : 
gainſt the villanics of the Popiſh Clergy, by 
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alſo tranſlated the whole Bible into the Eng- 
hſh Language z whereby thoſe Impreſſions were 
made on the minds of Men that never could 
be totally effaced. His very Adverſaries pro. 
feſſed themſclves aſtoniſhed at his Exerciſes and 
Abilities ; none of the Bulls that roared from 
Rome againſt him, nor all the tricks of Papal 
Malice ,at home, could prevent his dying 
pzaceably in a good old Age at Lutterworth : 
the very name of which Town (ſignifying 
the Pure Word) hath in it a pleaſant intimati- 
on of what this Town and the World was by 
Wicklif irradiated withal. But ſome of his 
followers, eſpecially one Peter Payn, carried 
his Doftrines into Germany, where John Huſs 
was thereby enlightened, and the Huſſites began 
to grow conſiderable. Happy WICKLIFF! 
of whom, tho the mad Papilts long after burnt 
his Bones, we will aſlign for an Epitaph, part of 
the Encomium which the Son of Sirach beſtow- 
ed on Simon the Son of Onia : He was as the 
Morning-Star in the midſt of a Cloud, and as 4 
Rainbow diverting the fears of a Deluge, 


6. 5. If Idelatry, if Hereſy, if Cruelty could 
make a Babylon, the Church of Rome was now 
ſuch a Babylon, that all who had any concern 
for their own everlaſting Weffare, muſt think 
themſelves concern'd now to come ont of her ; 
and it is well done of you, ye fooliſh Roma- 
niſts, to confeſs, Yhat by Babylon the Oracles 
of Heaven intend Rome, when you go to 
prove Peter's being at Rome from the Texc 
B 2 where 
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where you find him at Babylon; Sirs, Who bath 
bewitched you ? Chriſtianity was now fo loſt 
among the generality of th:m who wore the 
name of Chriſtians, that their deſcription may 
be given in the language of Bernard, one too 
far himſelf plunged in the general Apoſtacy, 
Religionis Antique non ſelum virtmem amiſerunt, 


ſed nec ſpeciem retinent, Let us behold an Idea 
of the Apoſtacy ! 


I. Until the time of the Reſtitution of all things, 
'tis the Goſpel purely and plainly preached 
that muſt repreſent the Lord JESUS CHRIST 
unto the faith, and love, and joy of his People. 
Burt the Apoſtate Charch, diſliking ſuch a ſpiri- 
tual Repreſentation of our Lord, forbids Peo- 
ple to read the Scripture, and inſtead thereof 
aſcends imo Heaven to bring from thence Ima- 
ges of his heavenly Glory ; deſcends into the 
Deep, to bring up Crucifixes and Images of 
his reſurrettion from the Dead; and they muſt 
have graven Images of Chriſt, that he: may be 
nigh unto them ; as the fond People of old 
had their Calf in the Wilderneſs. 


II. The real Bcauty of Divine Worſhip lies 
in our deyout homage to one God in three Perſons, 
and our dſ#intt reſpeft unto each of thoſe Per- 
ſons : But -the Apoſtate Church, not beholding 
this Beauty, inſtcad thercof ſct off their own 
Worſhip with an external Pemp, agreeable to 
carnal mind; ; mererricionws Allurements, under 
the prcierc? of Decency, rd all the Pageantry of 
Cure- 


and Nonconformil y. 21 
C eremmiecs, Veſtments, Geſtures, Muſick, Painting, 
d beggarly Elements, Rites never inſtituted. 


III. Believers are admitted unto a very pecu- 
liar and moſt intimate Conimunion with our 
Lord Redeemer, in the Sacrament of the boly 
Supper; A CHRIST ſuffering for us, is in 
that Sacrament, by the Symbols of Bread and 
Wine, ſo tendred uato the faithful, that in their 
obedience to his appointment of it, they do with 
incffable advantage partake of him therein, 
But the Apoſtate Church, not having the in- 
ternal experience of this matter, have in the 
room thereof, invented the ſottiſh and horrid 
Monſter of Tranſubſt antiation, with the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs. They that covid not bow down to 
this Image, have been caſt into the fiery Furnace ! 


IV. There is a Catholick Church which is a 
Myſtical Society, purchaſed and purified by the 
blood of the Lord Chriſt, and married unto him, 
and poſſeſſed by his Holy Spirit; part of this 
Family of God is, in conjunction with the 
holy Angels, arrived unto perfe&t Holineſs in 
Heaven; part is on Earth, in the ſure way 
unto it. But the Apoſtate Church confines to it 
ſelf the Notion of the Catholick Church ; it is a 
Society whereto not one inward and ſincere 
Grace of Chriſtianity is requilite z - a viſible 

rofeſſion of ſubjeftion to Komiſh Canons, 
1s all that is required unto the Conltirution of 
that Society ;, *tis a wicked thing, by curſed Liga- 
ments compounded for a ſecular Domination, 
B 3 thas 
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that anathematizes all that conform not unto 
the Superſtitions of it; and a Afoloch which 
horribly devours the Children caſt /by the 
Ghoſtty Fathers into its devouring Flames. 


V. The Churches true Glory lies in its Union 
toits Lord ; his Preſence with ir, and Spirit in 
itz and irs conformity and fidelity to his Laws 
alone : all the Gaities of this World are not com- 
parable to this Glory. But the Apoſtate Church 
cannot ſee any comlineſs in the Spouſe of Chrift 
as adorned only with his Graces : in the place 
thereof they have brought in worldly Grandeurs, 
Dignities, Promotions ;, and the Glories of this 
World, which our Saviour would not accept at 
the Devil's hands, and on the DeviPs Terms, in 
his Temptations, the Devil has proffer*d unto 
this Man of Sin, and he has accepted of them. 


VI. The Church is a Body which muſt have 
an Hczd, both for Influence and for Govern- 
ment, always preſent- with it : And irt is a 
wonder how Men could think of any other 
Head for this Body, belides the Lord Feſws 
Chriſt, without caſting away their Bibles. But 
the Apoſtate Church have ſet up another ſupream 
Head of the Church, even the Pope, the worlt 
14-1 that ever was heard of : One Pope re- 
ſcinds the Decrees of another, and it may be 
throws the Carcaſe of his Predeceſſor into the 
River; yea, Wretches which even their own Vo- 
taries 18 their moſt allowed Hiſtories call Mer 
ters, 2nd ſuch as for their Diabolical PraCtices, 


yea, 
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yea, their explicit Covenants with Devils, 
and their being very Devils in Fleſh, were 
confeſſed Eccleſie opprobria, have been ſer up 
as the Yicars of © hriſt, the Centers of Unity, 
and the Hubands of the Church. 


VII. The Diſcipline which our Lord has com- 
manded his Church to obſerve, muſt be ſuch 
as to ſerve the Deſigns of Holineſs, and ſhew 
unto Mankind the Love, Care and Faithfal- 
neſs of the Lord himſelf rowards the Church, 
and give a Teſtimony and Preludiam of his 
furure Judgment , all of an Efficacy purely ſpi- 
ritual. But the Apoſtate Church in the lieu 
thereof, has erefted a Diſcipline, conſiſting in 
a meer Tyranny over the Eſtates, the Liberties, 

. the Lives of Men; a Tyramy managed with 
Weapons, which are mighty through the Devil, 
to deſtroy all that it falls upon, a Tyranmy 
which by Courts, Fines, Multts, Impriſon- 
ments and ' Capital Executions, hath made the 
Earth a Shambles, and been drunk with the 
Blood of Martyrs. 


VIII. The Diſciples of our Lord own them- 
ſelves obliged by him as far as they can, ro 
diſciple all Nations ;, They that have obtained 
precious Faith, muſt as they are able, propagate 
the Faith z Nevertheleſs, 'tis only the diligent and 
_ and uncorrupt preaching of the Goſpel, 

y which the Goſpel would run and be glorified. 
But the Apoſtate Church diſlikes this primitive 


way of proſelyting Mankind unto the obedi- 
*" -W4 ence 
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ence of the Goſpel : A Congregatio de propagan- 
da fide, with a vaſt crue of Atrſſionaries from the 
overſtockt Fraternities, is continually employed 
for the gaining of Proſelytes; but by what 
Methods ? truly by Fire and Sword, and 
bloody Murders and Maſlacres, like thoſe which 
the Spariards. committed upon the poor Indians, 
when the Children of Cain butcher'd more In- 
nocents in America, than ſome think there are 
People alive at any one time in Europe - or by the 
Inquiſition, a thipg that can't be painted, with- 
out firſt beſmearing, as the exaCt Painter for 
that purpoſe once did it, the Table with 
Blood 3 a meer Cacw's Den, the horribleſt A4r- 
ſenal of Cruelty that ever was upon the face of 
the Earth ; or finally, by Seditions, Rebellions, 
Conſpiracics, the embroiling of Nations, and 
ſubverting their fundamental Conſtitutions, en- 
ſnaring wretched Perſons, firſt into Debauche. 
ry, ſo into Atheiſm, then into” Mdigency, that 
they may 2t laſt be taken in the Snares of 
Pypery. 


IX. "Tis a principle of our bleſſed Religion, 
,that.Gcd the Soveraign Lord of all things, is 
to be obeyed abſolutely and wniverſally : His 
Will is to be the hizheſt Reaſon of our Obe- 
dicnce, But the Apeſtate Church has ſupercecd- 
ed this, by impoſing upon Men a Yow of blind 
Obedience to their Superiore, urging for that 
Vow the Example of Abraham's Obedience : 
And thus all the Intereſts of Men lie at the 
Mercics of a ſpurious Offsgring, the moſt un» 
natural 
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natural Dregs of Mankind, who are nouriſhed 
up to be the Famſaries of the Papal Emtire. 


X, The Nature of Man 1: polluted by Sin, and 
the pollution muſt be raken away hefore Men 
can encer into the Kingdom of God; nor can any 
thing but the Blood of the £14 jeſus Chriſt 
the Son of God, cleanſing +s from all our $ins, 
take it away. But the. Apoſtare Church diſ- 
cerns not the ſweetneſs ©: this 4:3ſery, the 
Blood of the Son of God ap; licd4 unto the Con- 
ſcience, to purge it from d<cad works : the pal- 
try Fopperies of Holy Water, of Pilyrima- 
ges, of Diſciplines, of aſſes, and vario1s Come 
mut ations, were employed as Purg ations of Sm ; 
and when they found that theſe things would 
neither purify nor pacify che Conſcience, they 
feigned a certain ſubterraneoms Prrgatery, where 
the Souls of Men were by cxquiiite Afﬀictions 
made meet for Heaven; and their Yenial 
Sins, which they make the moſt, are capable 
of an Expiation after this lite, tho there were 
no Repemtance in it; and this Fition they 
placed behind the Curtain of AMortaliy, that 
ſo no man living might find out the Cheat : 
and thus adding an imaginary Store-bouſe of 
Eccleſiaſtical Merits, the Keys whereof are 
commirted unto that great Adulterer at Rome, 
they have cheated Nations of Riches far be- 
yond the Revenues of Emperors. 


Xl. All our help againſt the Fleſh, the 
World, and the Devil, and our —__ 
| rom 
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from all evil, is in *our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
alone ; who by his Death on the Croſ7, pur- 
chaſed all this Good for vs; and it is by Faith 
in him, that we beſpeak and enjoy the aQual 
Communication of ir. But the Apoſtate Church 
only makes the ſign of the Croſs, inſtead of an 
Application to him who died on it: and in- 
numerable Virtues do they aſcribe unto this 
curſed Idol. 


XI. They that approach unto God, ſhould 
be in all holineſs free from effenſive Defilements, 
But the Apoſtate Church hath to this end bor- 
rowed from the old Pagans, the ludicrous 
Trifles of ſprinkling all with holy Water, that 
they may be holy. 


XI[IL. That our Souls may live, the death of 
our Sins is neceſſary 3 and It Is in the Deſtruc- 
tion and Extinction of our vitions, Habits, by 
the Spirit of Chriſt crucified, in the daily 
Duties of laboriow Devotion, that we have 
our neceſſary Mortification. But the Apoſtate 


Church has preſcribed Monaſtical Retirements, 
Penances, and Self-Macerations, not pleaſing 
vnto God, but highly pleaſing to the Demons 
in- Chains, whoſe delight it is to ſee Men alſo 


in Chains of Darkneſe. 


XIV. Good Works, he utterly excluded 
from any ſhare in the Juſtification of Sinners, 
are yet indiſpenſably needful to the preſent and 


future Comfort of Believers. But the Apoſtate 
Church, 


ww. ”Y YT CRY En ESL 


oo 


A&A 3} þZ7 © _ 3. _4Gw_QÞſlw& 1 


and Noncouformity. 27 


Church, pretending to perform good Works 
from their own Free-will, do advance the pre- 
tence unto the vain pride of Afrit in them ; 
yea they carry on the Meri, even to a S«- 
pererrogation. Such Proteſtant Pens as our in- 
comparable Owex's, have abundantly ſtated 
theſe poings of the grand Apoſtacy. | think I 
have now recited no leſs than rwice ſeven Ar- 
ticles, of that woful Apeſtacy, whereinto the 
Church in the Weftern part of the Roman Em- 
pire was precipitated, while at the ſame time 
the Church in the Eaſtern part of the Empire 
fell under the Mabometan Oppreſſions and Con- 
fuſions. And now 


Dui Satanam non odit, amet tua Dogmata, Papa ! 


But is not here enough to anticipate the Ap- 
prehenſions of my Reader, that the trueſt and 
furtheſt Recovery out of the Romiſh Apoſtacy 
hitherto ſeen, is that which they that go by 
the Name of Nov-Conformifts in the Engliſh 
Nation, have endeavoured ? And that it is not 
poſſible for the Church to recover effectually 
out of this Apoſtacy, without aCting upon ſuch 
Principles as have at laſt produced in the Ame- 
rican Deſarts, a whole Nation of Non-Con- 


formiſts ? 


8. 6. Till the TIME, and the TIMES of 
Antichriſt had rolled away, the call to come out 
of Babylon could not become effeQtual unto 
the Nations that were under the Babyloniſh In- 
| FOXICArIONs 7 
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roxications ;, but when the laſt HALF TIME 
of an bundred and eighty years, left for the 
Reiga of this Antichriſt, was 'entring, it was 
hizb ine for our Lord JESUS CHRIST, 
tlien co make ſome repriſal of that Kingdom. 
Which at the time of the end, ſhall wnder the 
whzle Heaven be groen to the People of the Saints 
of the Moſt High, Then it was, that the re- 
markable Prophecies uttered by the two Bo- 
bemian 41artyrs an hundred years before, muſt 
receive their accompliſhment 3 and the Pcople 
who had been too long fleec'd, yea, flayd by 
the Tyrannics of Rome, grew Willing to pare 
the Taions of the Eccleſiaſtical Harpies. Behold 
bow great a Matter a little Fire kinales ! In the 
year 1617, Pope Leo X. under a pretence of 
War agiinſt the Tiw7k, ſent abroad his Indul- 
gences, promiſing the Pardons of Sins to all 
that would give Mony for them ; and among 
the Huck/rers of thele Pardons, was one Tece- 
liz, a \.ominican Friar, of whom Lonicerss 
writcs, Pontijicis dignitatem & potentiam, Indul- 
Centiai WIN1THE virtutem OE efficaciam impudenter 
predicabat , yea, he adds, The Man kept 
bawlinz, that there could be no wickednelts 
committed, fo grear, but it might be forgiven 
by theſe Indulgences 3 and that the Souls tor- 
mented in Purgatory, as foon as the Mony [ter 
Sbillings] was flang into the Baſon, skipt for 
Joy, and being releaſed from their Pains, flew up 
to Heaven, MARTIN LUTHER, one born 
at Iſteben in Saxony, and now a Monk in the 
Order of St. Auguſtin, and a Profellor of Divi- 
nity 
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nity at Wittemberg, but 2 Perſon illuminated 
in the Article of Juſtification, by the private 
Conferences and Expoſitions of an honeſt old 
Monk on Paul's Epilſtics, began to oppoſe the 
impudent Cheats and Shams which theſe Col- 
leflors of the Pope impoſed on the Pcople. He 
firſt wrote Letters to the Archbiſhop of Mentz, 
and the Biſhop' of Brandenburgh, for the re- 
ſtraint of theſe Abuſes 3 the neglect of which 
Letters egg'd him on to publiſh Propoſitions, 
which exaſperated the buſineſs, till he had 
been made a Sacrifice unto the Papal Fury, if 
the Duke of Saxony, then upon the Death of 
the Emperor, the Ficar of the Empire, had 
not been ſo moved by his powerful Preaching, 
as to aber him, and aſliſt him in his Under- 
takings. This was that famous Luther, of 
whom they that will acknowledg the leaſt, 
muſt yet come to as much acknowledgment 
as Dr. More makes of him : ** I cannot think 
* ſo very highly of Luther as ſome do (ſaith 
© he) and yet I think him to have been a 
« very happy Inſtrument in the hand of God, 
&* for the good of Chriſtendom, againſt the hor- 
* rid Enormities of the Papa! Hierarchy. And 
* tho he might rot be allowed to be the 
« Elias, the Condutter and Chariot of Iſrael, 
* (as ſome have tiled him.) yct I think art 
* leaſt he might be accounted a faithful Po- 
&* ſtilion in that Chariee, who_was well accou- 
* tred with his Wax Boers, oiled Coat and 
** Hood, and who turned the Horſes Noſes in- 
* to a direft way from Babylon toward the 
City 
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« City of G-d, and held on in a goed round 
« trot thro thick and thin not cating to be- 
&« ſpatter others in this High Fog, as he him- 
© ({clf was finely beſpattered by others. A- 
bout the very ſame time,. or about a year be- 
fore, did Zumgliw 1ppear at Zurick, in Switter- 
land, ag,'i- lt the like Abominations of Pepery ; 
nor could ail the Compliments and Enchantments, 
with offers of Preferments from the Pontilical 
Chair, bribe him into /ilence ; but he went 
on, 4ill the Evange'ical Truth was far and neat 
embrFeed. Long would be our work, to tran- 
ſcribe* Sieidan, and relate the Attions of Me- 
lan&hen that accompanied Luther, and of Occo- 
lampadiu thit accompanied Zuinglixe in the 
ning or ſo much as to recite the 
Names of the more than thirry Wortbies, who 
were b; the marvellous Providence of Hea- 
ven, raiſed up to att great parts in this migh- 
ty Revolurtwon ;, and who had no fecular En- 
couragements, but bravely denied and renoun- 
ced rich Livings, and encountred with the Croſi 
in |. all ics morrtifications, for the ſake of the 
Goſpel, and were not unwilling to die, as well 
as to live, under the Circumſtances particu- 
larly related concerning ſome of them inteſ- 
tate, Quid unde conderet, pauper Chriſti ſervus, non 
babebat : Only becauſe the Name of CALVIN, 
a Perſon to be reckon®'d one of the firſt three, 
is unaccountably, ſince the Tares of Arminiw 
have been ſo cheriſhed, become an Object of 
ſcorn and hate, among a Generation of maſ- 
queraded Enemies to the Reformation, who 
arrogate 
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arrogate unto themſelves the ſtile of The 
Church of England, I may nct leave that ve- 
nerable name unmention'd, but I muſt men» 
tion it with an Account of the Veneration, 
which the old Church of England paid unto ir, 
when Dr. Carlton the Biſhop of Chicheſter, in 
a Book dedicated unto K. Charles I. Anno 1626. 
thus wrote; © As for Calvin, his Name and 
« Dodctrines are made odious ; but why, I 
* know not. Some take it for a ſign of looking 
* rowards Popery, when the Members of our 
* own Church offer ſuch a ſervice to the Papiſts, 
* as to ſpeak evil of them that have been 
* the greateſt Enemies to Popery, the greateſt 
* Propugnators of the Truth: And when Dr. 
Hakewel, Chaplain to Prince Charles, in a Book 
dedicated unto K. James I. Amno 1616, wrote 
thus : © One of the main points you drive at, 
* is to put us off from all fellowſhip and Com- 
* munion with thoſe Churches, who acknow- 
© ledg Calvin to have been an excelent Inſtru- 
© ment of God, in aboliſhing and ſuppreſſing of 
« Popery, and the clearing and ſpreading of his 
* Truth ; and ſo through Calvin's ſides you 


\ * firike at the Throat Heart of our Religi- 


* on: And when Dr. Hoyl, a judicious Divine 
of the Church of Englend, in a Book dedicated 
unto Archbiſhop Uber, as being written by 
his direQtion, wrote after this manner 3 © That 
© great Inſtrument of God's Glory, John Cal- 
« vin, was a Man of whom 1 had almoſt faid, 
& as once it was of Aoſer, That there aroſe 
« not 4 Prophet ſince like him in Iſrael, =» 
* hnce 
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& ſince the Apoſtles days was before him, His 
« works ſhall praiſe him for Wir, Eloquence, 
& Fulneſs and Soundacſs of Divinity, va- 
* riety/| and multitude, advanc'd among the 
* higheſt, that the World may juſtly admire, 
* how they could be ſo many, being fo good ; 
* and ſogood, being ſo many. And much more 
ro this purpoſe, too much to be in this place repeated, 
concerning this incomparable Man; the firſt 
line of whoſe Epitaph, at laſt gave him his true 
commendation : Rome ruentis Terror ille maxi- 
mw. As for the common Cavil of our Epsſco. 
palians, that Calvin was he who rebellioully ex- 
pell'd the Biſhop of Geneva, the Chief Magi- 
ſtrate of the City, ?tis as true as Heylins Geo- 
graphy of that City. Let not me, but a con- 
formable Author, Dr. Hery More, allure the 
Reader that the Biſhop fled away cight months 
before Calvin's coming, being hated by the Cuti- 
zens for the Rape of a Virgin, and many Adul- 
zeries with their Wives, and in fear of his life 
for his Conſpiracy with the Duke of Savoy, 
to oppreſs the Liberties of the City, for 
which his Secretary was hanged ; and they 
who changed the Government were ſtrong Papiſts, 
and afterwards main Oppoſers of the Refor- 
mation, But I haſten to obſerve, that when 
Angels thus flew thro the midſt of Heaven, 
preaching the everlaſting Goſpel, ſo quick was 
the Progreſs of the Goſpel, and ſo wonderful 
its Conqueſt, and its Triumph, *as to fill half 
of Ewrope in lefs than forty years, with Church- 
es, which from a Proteſtation made by ſeveral 

States, 


nm co E: ca = EE ©. 


" W3_ T3 _1£ 


5 aaa = 


a WW ww ry 


al 


w wy rp ms 


and Nonconformity. | 33 
States, that were zealous for the Reforma- 
tion, againlt the Deccecs of a Popiiſh Dict, 
in the year 1526, have been ever ſince called 
PROTESTANTS: A Progreſs of Pro- 
teſtantiſm, which at length cauſed Bellarmme, 
to confeis and complain, That Hereſy now 
polleſſed almoſt all Germany, Denmark, Nor- 
way, Sweedland, Gothia, Hungary, France, Eng- 
land, Scotland, the Low Countries, Polonia, Bo- 
bemia, Helvetia, and it was got over the Alps 
into 7taly. 

The time was now come that the ren 
Kings mult begin to hate the Whore that had 
bewitched them ;3 which Hatred was very par- 
ticularly exemplified by K. James V. of Scot- 
land, when the Popiſh Pre!«tes were adviſing 
him to deſtroy his Nobles and Barons that 
were Friends unto the Reformation : Wherefore 
(aid he, as *cis related by that rare Gentle- 
man, Sir James Melvil) did my Predeceſſors give 
ſo many Lands and Rents to p 4 Kink? Wat it 
to maintain Hawks, Dogs and Whores to a num- 
ber of idle Prieſts ? The King of England hangs 
you 3 the King Denmark bebeads you ;, and 1 
will ſtick you with this Whingar ! Whereupon he 
drew out his Dagger, and they fled out of 
his Preſence. 

"Tis obſerv'd that, in the firf# Song that any 
Writings have recorded or mentioned, even 
that of Moſes, many words are put in the 
future Tenſe, and the very firſt words are, 
Then SH ALL fing Moſes. I am not igno- 
rant, that from this very Remark the Fewiſh 
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Rabbins hence inferr'd the DoQrine of the 
Reſurrefijon ;, and there are Chriſtian Writers, 
who hence infer that the Sony looks not on- 
ly backward, on the deliverance of the 
Church from Egypt, but alſo forward, on the 
deliverance of the Church from that worſe 
than Feyptian, evcn the Antickriſtian Yoke in 
the latter days. Truly, the Church now 
was beginning to get ovt from the Sea, where 
tho they had been tortured with Fire, yet they 
had hitherto been detained with impaſlable 
Flakes of /ce over their Heads : The Church 
now therefore began to ſing the Song of Mo- 
ſes th: Servant of God, and Heaven «ccho'd 
ynto the Melody : And now 


—— Non ultra tolerare poteſ® Eccleſia porcos, 
Duntaxat ventri, veneri, ſomnoque vacantes. 


6. 7. When the antient Babylon was to be de- 
ſtroyed, way was to be made for it, as the 
Sacred Oracles foretold, By the drying up of 
ber Waters ;, and Xenophan, as well as others, 
reports to us, how wonderfully Cyr fulfilled 
what was foretold, when he made his Paſlage 
to Babylon, by turning the Eupbratean Wa- 
ters into another Channez. Then it was not 
Ing before her broad Walls | fifry Cubits broad, 
C:icth Herodotus) were broken down, and her 
hich Gates [two hundred Cubits high, faith 
Strabo ) were burnt with Fire, | Truly, the 
Reformation thus begun , did 'wonderfoully 
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turn the Waters of our Myſtical Babylon 
into another Channel ; whole Nations of 
People were turned another way : And this 
prepares that Babylon for ths approaching 
day; when Babylon ſhall become a Deſolation 
among the Nations, and ſhe ſhall become a burn- 
ing Mountain, overthrown 4s God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah, But the Antichriſt had 
yet an balf-rime to reign; and therefore no 
wonder if but half-work were done in the 
ſeparatim then made from him. Neverthe- 
leſs, the Reformation which was no where ful. 
ly perfet#, had in ſeveral Nations, various 
degrees of its perfeftion ; ſom2 went much 
forther than others in reſtoring of Primitive 
Chriſtianity, and reforming of all things, ac- 
cording, to the word of Chriſt. In this mat- 
ter, very particular and remarkable was 
the Condition of England, where the beſt 
part of the Reformers who began the Work 
in the days of King Henry VIIL. on Mo- 
tives and in. Manners well known to the 
World, and carried it on in the days of 
K. Edward VI. did really defire to purſue it 
7s far as they ſhould ſee lighe for it in the 
Sacred Scripture, the only Rule of Reforma- 
tion ;, but there was always a corrupt, and cun- 
ning Party, who heing jealous of too far a 
Seceſſion from Rogrie, did reſolve ſtill to re- 
rain at leaſt ſo fnuch of the Romiſh Diſci- 
pline, as might gratify their Aims at a 
worldly Domination in the Church of God. 
All the World hath long ſince ' been informed, 
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that in the year 1554. a number of conſide- 
rable Proteſt ants, flying from the bloody ſtorm 
of Perſecution, with which the miſerable Queen 
AMary for a while retarded and confounded 
the Keformation, that the Reign of her ever 
glorious Brother had ſo far advanced, were 
kindly entertain'd at Frankford; and when 
thoſe Holy Men purſued that Reformation fo 
far, as to leave out of their Worſhip thoſe 
unhappy Ceremonies, which they perceived 
likely to prove ſcandalow unto the purer Church. 
es of God, ſeveral Men that were furiouſly 
zealous for the Ceremonies, did with all pof- 
lible fury diſturb them in their Proceedings. 
This rezowncd Congregation of Non-Confor. 
miſts, then wrot2 unto Zarick in their own 
Vindication, ſuch memorable words as theſe : 
& As touching the ſubſtance of the Book [of 
& Common Prayer | we deſire the obſervation 
* of it ſo far 44 God's Word commands. But for 
* the unprofitable Ceremonies, they are not to 
« he uſcd. Surely it were better they ſhould 
never be prattiſed, than that they ſhould 
prove the ſubverſion of our Church, which 

* would be much hazarded by the uſe of 
* them. If any think that the not uſing the 
+ Book in all points, will tend to the diſhonor of 
* the Laws of our late Sovereign of famous 
« Memory King Edward VI. he ſeems little to 
« weizh the matter z or cIſe, hiadred by Ig- 
* norance, know«th not, that even they them- 
« ſelves upon conſideration of Circumſtances, have 
& ulcered many "things, and if God bad ni in 
«® theſe 
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& theſe wicked days prevented, would have altered 
« more: and we doubt nor but in our caſe 
© they would have Cone the like. Thoſe 
great Men, Mr. Xnox, Mr. Fox, Mr. Cole and 
Mr. Whittsngham, compoled a Direttory for the 
Congregation, like that of Geneva; and Knox 
preached, ** That by the word of God we muſt 
* ſeek our warrant for the eſtabliſhing of Re- 
& [zgion, without which warrazt nothing, is to 
« be obtruded upon Chrifians;, and that in 
© the Engliſh Service-Book there were ſuperſti- 
« rious and impure, and imperfedF things ; and 
« that the ſlackneſs in Reforming Rel1g1on when 
« there was an Opportunity, was one of the 
« many things whereby God's Anger a-:inſft 
«© England had been provoked; ard that 
whereas there were ſome not aſhamed to 
« ſay, that Reformation was perfetied in Eng- 
& land, the contrary was proved in the wane 
« of a good Diſcipline, which appeared by the 
«* Troubles that good Maſter Hooper had 
« ſuſtained in the time of King Edward. 
But by the infamous Bigorry of Dr. Cox and 
his Allociates, conformity to the ſcrupled Ce- 
remonies was preſled at ſuch a rate, that the 
opprelled Congregation was driven away unto 
Baſil and Geneva; and the Prelatical party con- 
tented not themſelves, without ſeeking the 
very Blood of Mr. Knox by an accuſation pre- 
ferr'd againſt himz an Acc»ſation ſo barba- 
rous and inhumane, that the Magiſtrates of 
the City to whom it was brought, expreſſed 
their 2bhorrence of it; howbeit, his remo- 
C 3 val 
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val was thereby occaſioned. If now there 
were: inſcribed on the Graves of theſe Per- 
ſons [[n theirr Criffins bere now lie ſhut up, 
they that firſt open'd the trrie P ANDOR A'S 
Box in the Engliſh Nation | it would be a 
ſtroke leſs liabl: to conteſtation, than that 
Pepiſh one, which afterwards in Dr. Coxes 
Epitaph, gave ſuch ſcandal as to be demo- 
liſhed, Reader, In theſe troubles at Frank- 
ford, there was the Epitome, and in ſome ſort 
the Original of the ſtruggles about Reforma- 
tion, both pro and con, which have ever fince 
diſtreſſed the Church of God in the Engliſh 
Nation: until at length a new England was 
found cout, as a refuge from the florm of un- 
ſcriptural /mpoſitzons urged with unnatural Per- 
ſecutions. From the very beginning of the 
Reformation, there hath always been a Gene- 
ration of Godly Men, deſirous to purſue the 
8 Refory n of Religuon, . in Dottrme, Worſhip, 
Diſciple and Government, according to the word 
of God, and the example of the beſt Reformed 
Cours: and there hath been another Gene- 
ration of Men who have employed the Pow. 
er which they have flill generally had in their 
hands, not only to ſtop the progreſs of the 
deſired Reformation, but alſo with innumerable 
vex2:ion+ to periecute thoſe that were the 
moſt hearty friends unto it. All Mankind 
kno4% that among thoſe who jointly forſook 
the Papacy, there were different apprebenſions 
zbout the Worſhip and Order to be mainzain'd 
ia the Clurch; and we have no Record of . 
any 
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any attempe for the healing of theſe arferen- 
ces, before there was by Law eſtabliſhed one 
certain Form of Worſhip and Order, which 
thro the pcrtin?civus adherency not only of 
moſt People unto their ol4 ways, but even of 
the Biſhops and Clergy, the greateſt part of 
whom diſliked the whole Keformation; and 
through the extreme ſcarcity of able AMmiſ- 
ters, underwent as lictle alteration from the 
former Uſages as was poſſible. This Conſts- 
tution of things was very dillatisfattory to 
very many of the beſt Men in the Land; who 
yet conſidering the neceſſity of the Times, did 
more or leſs acquieſce in it, hoping and plead- 
ing that the Reformation might proceed in de 
time unto more of Purity : bit they that 
found their own ſecular Inter:ſts accommoe- 
dated in this Conftiration, ſet themſclves after 
a while to fine, filence, deprive, cenſure, and 
impriſon thoſe that were dillatished, and 
ſmate their Fellow-Servants, who remained in 
privacy under their Sufterin:s, waiting (ti!l for 
more of Reformation, Thus Edom refuſed to 
give Iſrael paſſage through bis Border, wherefore 
iſrael turned away from bim.! After ſome 
years of a fruitleſs expeitation, the ſcverities 
which were multiplied upon them drove mul- 
titudes unto a more open ſeparation from the 
things that were by Law eſtabliſhed: a ſepa- 
ration, which yet was oppoſed by others that 
alſo paſſionately longed and even groaned for 
a National Reformation. T ho not being wholly 


agreed among themſelves about the meaſure 
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of Separation or of Reformation to be attend- 
ed uoto, there inſued ſeveral Inconveniencies 
therevpon which had no little 7 empration in 
them. Then *twas, that, as our great Owen 
has expreſſed it, Multitudes of pious, peaceable 
Proteſt ants were driven by their Severities to 
leave their Native Country, and ſeck, a Refuge 
for thu Livez and Liberties, with freedom for 
the worſhip of God in a Wilderneſs, in the ends 
of the Earth, There are none that more 
heartily bleſs God for the firſ# Reformers, and 
for the ſervice they did in the Reformation, 
or that more firmly cleave to their Dottrine 
which was the Life and Soul of Reformation, 
than theſe Non-conformiſts have ever done, or 
that more try to follow them in their noble 
deſign. But, as thoſe firſt Reformers never in- 
rended that what they did ſhould be the ab- 
ſolute brindary of Reformation, from whence it 
were a lin to Gillent or depart, which would 
have bern to have only changed one Popery 
ſor another, and quite contrary to their own 
goings beyond Wickiiff, and changing and grow- 
wg i1 their own models allo, and the inge- 
nuous Confeſſions of the great Cranmer par- 
ticularly, who fatebatur multa detratia oportere 
ſuper flua, & ardentibus wotis cupicbut ca in me- 
lis correita; And the Orders of King Edward 
vito Bacer, to vrite for further Amendments, 
whom accordingly we find in his Learned 
Scripta Anglicana doing, ſo; thus the Non- 
confu, ſts have been willing to imitate them 
in cxerciſicg that Liberty wherewith Chriſt _ 
ma 
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made them free, This is very ſure, that thoſe 
very Prizciples upon which the firſt Reformers 
built the Reformation, are thoſe that have p:o- 
duced and juſtified rhe hundreds of thouſands 
of Non-conformiſts wich have ſo long asked 
for further ſteps to be taken in it: namely 
thoſe Principles, that the Word of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is a perfei# Rule of all that we 
are to believe or practiſe in Religion: and, 
that Chriſtian People not being ri:d up to the 
blind obedience of their Eccleſiaſtical Guides, 
are to judg for themſelves what they are to 
believe or to practiſe in Religion. *Tis very 
ſure alſo, that the Non-conformi(ts, in imita- 
tion of a Challenge made by Dr. Jewel, one 
of our firſt Reformers, unto the BRomiſh Cler- 
gy, upon their unjuſt imputation of Novelty 
unto the Reformation, have publiſhed a Chal- 
lenge in ſuch Terms as theſe. 
* If any Learned Man of our Adverſaries, 
& be able to bring any one ſufficient Sen- 
* tence out of the Holy Scripture, or any 
« one Example of any Biſhop, Minifter, or 
* (afterwards) Martyr in the time of King 
© Edward the 6th, or in the times of Queen 
& Elizabeth, any pallage out of Biſhop Jew- 
© el, which do direQtly and, ex profeſſo, plead 
** for, and commend the preſent Zicwrgy in 
* the frame of it, or aſſert that Epiſcopacy is 
* TJure-Dyvino, or argue for Adoration to- 
* wards the Altar, bowing at the name of 
* Jeſws, (igning with the ſign of the Croſs, 
« wearing of the Swplice, kneeling at the 
* Sacra- 
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« Sacrament, or for the exerciſe of Church. 
© power by Lay Chancellors, we will then ſub- 
« mit and ſubſcribe. And none hath anſwer- 
ed it. 


S. 8. If the Reader will accept the Report 
anJ Judgment of a Non-conformiſt, concerning 
the condition of the Church in the Engliſb Na- 
tion at the time of the Reformation, it muſt be 
thus. The God of Heaven having ſent the 
light of the Goſpel into the Minds of the 
King ard ſome that were his chief Counſel- 
lors, diſpoling them to the Reformation, they 
found it a buſineſs incredibly difficult for 
them to incounter the inveterate and incu- 
rable prejudices with which Mankind were ge- 
nerally polleſſed, againſt the work by them 
deſired and intended, The greateſt part of 

the greater Men, the Nobles and the Gentry, 
were avciſe co the proceedings of the Kefor- 
mers ;, the moſt of the Clergy were ſo true 
unto their own carnal Intereſts, that with 
might and main they oppoſed thoſe Proceed- 
ings 3 and the body of the People horribly 
blinded with Supcrſticion and Prophanity, 
were calily Prieft-ridden, to join with their 
blind Leaders in their troubleſom oppolitions : 
Nor were the Nations in the Neighbourhood 
left uninſtigated by the Pope, to foment the 
diſcontents of the People on this occaſion. 
The body of the People were thoſe which 
in the difficulties the King moſt of all re- 


garded, knowing, that they were his v_ 
an 
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and Strength, and that without their concur- 
rence the DiſlatisfaQtions of all others would 
: hurt none but themſelves. Now the People 
in thoſe days being miſcrably unacquainred 
with the DoGrine of the Scripture, were ve- 
ry little or nothing at all concerned, what 
perſwaſions Men held in matters of pure be- 
lief, provided they might retain thole Rites 
and Moder in their Worſhip, whereto they 
had been accuſtomed. Accordingly we know, 
that the Prelates who carried on the Papal 
Perſecution againſt the Reformers, rarely, if 
ever, unleſs compelled by Diſputations, men- 
tioned the Opinions about the Credenda of 
Lottrine, as the grounds of the Quarrel, tho 
theſe were the main grounds of all ; b:cauſe 
the common People would not have bcen caſfily 
prevailed withal, to bring in Faggots for the 
burning of their Brethren on thoſe more ab- 
ſtraſe accounts: but it was in the agenda of 
Worſhip, that they wiſely ſtated the cauſe of 
all their Cruelty, becauſe they ſaw that the 
common People would violently interpoſe on 
| the bebalf of the Maſs, wherein their ſhare 
| of Religion chiefly lay. 

ur conſiderate Keformers, conlidering the 
diſpoſition of the People, firſt of all, with a 
brave Reſolution, aſlerted the truc Dottrine 
of the Goſpel, and renour.ced the Errors and 
Follies with which the Anmtichriſtian Apoſt acy 
had envenom'd it': but then they arrempered 
the way of public Worſbip as far as ever the 
Articles of their Faith would permit them 


of 
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(if no further) unto that which the Populace 
had been us'd unto. It was a thing vcry ſen- 
ſible unto them, that fo long as the People 
were accommodated - with as much conformi- 
ty as mizht be unto ther” former crfto»s in 
Divine Service, the main Reforiaa'im in Do- 
Grine, which Ocwas hop'd) would at length 
introduce a Reformation in Worſhip alſo, might 
£0 on with leſs Obſervation, and conſtquent- 
ly with leſs Conteſtation, And the Prieſts find- 
10g, a proviſion thus made for their continu- 
ance in the poſleſſion of their Places, with- 
out any thing further preſcribed, but what 
was as eaſy to be performed as any thing 
that had been practiſed in former days, would 
quietly let their betters go on with what 
they had undertaken. On theſe conſiderati- 
ons the Engliſh Liturgy was formed, and the 
Book of Common. Prayer thus compoſed, be- 
came from the very beginning a bone of Con- 
tention in. the Church of God. Many that 
wer? injightned with ſuch rays of Trath, as had 
irradiated the chief Inſtruments of the Reforma- 
:zon, utterly decried this compliance with the 
12norance and vanity of the People, and cried out 
earneſtly for purer Adminiſtrations of Evange- 
lical Ordinances, agreeable to the word of our 
Lord Jeſrs Chriſt, and the examples of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity, whilſt others would not 
lear of going any farther than that firf 
Eſſay of Keformation, Only, a long experience 
nath made it evident, that the more the know- 
l:dg of the Goſpel hath increaſed in the Na» 

tion, 
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tion, the more hath increaſed the diſlike of 
the Litwrgy and its Appurtenances : nor can 
the Liturgy with its unſcriptural and unpro- 
firable Dsſcipline, be ſecured, without an ex- 
tirpation of hundreds of thouſands of as good 
Chriſtians as any in the Land, yea, and of 
the very Bibles that have made them ſo; 
which, if any are ſo wicked as to imagine, 
let them know, Aliter ftatutum eft in calo ! 


But, Reader! becauſe it is a labricow and 
a difficuls Theme which we are now upon, 
thou ſhalt not have my Senſe of theſe mat- 
ters impoſed upon thee; I will carry thee 
with me to more ſignificant and ſufficient in- 
formers, even thoſe Hiſtorians who were no 
Non-conformiſts, but lived and dy'd in the 
fulleſt Conformaty to the Rites of the Church 
of England as by Law eſtabliſhed; and thou 
ſhalt have thy choice to take thy informa- 
tion either from an Hiſtorian, that was an 
enemy to any farther progreſs of the Refor- 
mation, or from an Hiſtorian to whom ſuch a 
progreſs in the Reformation as the firſt mover 
thereof deſign'd, would not have been ſodiſ- 
taſteful ; that is to ſay, either froman HET. 
LIN, or froma FULLER, 


Let a bitter HETLIN, in his Hiſtory of 
the Reformation of the Church of England, be 
conſulted, and he will tell us; 


* That 
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& That, he cannot reckon the Death of 
King Edward the 6th, for an infelicity to 
the Church of England. 


& That, not to preſs roo much at once wpon the 
People, it was thought fit to ſmooth the way 
to the Reformation, by ſetting out ſome 
preparatory Injurttiens ;,, all which was done 
to this intent, that the People in all pla- 
ces being prepared by little and little, 
might with more Eaſe and leſs Oppoſition, 
admit the total Altera'i'n, which was in- 
tended in due time to be introduced, 


© That, ſome godly Biſhops and other 
Learned and Religious Mzn (the ſame that 
made the Liturgy) were imployed in the 


Caſtle of Windſor by the King's Command, 
to conſult about one wniform Order, for the 
adminiſtring of the Holy Communion ; and 
they agreed on ſuch a Firm and Order, as 
might -comply with the intention of the 
King and Parliament, without giving any 
juſt offence to the Komiſh Party, 


« That, the Liturgy being finiſhed, accept- 
ed and enacted, gave great offence ro the 
Romiſh Party, not that they covld except 
againſt ir, in regard either of the matter 
or the manner of it, but becauſe it was 
communicated to the People in the valger 


Tongue, 
. © That 
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« That, then Calvin and his followers ex- 
cited the King and Council to a further Re- 
© formation. 


- 


v 


& That, when Queen Elizabeth came to the 
« Crown, ſhe retained ſuch as had been of 
« Prijvy-Council unto Queen Mary (her Siſter) 
& to be of her Council. And in the Parli- 
« ament, which altered, and again impoſed 
* the Book of Common- Prayer, great care was 
& taken for expunging all ſuch Paſlages in 
« it as might give any Scandal or Offence 
* to the Popiſh party. And tho by Calvir's 
* means, ſome Reformation had been made in 
© the ſecond Lirargy, in King Edward*s time, 
* now it is returned back into the firſt Form, 
* and by compliances, the Book, was made fo 
« pallable among the Papiſts, that they re- 
* paired unto our Par:ſh-Churches without 
* ſ{cruple. 


* That, what was done in the form of 
our Devotions, did fo far ſatisfy the Pope 
* then being, that he ſhewed himſelf willing 
* to confirm all by his Papal Power ; and that 
« Paypalio was inltrutted to offer in the name 
** of his Holineſs, That the Engliſh Liturgy ſhould 


&® be confirmed. 


« That, things aboliſhed by King Edward 
© the 6th, and revived by Queen Afary, were 
* by Queen Elizabeth retain'd as formerly in 
* her Father's time; for which ſhe _— 
* bot 
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* both thanks and honor from here very E- 
* nemies; that is to ſay, the Papiſts. 


« That, in the beginning of Queen Eliza- 
& beths Reign, many that were diſaftefted un- 
© to" Epiſcopacy and Ceremonies, were raiſed 
* unto great Preferment; and even the Queens- 
* Profcilor at Oxford, and the Margarer-Pro- 
© fellor in Cambrids, were Non-conformiſts. 
Theſe and many more ſuch things as theſe 
are affirmed, by that Heylin, who, tho for his 
Divinity, the moſt Reverend Archbiſhop Uſher 
ſays, He bad need be put to learn bis Catechſm 
again; and for his Geography, the ſame Arch- 
biſhop ſays, He deſerves little credit, when be 
brings us news from the remote parts of the 
World, that ' tells us ſo many unmruths of things 
publickly atted in bis neighbour Nation : Yet 1n 
theſe Paragraphs of his Hiſtory, is inconteſ[- 
table. 


But how let us conſult a better, FU L- 
LER; and he, in his Church- Hiſtory of Britain, 
will tell us: 


« That, *as careful Mothers and Nourſes, 
© on condition they can get their Children 
to part with Knives, are contented to let 
them play wich Rattles ; thus the Reformer: 
rmitred ignorant People ſtill to retain 
ome of their fond and fooliſh Cuſtoms, 

& that they might remove from them the moſt 
« dangerous and deſtruttive Superſtitions. 


' 
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« That, the Non-conformity was conceived 
© in the Days of King Edward, which was 
& born in the days of Queen Mary, nur- 
* ſed in the days of Queen Elizabeth, a tall 
« ſtripling in the days of King Fames, and 
© towards the end of King Charles grown 
_ up to the fall ſtature of a Man. 


* That, the Reverend Hooper, ſcrupling 
* certain points of Conformirty, the King 
© under his Royal Signet in the fourch 
« year of his Reign, countenanced the let- 
* tang paſs certam Kites and Ceremonies offen- 
« ſve to his Conſcience. 


&* That, in the year one thouſand five 
* hundred ſixty four, began the name of 
* Puritans, for ſuch as diſſented from the 
© unſcriptural Dsſcipline of the Church : 
* and by the year one thouſand five hun- 
* dred ſeventy two, Prezbyteries begun to 
* be ercted; firlt at Wandſworth, and af- 
* terwards at London. 


« That, in the year one thouſand five 
* hundred and eighty, threeicore Miniſt-rs 
** of the Prezbyterian party, met at Cockfield 
« in Suffolk, for a Conference about the 
* Common. Prayer Book ;, and by the year 
© one thouſand five hundred eighty rt 

&* their platform of Churcb-Diſcipline Þ- 
* peared. 
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« 7hat they petitioned the Lords of the 
« Privy-Council, contelling their zeal for 
© the neceſſary Reformation of many things in 
« the Church, according to the word of God: 
* who thereupon ſolicited the Archbiſhop for 


« fayor to them, 


& That in the year one thouſand five 
& hundred cighty five, the Parliament be- 
© gan to corrett Eccleſiaſtical Abuſes ;, bug 
«, the Queen being ſemper eadem, would let 
«* nothing of moment be alter'd in the 


* Church- Diſcipline, 


« That in the year one thouſand five 
© hundred eighty ſeven, the Houſe of Com. 
* ons preſented unto the Houſe of Lords 
« a Petition, That (among other Grievan- 
* ces) Miniſters might not be troubled for 
&* the Omiſſion of ſome Ries preſcribed in 
* the Book of Common-Prayer. And the 

Lord Grey wondered, that her Majeſty 

would in this matter make choice to 

confer with thoſe who were all enemies 
to Reformation, becauſe it touched their 

Freebolds. 


«K That in the ycar one thouſand five 


hundred eighty cight, a Synod at Coventry, 
decreed againſt provate Bap!iſm, againſt the 
ſign of the Cro/s in Baptiſm, againſt the 

* calling of Ziſhops, and the lawfulneſs of 
5 their 
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&« their Courts, and for teaching the Refto- 
«, foration of Diſcipline, as occaſion ſhall 
« ſervc. 


« That in the year one thouſand five 
* hundred cighty nine, famous Mr. Cart- 
« wright had thirty one Articles (of Non- 
« Conformuy) before her Majelties Commilſ- 
&« foners, objected againſt him; and he, 
« with his Brethren were ſeut unto the 
&« Fleer, where he ſ:cretly and ſilently took 
« up his Lodzing. 


& That King James wrote from Scotland 
© unto the Queen, to ſtay the bard »/ags 
« of the Miniſters of the Evangel for their 


« ſuy from the Biſhops. 


« That after this, one Mr. Stone, who yet 
&* continued a ſtil Nonconformiſt, made un- 
* to the Perſecutors a dcovery of the Meet- 
« ings held by the Presbyterian Miniſters ag 
* London, at Cambridg, at Northampton, and 
* at Kettering. 


© That Mr. Perkins, whom 4#d Mev 
* beld for 4 Peopher, was concurring to thu 
© Cauſe. 


® That Mr. Udal, who, as Muſculw firſt 
* brought in the manner of preaching with 
* Doitrines and Uſes, was the firſt that ad- 
D 2 * ded 
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«* ded Reaſons thereunto; a learned Man, 
** blameleſs for his Life, powerful in his 
** praying, and no leſs profitable than pain- 
** fol in his preaching, was condemned to 
* die, for being the Author of a Book, 
* Intituled, A Demonſtration of the Diſci- 
** pline which Chriſt bath preſcribed in bis 
* Word. And the Sword of Tultice be- 
* ing then drawn, was not put up again 
© into the Sheath, before others were exe- 
& cuted. 


© That there was a Petition, ſigned by 
© ſeven hundred and fiſty Preachers, col- 
* leted our of only twenty five Countries, 
* afoot in the year one thouſand ſix hun- 
* dred and three, deſiring a Reformation 
* of certain Ceremonies and Abuſes of the 
« Church. 


© That then followed the Conference at 
« Hampton-Court, by which time the Bi- 
* ſhops had ſo made the King their Pro- 
« priety, that (afrer abundance of ri- 
Ciculous Paſſages) © the King was pleal- 
« ed to ſay, If this be all your Party 
« hath to ſay, I will make '%em con- 
« form themſelves, or elſe I will har- 
« rie them out of the Land, or elſe do 
& worſe. 


And 
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And ſo truly he did! The King, who 
had once profelled unto a National Aﬀem- 
bly of the Kik in Scoiland, © He praiſed 
&© God, he was King in fo ſincere a Church, 
« a Church ſincerer than the Church of 
© England, whole Service was an ill-ſaid 
© Maſs in, Engliſh, did now ſet himſelf to 
barrie out of the Land, the People who 
could not conform to that Service in England. 
The Perſecutions uſed upon the Nonconfor- 
miſts, under his and the Succeſlors influ- 
ence, proceeded fo far, that Multitudes of 
them ar length ſought quiere Receſſes in an 
American Wildernels. 


But that in the Mouth of at leaſt three 
Witneſſes, our account about the degree of 
Reformation, deſigned by ſome, and obſtrud- 
ed by others, may be eſtabliſhed, we will to 
theſe Quotations, add the Teſtimony of 
Dr. Gubert Burnet, who in his printed 
Letters, affirms, That in his Travels he 
had opportunity at Zurich to read a vo- 
lume of the Letters that, paſſed between 
Bullinger, and ſeveral of our great KRefor- 
mers, the Originals whereof were laid up a- 
mong the Archives there : * By which 
* Letters it aþpears, that the Biſhops pre- 
* ſerved the things then conteſted, rather 
© in compliance with the Queen's Incli- 
* nations than out of any liking they had 
* themſelves unto them, Jurl in a Let- 
D 3 % ter, 
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* ter, Febraary the 8th, 1566. wiſhes that 
« all the Remnants of Popery might bc 
*« thrown both out of the Churches, and our 
* of the minds of the People; and lament; 
& the Queen's Fixedneſs unto them, ſo that 
« ſhe would ſuffer no change to be made. 
* Sands writes, Contenditur de veſtibus pe- 
& piſticis utendis, wel non wutendis ; | 
« Dems bis quogue finem. Horn writes, that 
* he hopcd, the AZ concerning Habus 
« would be repealed at the next Seſſion 
* of Parliament, if the Popiſh Party did 
* not hinder it. Grindal writes, That the 
© Sucen was ſo prepoſleſſed in the mat- 
© ter, that ſhe continued inflexible ; and 
* Coz, the Biſhop of Ely laments the aver- 
* ſion that they found in the Parliament, 
© unto all the Propoſitions that were 
* made for the Reformatien of Abuſes. 
And it the Reader will further conſulc 
the Hiſtory of the Reformation, written by 
that learned Man, he will find, © Thar 
* Queen Elizabeth received ſome Impreſſions 
+* in her Father's Reign, in favonr of ſuch 
old Rites as he had ſtill retained, in her 
'* own nature loving State, and ſome Mag- 
** nificence in Religion (as well as in every 
& thing elſe ;) ſhe thought that in her Bro- 
* thers Reign they had ſtript it too 
v* much of external Ornaments, Yea he will 
find, * That the Y:ſrers made report to 
*« the Queen of the obedience giyen + 

_ « the 
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« the Laws and her Injuntions 3 and it was 
* found that of nine thouſand four hun- 
« dred beneficed Men in England, there 
« were no more but fourte:n Biſhops, 
& fix Abbots, twelve Deans, twelve Arch- 
© Deacons, fifteen Heads of Colleges, fifry 
& Prebendaries, and eighty Reftors of Pa- 
* niſhes that had left their Beneſices on the 
* account of Religion, So compliznt were 
« the Papiſts generally! And indeed the 
&* Biſhops after this time had the ſame ap- 
& prehenſion of the danger into which Re- 
* ligion was brought, by the Fuglings of 
& the greateſt part of the Clergy, who 
* retain*d their affetions to the old Super 
& ſtitions, that thoſe in King Edward's 
* time had : ſo that if Queen Ekzabeth had 
& not lived ſo long as ſhe did, till all char 


'& Generation was dead, and a new ſe of 


© Men better educated and principled, 
* were grown up and put in their rooms ; 
© and if s Prince of another Religion had 
& ſucceeded before that time, they had 
& probably turned about to the old Su- 
E perſtitions, as nimbly as they had done 
& before in Queen May's Days. But if 
the Confeſſions which the moſt conforma- 
ble Sons of the Church have thus made con- 
cerning the various diſpoſition of men and 
things in the Reformation, be not ſatisfafto- 
ry 3 Reader, take the pains to peruſe the 
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Story, which Cambden, another of them, 
has given us concerning the Steps which 
Queen Elizabeth took in the Reformation 1 
how many of the Popiſh Rites were by 
flow degrees rejetted, and how many were 
ſtill retained through her fondneſs for 
them : a Story too long, to be in this place 
repeated. And add thereunto the Teſti- 
mony of one, who was friend enough un- 
to Prelacy, in his Letter to Hooker about 
writing his Eccleſiaſtical Policy ,, ** It may 
© be remembred that at the firſt, the great- 
«© eff part of the” Learned in the Land, 
+ were either eagerly affected, or favou- 
&* rably inclined to that way [of Noncon- 
& formi:y]; the Books th:n written, ſa- 
* youred for the moſt part of the Dsſcs- 
*© plinary Stile, it ſounded every where in 
© the Polpits, and in the common Phraſe 
* of Men's Spzech;, and the contrary Party 
* began to fear they had taken a wrong 
* courſe. Unto ſuch inconteſtible Authors do 
I ſtill confine-my ſelf, being terrified by 
the words,of Mr. Bgxter, who ſays, * To 
« pive the truc Hiſtory of the original 
* Cauſes and Progreſs of our Corruptions, 
* will not be endured by them that ſtill 
* juſtify their own and their Predeceſlors 
* Sin, and can ſce no fault in any, but 
* thoſe that they firſt make, and then call, 
* their Adverſar:es. 1 have found that the 
«* moſt notorious matters of Fa&t will be 
« denied 
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& denied furiouſly by ſuch Men, even 
* what hath been ſaid and done in thcir 
&© preſence and mine, before a multicude of 
* Witneſſes, Biſhops, DoCtors and divers 
«® others; yea, things ſaid and done in 
© Parliaments, and Armies, and publickly 
* notified, are by ſuch Men contradicted 
* with rage. 


» $.9. From this time, Reader, Bchold 
the Church of England miſcrably beſchiſn'd 
into Guelph and Gibelline / After this, What 
will ye ſee in the Church of England? As 
it were the company of two Armies, 


On the one ſide [ Alas, thou wretched 

word, SIDE, wilt croud into all our #i- 

ſtory, and be a word eſſential to all the 

| Hiſtory of the whole World, until the 
| third Chapter of Geneſis be ſuperſeded by 
| the three laſt Chapters of the Revelation 7] 
I fay on the one fide, there hath bcen a 

great Body of Men, deſirous to enjoy for 

| themſelves, and allow and aſſert for others, 
| the Liberty of den; and at the ſame time, 
to have the Liberry wherewith Chriſt hath made 
| ws free, preſerved inviolable : They Ccſire, 
That the Reformation of Religion ſhould be 
; carried on in the Steps, and by the Rules 
which the Spirie of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
; ſpeaking from the Oracle of the Sacred 
Scripeure, hath direted; and they believe 
there 
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there is a PLUS ULTRA, which the 
great Work begun, and bat began in the laſt 
Age, is not yet arrived unto : They deſire 
that the Qualifications for the Paſtoral Office, 
and for Communien in all the ſpecial Ordinances 
of the Church, be no other than what the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath in bis Word requir- 
ed : They deſire, That the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate ſhould be entruſted with a Power to 
regulate, according to the word of God, 
any diſorder in the Church, that ſhall have 
a direCt influence on the Srate; and they 
confeſs thus far, a National Church Govern- 
ment ; only they would have it recognized 
as no more than an Human and a Civil 
Policy circa Sacra. If there muſt be Br- 
ſhops, they cannot acknowledg them to have 
any Title unto their Dignztzes, but what js 
Humane and Civil, conferred by the King 
upon them, whoſe alone Officers they are, 
givca Sacra, (nor indeed was the Fare Dj- 
©ine-ſhip hereof ever until the Days of 
King James the Firſt pretended unto ; 
but we are ſure, that even a Convocation 
in the days of King Hemy the Eighth 
declared, ** That there are but two Or- 
« ders only, viz. that of Prieſts, and that 

* of Deacons, inſtitured by Jeſus Chriſt : 

& That the Superiorities or Preheminences 

* of one Biſhop or Prieſt above another 

« are, only by an human Ordinance :) 


They deſire that Parochial or Congre+ 
| gational 
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gational Aſſemblies, may be acknowledgs» 
ed as particular Churches, and permitted the 
Rights of Churches, who may from the 
Paſtors of their own chooſing, have all the 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, with the Pri- 
miteve Dyſcipline adminiſtred, and have it 
left unto+their own choice, whether they 
will herein have a Liturgy or no among 
them : They defire, That conſcientious Dsſ- 
ſemers from eſtabliſhed Rites, may not be 
compelled, and haraſled, and ruined with 
Covil Penalties, for the ſcruples of their rew- 
der Conſcrences ; but, that Evangelical Me- 
thods of Convitiion be the only ones im- 
ploy'd upon them : and finally, they de- 
fire, That no illegal, deſportick, and a1bi- 
wary Government may be impoſed upon the 
brave Engliſh Natien: LIBERTY and 
PROPERTY is their cognizance. To 
avoid Circumlocutions, I will take the li- 
berty to put upon the Side thus deſcrib- 
ed, a name that ſhall carry their delired 
Liberty in the fignification of ic; 1 will 
call chem ELEUTHERIANS: And 
if the Story of our King Luci, the firſt 
Chriſtian King they ſay in the World, 
were certain, we would reſpett the name 
the more, for that famous old Eleutberie, 
who thought that the Faith of Chriſt, and 
the Old and New Teſtament, without any 
Additions from Rome, was Law enough to 
govern the Church of England, Now a- 
| mong 
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mong theſe our ELEUTHERIANS, 
or Freemen, ate to be reckon'd, not only 
the hundreds of thouſands that have actu- 
ally ſbaken off the Shackles of Conformity 
to the Popiſh Remainders yet vexing of 
England, but thoſe alſo that have lived in 
conformity, yet groaning, or at leaſt wil- 
ling to have the heavy Toke taken off; yea, 
I am not ſure that the biggeſt part of 
the Conformable themſelves, will not be 
found of this numb:r. Such an one (Rea- 
der, | will not quote one, but what, if 
I miſtake not, was a conformable Son of the 
Church) I ſay, ſuch a one was Door 
Jewell, when he wrote, © That Perſe- 
* cution for Conſcience ſake is a very 
«* Unchriſtian or Antichriſtian Symptom. 
Such was Mr. Deering, when he wrote, 
« The Similitude which the Common- 
& Prayer-Book hath with the form of 
© Prayer which the Papiſts uſed, I think 
« declineth from the equity of .the Laws 
© in the ſeventh and twelfth Chapters of 
« Deuteronomy ; which thing our Fathers 
« much regarded in the Primitive 
&* Church, that their Books are fall of great 
© Complaints, againſt all Similirude to be 
© had with Gentiles ; and great Incon- 
© yeniency hath followed this Book, while 
« jt hath maintained an unlearned Mi- 
* niſtry, Such was Dr, PRI when 
he wrote, © That he miſliked our being 
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« fo like the Papiſts in our Liturgy 
« and that it is our fault generally that 
« we differ not from them in all cur 
« Miniſtry. Such was Dr. Bilſon, whcn 
be wrote, © That the Reformed Churches 
« are ſo far from admitting the full doſe 
* of the Hercſics of the Papiſts, that by 
© no means they can digeſt a dram of their 
* Ceremonies, Such was Dr, Humpbry, 
when he wrote, © That we ought to re- 
5 fuſe to conform our ſelves unto the 
© Enemies of God in any of their Cere- 
© monies; and that he wiſh'd and hop'd 
& for the utter aboliſhing of all the Mo- 
© numents of Popiſh Superſtition, which 
« yet remain in our Church. Such was 
Dr. Faik, when he wrote, © That if a Man 
* miſlike our Form of Divine Service, as 
© not ſuffictently differing from the Pa- 
* piſts, he ſhows his greateſt zeal in de- 
© treſtation of their Idolatry and Blaſphe- 
* my: We abhor whatſoever hath bur. 
« a ſhew of Popery. Such was Dr. More, 
when he wrote, © It is an Antichii- 
« tian Uſe of Church-Government, to 
© gdiret it to the upholding of ſcanda- 
* Jous Ceremonies, and en _—_ Inven» 
* tions of Men 3 and what is it but Inju- 
* ſtice and barbarous Cruelty, to afflict 
* Men for what they cannot help, and 
4 in what they do not fin ? And what bur 
* plain Rebellion againſt God, to you 

vw 
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u his Scepter out of hls hand, by which 
u hc ruleth in the Conſtiences of Meng 
« and to ulwrp this Empire to them- 
« fſeives! A mutual agreement in bearing 
© with one another's Diſſents in the Non- 
« fundamentals of Religion, is really a 
« preater Ornament, than the moſt exact 
« Uniformity imaginable 3 it being ain 
© eminent ex-1cCilſe of Charity, the Flower 
« of all Chriſtian Graces, and the beſt 
*% way I think at the long-run, to make 
« the Church as uniform as can juſtly be 
« deſired, To have done : Such was 
Mr. Chillingworth, whoſe emphatical Words 
are theſe; ©* Require of Chriſtians only 
« to believe Chrilt, and to call no Man 
«* Maſter but him only ; let thoſe leave 
« claiming of Infallibility, who have no 
« ri:hr unto it, and let them that in 
« their words diſclaim ir, diſclaim it like- 
« wiſe in their Attions: In a word, take 
« away Tyranny, which is the Devil's In- 
* ſtrument to ſupport Errors, and Sy- 
« perſtitions, and Impieties in the ſeve- 
+ ral parts of the World, which could nog 
* otherwiſe long withſtand the Power of 
* Truth ; | ſay, take away Tyranny, and 
* reſtore Chriitians co their juſt and full 


% liberty of captivating thele Underſtand» 
% ings to the $cripture only 4 that univerſal 
* Liberty thus moderated, may "ry 
* reduce Clilendom to Truth and oy; 
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And what but ſuch were thoſe Epiſcopal 
Divinet, who with Dr. Uſber preſented 
unto the Parliament above thirty Excep- 
tiow againſt the Limrgy? 1 will deſcend 
no lower, I will produce no morez here 
is enough to explain one ſide of the Eng- 
liſh Controverſies. 
On the other ſide ; there hath bcen a 
_— Party, whoſe Gricf it hath 
, that ever the Reformation proceeded 
ſo far, and whoſe Wrath hath been on 
all occaſions vented againſt the Memory 
of thoſe that were chief in the Reformation. 
Reader, call them not that Church of Eng- 
land, which is the Spouſe of Chriſt ;, but let 
the name of LOT*'s WIFE be aſflignd 
unto them, and let them upon good ad- 
vice remember her. Theſe IDUMAEANS 
would monopolize unto themſelves the 
name of the Church of England z but they 
have by Canons boldly invading of, and 
contrary to the Parliamentary Power, form- 
ed a new Church of England, which for 
more than half an hundred years after the 
Reformation, t©would have been little ſhort 
of Treaſon to have talk'd of, They have 
made their Church-Government, by Arch» 
Biſhops, Biſhops, Doan, Arch. Dracom, and 
the reſt that bear Office in the Church, 
a thing of Divine Right , but then they 
durſt not ſhow their Head 1 for, nom oo 
ng 
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King they now derive ot thelf Epiſtepel 
Arthur ds they did at the beating 
Thelr Eys i upott 4 foreign Twriſdiition | 
They have made no more than rweny fie 
prrtientey Chureber, _ the Diereſan, In 
ths whole Kingdoms and with 0 peg [+ 
os Impudence they dare to publiſh It, 
Inanditng #144 parorhariim paſtoratns ane by 
ju feenli, & anmrdenls Dilirinm 4 and 
hlorting ove the name of Paw, where 
their Books formerly fo called the Pariſh: 
Proiyrer, they have left unto none, but the 
(Wowy fy Mops, eli her Obigeion 10 1arh, 
Of Awbarity 16 rule In the Chiyrch. They 
ls been neer Higers for filling Coroms: 
Wer 1 and If they could but £994 Men Tg- 
(4 4 Bellef, that It was & brave jrees of 
Arwaton, to Neve q Chord (bs 6 \ # that 
bf DWbam, ones by Df: Faler) with 
Wy Ala and Chrrnbimi, which colt two 
thowſnd Polinds, and gi Jwage of the 
I'wity, and Awe of the three Kings 
of Colſon, to be ing Inſtead of Palm, 
before and after Sermon, and « conſt» 
erated Knife to eut the Broad at the Com 
munlon and abundance more of flicl 
Trinkgts, they have ſeemed as If they car- 
&d not, tho the S$1/artial: of the CWi/ 
tan Religion Were utterly loſt In the 
Nation. All the Doftrines of Grate, af- 


ſerted by the true Church of England, 
theſe 
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els wen do frlt £#b/eribe them and then 
Preeh and Privt agatinit them, and With theſe, 
If & Man would be preferred, he uſt be @ Fr: 
lights, Lett I y ſhould be cwnliſtent 
with Conformity, theſe men allo are they that 
once Invented 4 Prorlirmation for Sports 6 /L4 
Lord't Day, as an Engine to vex the beſt 0414 
ftiaw: among the Conremihs, and (I! the Land 
with Pagani and Arbi/m : And this In ſpite 
of the y nur of the Church of Kuglind, 
which damn'd them for doing fo, They have 
exacted from the Clrgy, an 4A/int and Conſent 
unto every pogl! the ook © Commune Prayery 
the Book of Conſeerating Hiſhopr, and' Orders 
Ing Privs and Dogon, and the Book of 4» 
Welw and Howilivr 4 and the Clnyy avs 1 (0s 
Gare, That they Will never moe vorr Any Abs 
tation of the Eedlefiallienl Confliruron j Yea 
{0 Yow and Swear that they Will obſerve all 
'"y (404M 1 by thels Comm  f Whoſhever 
t (hall affirms "That the Church of Eng/and, by 
' Law | abliihed , Is Ot & Conch Firma 
 aggOrdliig to Divine af 11 nt ien 4 of Whollzever 
' affirms, That tis Wordlilp contained Is ths 
Nook of Commun Prayer, and Adiniilitiation 
' of the Seramwmmn; Is Corript 4 or that any 
' of the Thy Niwe Avifolvs, are Is any pait 
' Siuperſtitlous of rroneons, of (huh 44 he 
' may not with a good Confelenue Y4b/r1ibs 
; unto | of that the Riter wid Coroner of the 
' Church of England, are ſuch as being Com 
t manded by Lawful Authority, men who ars 
* zealouſlythd godly affected, mav not with 
* a good Conſcience approve them ; of that 
I 


T the 
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the Government of the Church of Knglind , 
by Avebbiſhopr, Þ {9 Ke. is Repugnant wins 
to the Word of God 4 aro to be Excommu- 
nicated, [p/o fails, and not to be reſtored 
until they repent, and publickly revoke ſuch 
tele wicked Errors, By theſe Canons, * All 
ſiich are Acewrſed, who combine themſelves 
In a New Brotherhood, or affirm that ſuch 
Miniſters as refuſe to Swb/eribe unto the Com 
wie Hook, and their Adborews, may truly 
take unto themſelves the Names of avarber 
(hb, not Fihabliſhed by Law, and dare 
prefiime to yarn It 4 that this provended 
Cheb hath of long dine groaned under the 
byrthen of forme cerraln Gravancer Impoſed 
p01 the Members theredf 1 Or, whoſoever 
Nall malntaln, That there are Within the 
Realm other Meetings, Aſſemblies, of Con- 
gregatinns , of the Kings Vorn Subjects , 
than fuch as by the Lows of the laid are 
allowed , which may rightly challenge to 
themſelves the name of True and Lawfil 
(hrehes, NY theſe Cam, none may have 
thelr Children Maprizcd, who dare not ſubs 
mit unto the Cres and 4 od and all 
thoſe that refulv to Knvw/ at the Reception of 
the Sura, and to be prefent as prblick 
Prayers y or who refuſe Reverently to Aww 
when the Cleneral Confeſfion , Livany , and 
other Prayers are Read, and will not fan 
vp, Of the ay of the Helief, and How bt 
the Name of #0 nor /4y In their due 
Jace, and audibly, with the Miniſter the 
Wſe(o1, this Hard's Preys and tlie Creed, 
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t nor make ſich other An/wert to the Publich 
Prayers as are appointed, all fuch are to bo 
denied the Communion j and what Miniſter 
t (oever ſhall wittingly admit them, he is 11a- 
t hle to a Swpmſſon, With theſe men (to 
quote (Il none but Conformable Authors for 
every thing, Reader, now 'tls ono Hichringa/e, 
and no wmift, that I's my Voucher ) 
A pretended baired againſt Popery, it nothing but 4 
Col whovewinh Hypoeriſy bath fl painted tho 
wely face of barred and malice againft the Conſei- 
entionr, While theſe men can affore the $a/v4: 
then of Hrarbews, they cannot allow an Du 
# tO Cay And though they Blaſpheme 
t a4 a Tawny for the Almig ly tO Puniſh wn 
W what they ean't belp, they themſelves very 
rawnteally practiſe it, Theſe Men, being 
vine Provideves made capable for the im 
tt very Mich to Influence the (apſnine 
wer, have procured thoſe Law: to be Iinact- 
6d againſt Conſeientions Diſenters, a mere Ab- 
flratt whereof, were enough to fill many Pa- 
#, well deſerving the Title of Draconies | 
aw, which gave the Larl of Caftlanarn, a 
Papi, cauſe to fay In Print, * It was never 
' known that Rowe Perſecured ( as the Hiſbopr 
' do) thoſe who adhere to the /ows Hb Whili 
' themfolves , and Iiſtabliſhed an owes 
' againſt the Profeſlbrs of the #ridlef Piwy 
' among themfblves i And however the Pre- 
' lates complain of the Wiuody Perſecution n- 
' der Queen May, It Is manitelt thr Perſe: 
' eution exceeds It j for under b# there were 
' hot more thati Tww & Three bandvred pur to 
E + t Death ; 
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© Death ; whereas under their Perſecution, 
* there hath above. treble that Number been 
© ſtifled, deſtroyed, and ruined in their Eſtates, 
* Lives, and Liberties , being (as is moſt re- 
* markable) men for the moſt part of the 
© ſame Spirit and Principle with thoſe Proteſtants 
© who ſuffered under the Prelates in Queen 
© Mary's time. In the Execution -of thoſe 
Laws , wherein 


#- 
Dat weriam Corvis, wexat cenſura Columbas, 


What three Volumes of Afſartyrology in Folio 
could enumerate the unaccountabie Oppreſſions 
uſed upon the bef# Chriftians in the Nation ? 
While at the ſame time the moſt Urgodly 
Wretches of all forts, and the ſcoffers and 
haters of all Godlineſs, have been encouraged 
as the trueſt Sons of rhe Church : Perſons of 
Cejar Borgia's Qualifications can live in the 
Communion of the Church, with theſe men, un- 
der all manner of encouragement ; while the 
molt jerions Picty, exemplified in all manner of 
Conver/ation , could not ſecure thoſe that 
fcrupled any of their pitiful Ceremonies, from 
as cruel Cenſures as ever the Wolf and the 
Fox, which in the ancient Apologee, Abſolved 
one another from the guile of their confeſſed 
Villanies, paſs'd upon the poor 4/: for touch- 
ing the Pilgrims pad of Straw. Nor could 
Confurmity neither, ſecure the ſeriouſly Religions 
from the rage' of that Spirit whereby theſe 
men - have been acted ; but as it is expreſſed 
and complained by Dr. Wallis, a Conformable 
Divine, 
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Divine, ( for indeed, Reader, in theſe mat- 
ters I durſt not quote a Noncanformiſt |) ' with 
ſuch as theſe, if any man preſs for Reggneration, 
Santtification, and an holy life, be was to- paſs 
beretofore for a Puritan, then for a Round-head, 
vow for a damn'd Fanatick ; nor ſhall be eſcape 
this cenſure, though be be never ſo great a Church- 
man, and, do exatily conform to the Church, as 
vow by. Law Eftabliſbed. ; for 'tis Holineſs they 
bate more them Noncoformity. Yea, no leſs Per- 
ſons than the Lords of the Council have been 
put upon, ſignifying with grief under their 
hands, unto att Archbiſhyp, That a great num 
ber of Miniſters ( conformable path. Yealows 
and learned Preachers 3 bave. been Deproved and 
Suſpended, and their Places left without any Mini- 
ftry or Preaching, Prayers and Sacraments ; or 
certain Perſons appointed wnto thoſe void Rooms, 
who were Perſons neither of Learning nor of good 
Names ; yea, a great number notoriouſly unfi* , 
chargeable with Ignorance, aud with great enor- 
mous Faults, as Drunkenneſs, Filthineſs of life, 
Gaming at, . Cards, baunting of ile-bouſes , and 
{uch It, ; againſt whom we hear not of any Pro- 
ceeding, but that they are quietly ſuffered, to the 
ſlander of the Church, to t off ence of good Peo- 
ple ; yea, to the Famiſhing of them for want 
ood Teaching, This 1s Gat Fattion who pub- 
iſh unto Mankind their Spirir in ſuch Lan» 
guage as this, That they abbor being a Papilt as 
much as being a Presbyterian, and that they will 
ar ſoon be Turks as be either of them, hat 
ſhall I ſay more? In the Church they have 
broken down the Form of Churche: which our _. 
E 9 Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt Inſtituted ; they have de- 
poſed his Officers ; they have deſtroyed his off- 
ces ; they have laid aſide his Rules of Govern- 
ment ; they have ſet up New things of their 
own quite oppoſite unto His : Yet they lay 
Claim to all the Priviledees of His; and all this 
they do in his name; which is an Iniquity ex- 
traordinarily aggravated, extraordinarily com- 
plicated ! In the State what they have done 
ſhall not be reported in any words of mine ; 
but, Ex ore two, Serve Nequam. They have 
taught, with Mamwayring, That the King, with- 
out common Conſent im Parliament, could by bis 
Command ſo far bind the Subjef# to pay Taxes, 
that they cannot refuſe the Payment of them 
without Peril of eternal Dammation ; and that the 
Authority of Parliament was not neceſſary to the 
raiſmg of Subſidies. They have Taught, with 
Heylim , Princes are God's Deputies ; Of whom 
ſhould they be limited ? If you ſay by the Laws of 
the Land ; thoſe themſekyes have made, Principi 
Lex non eſt poſita ; They are above the Law and 
have an Abſolute Authority. "They have Taught 
with Leſley, That Princes being God's Legiſlators, 
are above their Laws, and Diſpenſe with them at 
they think expedient, They have Taughe with 
Wemins , In Monarchia, Regis ſola woluntas, de 
ſubſtantia Legis eft ; pravia po Conſultatio, non 
eff Nectſſaria. They have Taught, as a later 
Meteor in the Engliſh Heavens hath Illuminated 
us; That as well Inferior Magiſtrates, as others, 
employed by a Popiſh or Tyrannical Prince, in the 
moſt illegal and outragious atts of Violence, ſuch as 
Cutting of Throats, and the like, are Irreſiſtible, 
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and muſt be (nbmitted to under pain of eternal 


Damnation. Yea, that the Note may be carried 
bigh enovgh unto all their fulſome Idolatry of 
their Charles the Firſt, they have added the 
Blaſphemy of calling him CHRIST the 
Second : And one Parker in a Treatiſe of Neli- 
gion and Loyalty, publiſhed 1684, thus expreſ- 
ſed himſelf; Ir is but & Crude expreſſion, not to 
call it Profane ( becan{e it is ſo common by cuſto- 
mary miſtake ) to affirm that Kings are Supream 
Governors under Chriſt : They are and ever were 
fe, under God, but /o as to be Superior to Chriſt, as 
Chriſt is Head of the Church within their Domini« 
ons. I am already weary of Tranſcribing their 
Tantivee ſtuff, and will conclude it with the 
words of one that is a Conformable Son of the 
Church, | for ſtill I durſt not quote a Noncon- 
formruſt | who ſays, Non-Reſiftence and Paſſive 
Obedience, were the only Ortbodox and Catholick 
Dottrines, ſo long as they imagined it would never 
come unto their own turn to prattiſe them. IWhian 
the men of this ſtamp bad once gained the Prince a 
their fide, and to eſpouſe their Intereſt, they have 
endeavoured to requite bim by aſcrib:rg to bim an 
Abſolute Power, and Illimited Authority over the 
Subject ; though none winc'd ſooner, nor kick'd 
big her at it, when they themſelves began to feel the 
dent of it. I ſhall proceed no farther in Anato- 
mizing this Carcaſe of a Church: Pope Bon 
face VIII. threatned a Thunderbolt of Excom:- 
munication againlt every Phyſician that ſhould 
venture to do the part of an Anatomif; and I 
have already employed my Knife fo far in 
my DiſſeFion:, that certain Canons made by as 
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good _— as Boniface's, have ipſo fatto Ex- 
communicated me, 

[ called them IDUMI ANS; be- 
cauſe whether we conſider their contempt of 
what every Right Chriftian, and every Right 
Eng/\iſhman values as his Birth-right 3 or conſider 
the Bloody Rage with which they came out 
againſt their Brethren, who in ſome ſort havo 
been Twin: with them, they will appear to us 
the true Sons of Edeom ; and becaule they may 
read more than they are aware of their own 
Fate, if they will pleaſe to conſule the Pro- 
phecies in the ancient Oracles of Heaven 
about the Edomites ; to the ſenſe of which 
Prophecies, I remember there is a notable Key 
given us by the Jewiſh Rabbies, 198 1229 Iy, 
Of ROM E have they /poken it. But they 
like not their Scriprure Name, let them ſtill keep 
their old Right Engliſh Name of U N R LE- 
FORMABLES. 


S. 10. Nolefs a man than Sir Francis Wal. 
fingbam, in his account of the Severities uſed 
by Queen Elzabeth againſt the Puritans, ( a 
Nick-name deviſed firlt by Sanders the Jeluite, 
for the beſf men in the Kingdom, and by the 
worſt ever after Mit upon them ) confeſſes , 
That when they reſolved (at laſt) to carry on 
their deſigns, without evaiting for the conſent of 
the Hagiſtrate, upon that toe Queen found i nece/- 
fary to reſtram them. And Cambden | one far 
from a Nonconformiſt | is our Author for it, 
Thi; Queen Elizabeth advancing Whitgift . unto 
if Sce of Canterbury, above all commanded bim 
to 
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fo re-eſtabliſh the Diſcipline of the Church of Eng- 
land, that as then lay diſmembred by the conn 
wency of Prelites, the obſtinacy of Innovators, and 
the power of ſome great ones 5 whilſt ſome Mini- 
fers utterly condemmed the Liturgy, and the ap- 
pointed manner of Adminiſtring the Sacraments, 
as being in many things contrary to the Seripture, 
Nor is it unknown that the proceedings of 
IWhitgift hereupon, were ſuch as to procure 
him from the Lord Treaſurer Bw/eigh a Letter 
dated, July 5. 1584. wherein he tells him, [ 
think the Inquiſitor: of Spain uſe not /o many Que» 
ftions to trap their Preys : This kind of Proceeding 
is too much [avouring the Romiſh Inqv//ition. The 
terrible Perſecution which afterwards followed 
upon the Nonconformiffs, would be too long 
and fad a Story to be in this place largely re- 
lated : Afi; Suppliciis Puritani, Genus Homi- 
num, | Forſooth!] Superſtitionis Nowe & Ma- 
lefice! Mr. Cotton, in a Book Printed Anno 1647. 
Writes, That there was then in New-England 
a Fourth Volume of the Books of AMar:5rs in 
Manuſcript beginning, where Mr. Fox left off, 
and containing the Sufferings of Godly men 
( and Mr. Fox himſelf, perhaps one of them ) 
from the Enemies of the Reformation, for their 
expreſling their deſires to have it further car- 
ried on. But Mr. Cotron being a Nonconformiff, 
I muſt fly preſently to a more Conformeble Aur 
tbor ; it ſhall be old Biſhop Morton, who ear- 
neſtly urged the Puritans to be as Conformable 
as himſelf, with ſuch wonderful words as 
theſe ; I ought not to eſteem any thing a juſt cauſe 
of Silencing my ſelf = Preaching, for vo 
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eunht not as willingly to wenture my life. The 
Nonconformiſt have [uffered what is next to Death, 
and too many have ſuffered even unto Death in 
Priſons, where ſeveral caught their Death, and 
others Died 5 Of whom ſhall their Deaths be requi- 
red? And ] ſuppoſe the Puritans then knew 
how to retort upon this Reverend Biſhop, his 
own words ; Not of OWY 071 ſelves, Dottor ! 
( might they have ſaid ) but of * you, that would 
venture to Silence good men, and even to take away 
their Iives, for things = which you thought they 
ſhould not wenture their lives. All Mankind then 
ſaw no leſs than Three bundred Mmiſters ( whom 
the moſt Learncd Parker compares to the Three 
hundred Soldiers of Gideon ) all of them in one 
particular ſtorm Deprived of their Miniſtry 
and their Maintenance, becauſe they could not 
Subſcribe to lome unlawful Impoſitions. No lefs 
a man than Sir Edward Dearing, in the moſt 
Auguſt Aſſembly under Heaven, could then 
complain, With the Papiſts there is @ ſevere Inqui- 
ſition, and with us a bitter High Commiſſion. 
Yea, the Book Enticuled, The Regiſter of me- 
morable Matters torcbing the Refermation, records 
a Story about a Congregation of an Hundred 
Perſons who refuſed the Liturgy, and had the 
purer Ordinances of the Goſpel among them- 
ſelves, in the Year 1567. for which they Suf- 
fered not a little. And after what faſhion 
ſome of theſe Confeſſors were handled in 
thoſe days, the Reader ſhall underſtand, Cri- 
mine ab uno, which I find ( reported by a Con- 
formiſt ) thus ; © Mr. fohn Heyden, a Devonſhire 
© Miniſter, in a Sermon preach'd at _— 
* ict 
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* let fall ſome paſſages againſt ſetting up of 
* Images, and Bowing at the Name of Fejus ; 
© he was hereon Apprehended like a Traytor, 
© with the Conſtables Bills and Halberts, and 
* brought before Dr. Har/ne:t, then Biſhop, and 
© Manacled like a Felon, and Committed by 
© him cloſe Priſoner to the Common Goal, 
© above Thirteen Weeks, where he was like 
© to Starve (the Biſhop having taken from him 
© his Horſe, Papers, &c.) from whence he 
©* was by a Purſevant convey'd to London, and 
© kept Two full Terms; art laſt, by the High 
© Commiſſion, he was Deprived of his Order; 
© thereafter the High Commiſſioners Impriſoned 
© him in the Gate-bouſe common Dungeon, and 
© Canterbury ſent him to be Whipt in the Com- 
© mon Bridewell, and then kept him all the 
* long extreme Cold Winter in a dark cold 
* Dungeon, without Fire or Candle, Chain'd 
© to a Poſt in the midſt of the Room, with 
© heavy Irons on his Hands and Feet, allow- 
* ing him only Bread and Water, with a Pad 
, of Straw to lie upon ; and on his Releaſe, 
© cauſed him to take an Oath and give Bend to 
© Preach no more, and to depart the Kingdom 
* in Three Weeks without returning. Reader, 
*tis a kind of Inbumanity to relate ſuch horri- 
ble things ; what hath | Ga related is enough 
to make way for the paſſage that muſt now 
follow thereupon. To undergo much Pover- 
p, and — with daily fears of Maſſacre 
om Indian Salvages, in a bleak Region, a 
[Thouſand Leagues from ones own Country, 
is a fad condition ; but if the Liberties of the 
\ Goſpel 
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Goſpel may be had with it, the condition was 
by ſome Thouſands of Good men judged nor 
fo ſad and fo hard, as that of being in the 
Griping 7alon; of Archbiſhop L 4 U D. Cer- 
tainly Mankind will not now wonder at it; 
That a Number of INonconformiſts choſe to fly 
into a Wilderneſs, where they might Peaccably 
cre Evangelical Churches, and purſue the De- 
ſons of a Scriptural Reformation, and enjoy the 
Spiritual Bleſſings of a Reformed State, rather 
than both feel and give the Diſturbance where- 
to the Differences here at home expoſed them. 
An American Wilderneſs, now known by the 
Nameof NEW-ENGLAND, was on 
this occaſion, between the Years 1620 and 
1640, Peopled with Evangelical Churches, by 
ſuch as were driven out of the Realm of 
Ergland through the Perſecutions of Ceremony- 
Mongers, that ever were, and ever will be 
Enemies to all the true Intereſts of the Nation. 


S. 1r. Tis true, That the Party in the 
Church of England, which bates to be Reformed, 
hath, for the moſt part, through I know not 
what Advantages, hitherto been Uppermeſt. 
And hence not only the Reformation of Diſci- | 
plane, which was only commenced in the for-/ 
mer Age, hath ever ſince been ſtopt, but all; 
the Reformation of Dotrie, in the very Eſſe 
tial Points of the Grace of God, then compleat- 
ed, has been in danger to be utterly loſt. 
When the Church firſt Roſe from the Grave 
of the .{utichriſtian Apoſtacy, wherein ſhe had 
lo long been Buried, (he had, like- a” 
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her Grave Chaths hanging about her ; but this 
Party have with a /ucce/s equal to their ferwonr, 
and a ferwowr equal to their ſoy, endeavoured 
ſtill co keep upon her thoſe Monuments of her 
former Miſery. For Diſciplme, they have till 
been in the humour of thoſe 17:inders. who 
held it an Impiety to ſweepa Room after it had 
contracted the Duſt of Three Generations ; 
and when the Word of Chrift hath been urged 
with never ſo much of Irreſiſtible, and In- 
conteſtable Evidence by them who thirſted 
after a better Order ; there hath ſtill been little 
better Anſwer given, than what the Prolocn- 
tor of the Conworation Silenced Philpot withal, 
Tow have the Ward, and we have the Sword, 
But an old Obſervation, in the Homilies of the 
Church of England, hath been too much veri- 
fed in the Prati:cs of them that would be cal- 
led ſo, That ſuch hath been the corrupt Incliration 
of man, Superſt itioufly given to make new Honour- 
ing of God of his own Head, and then to have 
more Aﬀettion and Devotion to keep that, then to 
ſearch out God's Holy Commuaniments and to da 
them, For Defrine , "tis well known that 
Hundreds of thouſands of Romany: at this 
day, diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Jan/enir, 
are Sounder in many Eſlential and Funda- 
menral Points of the Chri/fiz» Fairh, than 
many that have Subſcribed our moſt Ortho- 
dox Articles of the Church cf Er2/:nd, and 
then pretend them to be Arricles nor of Faith, 
but of Peace : Or elſe the famous Letter to 
the Rector of Bru//e/s had never bragg'd, 
Now we bave planted that Sovercizn Drug, Ar- 
minianiſm, 
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minianiſm, which e bope il purge the Protes 
ſtants from their Hereſy; and it flouriſheth and 
bears fruit m due Seaſon. "The Learned Bulli- 
ldus, I remember, ſpeaks of a Florentine Phy- 
lician,; whom all the Friends he had could not 
perſuade ſo much as once to view the Heavens 
through a Teleſcope, and the wunrea/onable man 
gave this reaſon for his refuſal, Becauſe he was 
afraid that then his Eyes would from Ocular 
Demonſtrations, make him ſtagger concerning 
the truth of Ariſtotle's Principles, which he 
was reſolved he would never call in Queſtion. 
Our Unreformable Churchmen ſeem to have 
been as much afraid of bringing Eccleſiaſtical 
Aatters under a fair Examination by the Scri- 
ptures of Truth, leſt they ſhould plainly ſee with 
their Eyes, a neceflicy of Proceeding to fur- 
ther meaſures of Reformation, When an Eng- 
liſh Porl:ament was but bringing in a Bill againſt 
Pluraities , that eternal Scandal of Chriftuanity, 
the Archbiſhop Whitgift, writes to the Queen 
with as much diſtreſs as if chey were all go- 
ing to be Martyr'd at the Stake ; The woful and 
diſtreſſed Eſtate (ſaith he) whereimto we are 
likely to fall, forceth us , with grief of Heart, in 
moſt bumble manner, to crave Tour Majeſty's moſt 
Sovereign Protettion : TWe beſeech Your Higbneſs's 
fawourable beholding of our preſent State, and what 
i will be in time, if the Bill againſt Pluralities 
ſhould take place, And when the Parliament 
was bringing in a Bill againſt another of the 
Abuſes then Oppreſling of Mankind, he com- 
plains to the Queen with hideous Lamentati- 
ons, 'That it wweu'd tend to the Diſhonour of the 
Church, 
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Church, as baving hitherto mamtained an Frrox., 
Then "twas \that the great Zanchy ( in the 
Year 1571.) Addrefied Queen Ezabeth for 
an Abatemene of the unhappy Ceremones , 
concluding, It is to be feared that the Fire is 0 
kindled , and caſteth its flames ſo far and wide, 
that all the Churches of Your meſt mighty King- 
dom, to the moſt perpetual Diſgrace of 1our moſt 
Renowned Majeſty, will be ſet on flaming fire. But 
the ſenſe of the Reformed Churches beyond 
Sea, thus expreſſed by the great Light of Hei- 
delberg, would not be regarded until indeed 
all came to be ſet on @ flame of Fire. Then 
'ewas that the Reverend fobn Fox entred into 
his Martyrology , his complaints about thoſe 
Baits of Popery, and his wiſhes, God take them 
away, or eaſe us from them, {or God knows th:y 
be the cauſe of much Blindneſs and Strife among (t 
men. But the unhappy cauſes of Blmdneſ; and 
Strife have ſtill continued, until they have 
produced matter enough to fill another Aſarey- 
rology. Aﬀter what faſhion che Church hath 
ſince thoſe times jogg'd on with the ol 
Mumpſimus s, I had rather the Pen of a C:»- 
formiſt than mine ſhould rclate ; and let {uch a 
Pen | 'tis the Witty Marvels | now obſerve 
it unto us; * 'There are a par! icniar Rron of 
* Perſons, who, in ſpite of Fate, ill be ac- 
* counted, The Church of England, and to 
* ſhew they are Plwahfts, never do write in a 
* modeſter Style, than 3/7, /7c; nay, even 
© thele, ſeveral of them, aiv men of Parts, 
© ſufficient ro deſerve a Rank among the 
* Teachers and Governors of tle Church. 
* Only 
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* Only what Biſhop Bramball ſaith of Grotjus 
* his defe& in School Divinity, Unum hoc Ma- 
* ceror, & doleo tibi deeſſe; T may apply to this 
* excels and rigour in matter of Diſcipline ; 
* they want all conſideration, a!l Moderation 
* in thoſe things; and I never heard of any 
* of them at any time, who if they got into 
* Power or Office, did ever make the leaſt 
* Experiment or Overture towards the Peace 
* of the Church and Nation they lived in. 
* They are men of a Fiery Nature, that muſt 
* always be uppermoſt, and ſo they increaſe 
* their own Splendor, care not though they ſet 
* all on a flame about them. You would think 
* the ſame day that they took up Divinity, the 

| © diveſted themſelves of Humanity ; and 7 
* they may procure and execute a Law againſt 
* the Nonconformiſts, that they had forgot the 
* Goſpel. They cannot endure that Humilzty, 
* that Meekneſs, that Strittne/s of Manners and 
* Converſation, which is the true way of 
© gaining Reputation and Authority to the Clergy ; 
* much leſs can they content themſelves with 
© the ordinary and comfortable Proviſion that 
* is made for the Miniſtry, but having wholly 
* calculated themſelves for Preferment and Grar« 
* der, they know and praftifſe no other 
© means to make themſelves venerable, but by 
© Ceremony and Severity, Upon the Reſtoration 
of King Charles the Second, there was a fin- 
gular opportunity for the Reformation to have 
gain'd, art leaſt, as much Eſtabliſhment as was 
promiſed in that King's Declaraticn about Ec- 
cleſixſtical riffairsz a Declaration whereot a 
Divine 
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If ever a Divine Sentence was in the mouth of a 
King, ut was with His Majeſty, in that admira- 
ble Declaration 53 and the wnited /udgment of the 
whole Nation, cannot frame a more unexceptiona- 
ble expedient for a firm Concord of the(e diſtralled 
Churches, But this Declaration was immediate- 
ly of as licle regard, as the Solemn League and 
Covenant, Though there were then a Conference 
about thoſe Aﬀairs,between the Epi/copal and the 
Nonconformiſt Divines', by the King's Commu|ſ- 
fron, ſuch was the event, that I ſtill chooſe to 
vive the Story in the very words of a Canfor- 
miſt ; © I admire ( ſays my Author ) that up- 
* on ſuch an Occaſion they could not in any 
* one thing be gratitied ; not ſo much as in for- 
* bearing the Leſſons of the Apocrypha 3 inſo- 
* much, that, as many remember well, after a 
* long tug at the Conwocation- Houſe about thar 
* matter, a good Doctor came our at laſt with 
* great Exultation, That they bad carried it for 
* Bell and the Dragon. And that the Story may 
be yet a little more perfe&, the words of ano- 
ther Conformiſt ſhall be adjoined ; © Many to 
* this day think (ſays my Author ) that the 
© Leaves of that Plant might have conduced 
* much to the Healing of the Nation ; but in- 
* ſtead thereof a Correſive was provided, which 
© Invenom'd, but never Healed the Hurt of 
* the Daughter of our People. His Majeſty foon 
* after this Interim (which was but like L:ghr- 
* ning before a Thunderbolt ) Enacted a Low, 
* which Deprived aboye 7iventy bundred of the 
* Diſlenting Clergy , leaving them to the 
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: Charity of their Friends to prove Bread 
, for themſelves, and Ruined Families. By 

this A# was required a Subſcription to the 
* Book of Common-Prayer, and to give an wn- 
* feigned Afſent and Conſent unto all and every 

thing contained in it, ( which was Reviſed 
* and Reprinted with divers Alterations ) and 
* to be done by ſuch @ day upon pain of De- 
* privation 3 which time was. ſo limited, that 
* the New Copies could not be diſtributed , nor 
* what was to be Subſcribed, conſulted: Which 
© hathoften cauſed ſome to think, that the Per- 
© ſons then EjeFed by that Law, were not Legally 
© Ejetted ; for the Ignorance in that caſe was 
© mvincib/e, the Copies not being to be procu- 
© red in time. How can a man be diſerzed of 
* his Free-bold for not doing a thing which is 
© Impoſſible and Impraticable ? 

Then it was that the Parliament, ſince known 
by the Name of Penſumer, were fo Priett-ridden, 
as to Enae thoſe horrid Laws for Ceremonies, 
by which the Magna Charts of the Nation 
was torn to pieces ; Millions of Perjuries fill d 
the Land ; the moſt bruitiſh of men were hired 
ro do the moſt bruitiſh of things; Comvitt ins 
were made, and Fenalties were laid, not only 
without 7urirs, but alſo withour any hearing 
of the Accuſed ; Ffates were Seized and Em- 
bezzel'd; Heon/-s were broke up and difturbed ; 
Femil:es were ſcattered and ruined ; the Pr:- 
{ons were fill'd with the mor /eriowms Chriſt tans ;; 
and Rewind Alir;ers of the Goſpel ſeyr un- 
to the Stccks an] the Tew'rs of Correffton all 
over the K.212d0m, for nothing but becanle 
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their Conſciences could not Conform co ſinful Ce- 
remonies, which in the Judgment of the Impo- 
ſers were but Indifferent. Thus Edom did purſue 
his Brother with the Sword, and caſt off all pity 3 
bis Anger did tear perpetually, and be kept bis 
wrath for ever; till God ſent @ Fire upon them. 
{ have read concerning Zoroaſter's Book, En- 
ticled The Similitzde, That it required no leſs 
than Twelve bundred and ſixty Ox Hides for the c1- 
wering of it. I know not how far the full 
Story of the m—— of the Nonconformiſts 
under the Carolme Perſecution would go to fill 
a Book of ſuch enormous Dimenſions ; this 
I know, 'twas a Perſecution too terrible to ad- 
mit of a Similitude ; and there is a worthy 
Writer who does not ſ{cruple to ſay, That if 
the Swfferings of Good men in this Perſecurion” 
were diſtin&tly written, our largeſt Books of 
Martyrs would be but an Enchiridion in com- 
pariſon of this Hiſtory. Art length to be re- 
veng'd upon them for their Joining, as they 
always did, with the Sober part of the Nation 
againſt the Popiſh Plot, there fell upon them 
the Storm , which not only coſt many of chem 
their Lives, but alſo _—_— diflipated their 
Congregations. Their Adverſaries then kept a 
Day of Thanksg:ving through the Kingdom ; 
and in this doleful ſtate they lay Three Years 
and an half ; even till the Laws, which ſome 
think were made by »o Authority, reccived ei- 
ther from God or Man, came ftrangely (and at 
laſt fairly ) to be removed. Since the moſt 
lappy Acceflion of Their Majeſties, King 
i7:4;am and ( the late) Queen Mary, to the 
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Throne of the Three Kingdoms, the oppor- 
tunity to Profecute the Reformation hath been 
wonderfully renewed and increaſed, not only 
in the readineſs which thoſe excellent Princes 
have ſhewn in many inſtances to Relieve the 
Oppreſ/ed Conſciences of the Proteſtant Diſſemters, 
but alſo in their earneſt calling upon the Cler- 
ny of the Erg/ih Nation to prepare and offer 
Things for the good Order, Edification, and Unity 
of the Church of England, and the Reconciling as 
much as is poſſible, all Differences among the good 
Cubjetts, and to take away all occaſions of rhe like 
for the future. Nevertheleſs we cannot learn 
that any great matter hath hitherto been done 
by them, to. anſwer the expeRtation of the 
lieit of Princes; but excepting the Indulgence 


granted unto the Nonconformiſts by an A4& of 


Farliament, all things remain ſo much in the 
old poſture, as to produce this Complaint of 
a worthy Perſon , one Mr. Snowden, who is 
vet a Conformable Sun of the Church Ever 
farce rhe Reformation (\aich he ) the Church bath 
ſuffered many a butter parg for :be ſake of theſe 
Offen/roe Rites and Ceremonies : They once fretted 
out berry Bowels, and bave been, ever fmce then 
Reſtoration with Charles the Second, as Moth; 
fretting ber Garments : They hawe been tht conſfant 
[ronblers of our Ifracl ; and | am atraid, f, with 
Jonas the) be POT caſt overboard, they will af one 
rume or anv0:her ſink our Ship. After theſe mul- 
tiplied and emphatical Overtures, there comes 
forth unto the World, a cx Clint, which in- 
licad of conſenting unto the Abatement of 
any one Apocry;bat Ingredient in Divine Wor: 
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ſhip, does propoſe the A44izim of more, and 
the Appomtment of Reading ſometimes in the 
Church for the further Enl:gbtening of our Un- 
deritanding , certain Portions out of EIKQN 
BASIAIKH ; | about the true Author of which 
Book, the Earl of A4ngle/cy, and (a Conform- 
able Divine) the Reverend Dr. 4nthony Walker, 
and not I, muſt be an Informer unto as many 
as would be truly informed | ; and unto this 
Propoſal of our Yox Cleri, not I, but one who 
called himſelf, A ſober Lay-man of the Church of 
England , hereupon Publiſhing a Vox Popu, 
hath anſwered, And why nut the Arcadian 
Prayer in the [ame Book, for the furthermg of our 
Devotions ? What ſhall we ſay more ? If nei- 
ther the Command: of Chriſt, nor the Judgments 
of God, nor the Arguments of the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon, with the long Experience of above an 
Hundred and fifry Years Nonſenſe in Imp 
tions and Perſecutions, have not perſuaded us to 
make a more thorough Reformation z one 
would think that the Deriſion, which for the 
want of it, we have had from the Papiſt, them- 
ſelves, whom it has been our pretence therein 
to accommodate, mighe have carried ſome lic- 
tle perſuaſion in it. Reader, unto them that 
are moſt concerned, let us leave the Tranfla- 
tion of a very pungent Paſſage, which Ed- 
ward Wetton hath, in his Theatrrum Vite Cruilis 
& Sacre, Printed at Antwerp. 

Ali Proteſtances, ne prorius Imp: wideantur, 
noſtris Miſſali, ac Breviario, cum [uo delettu 
utuntur, Et quo Religions apud eo; Forma cele- 
brior appareat, adbavent Canonicos, etiam, (i diis 
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plxcer, © Archidiachonos. Adcoque de More 
Feclefte Romanzx Evorum Cappas, pluvialia & 
cjuldem SupelleRtiiem, quam dicunt mweniſſe m 
Synagogt Antichrilli, Quo ip/o L:quet, Religic- 
rem Frote* ntrum 1mprimss Furto noxiam —— wv 

f Fures haber: reeu nit, maneant Simiae noſtr &, & 
Antichriſti. Rivenrur bi, cum 9mmni ſus Scent, 
nou 4 n0fr:; modo, weriem & & ſurr: And then 
he adds the ſaying of one, Videntur Angli Pa- 
pam & ſuo Regno fugiſſe aged feſtine, ut eum Coc- 
gerint wyeſtes & Tergo velinquere 5 quibus iſti, 
Ovantium Ritu Choros ducentts, induuntur pero- 
ati, But none of all theſe conſiderations 
hath hicherto moved the Predommant Party ; 
nor have theſe true Sons of Aufin the Monk, 
taken any other methods to recommend them- 
ſelves unto the Nonconft »mi/ts, than that old 
Forma! and Fooliſh Mz took to puſh the 
Papal Ceremonies upon thoſe ancient Churches 
of Nonconformiſts, our Britiſh Anceſtors. The 
Church of England, in the beginning of the 
Commination againſt Stmners, does confeſs, That 
her Di/ciplive 15 not ſo good as that of the Pr:- 
mitivve Churches was for feveral Apes. And no 
Commination of our Lord Jefus Chriſt againſt 
the Unreſormable, has cauſed them to lay aſide 
their ſinful Reſolution, That it newer ſhall be /o. 
The Þ eformut ion when carried but half through, 
immediately ftuck Nike an Inchanted Cart, and 
if by any diving that hath made the rackling 
all fy, ir hath been ſtrain d beyond the Lie, 
where the Spe!7 was firſt laid upon it, it hath 
foon refil'd wichin that Live again with a Ven- 
22ance. Now to ufe ( which on this Theme 
{ fill chout2) the words of a Conformadle 
Writer, 
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Writer, I; it not frange | faith the Conform- 
able Author of a Plea for Abatement } to ob- 
ſerve that im the Reformation of Religion, there 
ſhould be /o great a ſally out of Darkneſs into mar- 
wvellons Light upon the firſt dawning of that Day, 
and that notwithſtanding all the Prayers and Tears 
of Oppreſſed Conſcienres , and the 2tmoſ® endea- 
wours of aur Learned } athers, it cou!d not for more 
than this Hundre Yeav', be carried on one fbep fur- 

ther towards per}, 4 19th e 
S. 12. Thus it muſt be, becauſe an Half 
time of the Twelve hundred and ſixty years, de- 
rermiged for the continuance of the Apoſtacy, 
was yet behind. But now, ft up your beads 
ye Reforming Churches of God, becauſe Re- 
demption draweth nigh. The Hundred and four- 
ſcore years are almolt out ; and then an irreſiſti- 
ble Spirit of REFORMATION 
ſhowred from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt on the 
Hearts of men, ſhall bring mighty and happy 
Changes upon the World. He doth great 
things by Spirit, and, Lord, 1 know that thou 
canſt do every thing. The Sacred Oracles of 
Heaven affign Two fteps to be taken for the 
aboliſhing of Antichrift : Firſt an Harveſt, and 
then a Vitage : Our Lord had a notable Har- 
weſt of Churches gathered out of the Papal 
Empire at the Reformation in the former Cen- 
tury ; but the Harveſt leaves no little work for 
the Vintage, which always comes about a Se- 
wventh part of the Year after it. Now the Se- 
venth part of the Twelve bundred and (ixty 
years, which conſtitute the grand year of 
Amtichrift , is juſt an Hundred and fourſcore 
Years; and about ſo many Years from the 
F 4 Ree 
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Reformation, we ſhall ſee Popery ca#t into the 
great wine-pre(s of the wrath of God. But be- 
cauſe in this Thorny Argument T have ſtill cho- 
ſen to ſay all in words whereto the Conformable 
Sons of the Church of England have helped 
me, I will here chooſe to ſum up my expeRa- 
tions in the words of ſuch an one ; for [ſuch an 
owe 1] find in the Year 1690, publickly thus 
exprefling himſelf; I: is rbe bepe of many Good 
and Learned men, that the time is at band when 
God wil! deliver bis Church for ever from the 
darkneſs of the Kingdom of Antichrift ; and that 
the Nations will cait away all things that have 
been Initruments of advancing his Tyranny and 
Superitution ; ſurely that glorious Day will open 
mens Eyes ; I hawe the faith to believe, that 
England will not be blimd 2:ben o:ber Nations do 
fee, And long before him, I find another of 
them, namely, Dr. Afore ſaying, What barm 
i to preſage ſo well of the Reformation, as that 
after the Decurſion of the years of their Child- 
bood, God will ripen them into a more manly ſenſe 
of the great and indiſpenſable Duties of the Goſpel ; 
That he will not tolerate nor connive any longer at 
thezr childiſh ſquablong about Nutſhels , Counters, 
and Cherry-itones 5 but menace them even with 
Deſftruttior, if they leawe not off their Amimoſities 
and /iſperities of mind about Triflet, and bold not 
faſt wrtg the Royal Law of Lowe? I would rc- 
proach my Hand, if I did not find it even to 
tremble in Tranſcribing the terrible words of 
the Famous Mr. Baxter, who hath Publiſhed 
Cats Þ:ogaoſtication : I thmk it exceeding proba- 
br, that her Eagland will bave Popery ſettled 
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in Power by @ French Conqueſt, w the French 
Faſhion, by the Compliance of thoſe of the Eng- 
liſh Clergy, who are for a Forcign Church-Ju- 
riſdiction , or elſe God will conſtrain the preſent 
Governors, by the ſenſe of their own Intereſt , if 
not of the Intereſ® of Religion and the common 
Good, to open the publick Church-doors unto that 
Concord, ogainſt which they hawe been lock d by 
the At of Uniformity, and ſuch like, above 
Thirty Years 3; and the unplacable Enemies of _— 
will caſt down themſelves. The former part o 

this terrible Prognoſftication, how probable ſo- 
ever the Sins of men have rendred it, we may 
hope ſhall by the Sovereign Mercy of Heaven 
be prevented ; but the latter part of it, ſhall 
by the Almighty Spiriz of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, working on the Hearts of men, how- 
ever not without an amazing ſhake once more 
not only of the Parth, but of the Heawens al- 
ſo, be ſpeedily and gloriouſly accompliſhed. 

It would indeed make a Volume to re- 
cite all the bopeful paſſages of a true E L E U- 
THERTIAN ſtrain, which we find oc- 
curring in the Books of late Years, written 
by many Conformable Sons of the Church of 
England, Now becauſe I am going to pre- 
dick the Language , which will be heard 
throuzh the Nation, when a wonderful Rewo- 
lution (hall irrefiſtibly bring on the heretofore 
maligned, and hitherto oppoſed Reformation ; 
and Good men will write in all their Books, 
what was the Motto written by Selucccerus in 
all of his, NEPI NANTOS THN EAETOEPIAN, 
Above all things fa LIBERTY. I am 
| willing 
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willing firſt of all to repeat a little of that 
Language, which I find in the Writings of the 
Conformable. Reader, Shall we go fo high as 
the very Reverend old Robert Abbot the Biſhop 
of Salizhuwry, whoſe Two Younger Brothers, 
one became Archbiſhop of Canterbury , the 
other became Lord-Mayor of London? This 
reat man, when Door of the Chair in the 

niverſity of Oxford | 1615. } chus expreſſed 
himſelf; © There are ſome, that are partly 
© Romiſh , partly Engliſh, as occaſion ſerves : 
* So that a man may ſay unto them, Noſeer es, 
© an Adver/ariorum? Who under pretence of 
* Truth, and preaching againſt the Puritans , 
* ſtrike at the Heart and Reor of the Faith and 
© Religion now Eſtabliſhed among us. This 
* Preaching againſt the Puritans, was but the 
* praftice of Parſons and Campi:n's Counſel 
© | Two notorious Feſuite: ] when they came in- 
© to Englend to ſeduce young Students : For 
© when many of them were afraid they ſhould 
© loſe their places if they ſhould profeſſedly 
© be thus, the Counſel they then gave them 
* was, That they ſhould ſpeak freely agamſt the 
© Puritans, and that ſhould ſuffice. Now for 
© this ſpeech, That the Presbyterians are as bad 
© &s the Papiſts ; there is a fig in it, which I 
* wiſh had been left out ; for there are many 
* Churches beyond the Seas which contend for the 
© Religion eſtabliſhed amongſt us, which yet 
© have Approved and Admitted the Presbytery ; 
© and this is to make them as bad as the Papiſts. 
© Beſides, there have lived among us many 
* Reverend and Worthy men, which have 

nor 
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© not rejected the Presbytery, taking ir even for 
© Lay Elders; and amongſt the reſt, Dr. Nowe!, 
* late Dean of Pau/s, in his larger Catechiſm, 
* p. 29. and 71. affirms, That in every wel Go- 
* wern'd Church there was a Presbytery ; and yet 
* this Catechiſm, by the late Reverend Arch- 
* biſhop of Canterbury, was commanded to be 
* had 1n every Grammar-School 5 which ſurely 
* he would not have done, if the Presbyterians 
* were as dangerous or bad as the Papiſts. 

Bur I ſpoke of coming to the late Nears, and 
I will do it as faſt as I can. Tis Biſhop Dave» 
nant, who ſays, © If you be free from the 
© Rites that God himſelf once Preſcribed, then 
* are you free from the Traditions of men. Ir 
© is a moſt wicked thing, that they ſhould im- 
* pole this Toke upon you, and you are moſt 
* fcoliſh to ſubmit your Necks unto it ; for Ged 
* would not have aboliſhed the Ceremonial Law 
* Inſtituted by bimſelf, that a New One may be 
* invented by men. 

'Tis. Biſhop Tayſi+ who ſays, © a /ymbolical 
* Rite of Human Iroention, to ſignify what it 
* does not effe&, and then introduced in the 
© Solemn Service of God, is ſo like thoſe vain 
* Imaginations and Repreſentations forbidden 
© in the Second Commandment, that the very 
© ſuſpicion is more againſt Edifcation, than their 
© uſe can pretend unto. Eccleſiaſtical Laws are 
* to be fitred for the advantage of the Churches, 
* Miniſtring to Edification, and complying with 
© Charity; whatever Eccleſiaſtical Law hath not 
* theſe Conditions, the Churches ougbt not to re- 


© cerve. 
*Tis 


92 A Hiſtery of the Reformation, 


"Tis Mr. Hales (one as worthy to have 
been a Biſhop as Archbiſhop Lud ) who ſays, 
© That when either = or Uncertain Conclu- 
* ſions are obtruded for Tutb, or Ads cither 
* Unlawfu! or Miniſtring juſt Scruple, are re- 

uired of us to be performed ; in theſe ca- 

Gs, Conlent were Con, piracy, and open Con- 
teſtation is not Fattion or Schiſm, but due 
Chriſtian Animoſity, That it hath been the 
common Di/eaſe of Chriſtians from the be- 
ginning not to content themſelves with that 
meaſure of Faith, which God and the Scri- 
pres have expreſly afforded. — But upon 
pretence of Church Autbority ( which is none ) 
or Tradition ( which for the molt part is but 

© feign d) they have peremptorily concluded, 
and confidently impoſed upon others, a ne- 
cellicy of entertaining Conclutions of that 
nature. That to load our publ:ck horms with 
the private Fancies upon which we differ, is 
the moſt Sovereign way to perpetuate Schi/m 
unto the worlds end. That they do bur 
abuſe themſelves and others, that would per- 
ſuade us, that Bi{-53ps by Chriſt's Inſtitution 
have any Superior::y over other men, further 
than that of Rewerence, 

'Tis Dr. Fur ( one as worthy of a 
Biſhoprick too as any other ) who ſays, © Mul- 
* riformity in things merely indifferent, wich 
© mutual Charity, dotlh more promote God's 
* Glory than Uuiformity it (elf. 

"Tis Biſhop Srillmgflcee, who ſays (though 
he were not a Biſhp when he ſaid it) © Let 
* men turn and wind themſelves which way 
* they 
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* they will, by the very ſame Arguments that 
* any will prove Separation from the Church 
* of Rome Lawful, becauſe ſhe required Un- 
© lawful things as conditions of her Communion, 
* it will be proved Lawful, Not to conform to 
* any ſaſpetted or unlawful Praftice, required by 
* any Church-Governors upon the ſame Terms, 
© if the' thing ſo required be after ſerious and 
* ſober enquiry , judged Unwarrantable by a 
* man's own Conſcience. Again, What poſlible 
* reaſon can be given, why ſuch things ſhould 
* not be ſufficient for Communion with a 
© Church, which are ſufficient for Salvation ? 
* And certainly thoſe things are ſufficient for 
© That, which are laid down as the neceſſary 
© Duties of Chriſtianity by our Lord and Saviour 
© in his Word. —— Without all Controverſy, 
© the main inlet of all the Diſtractions, Con- 
© fuſjons, and Diviſions in the Chriſtian World, 
© hath been by Adding other Conditions of Church 
* Communion than Chriſt hath made, Further , 
© By allowing a Liberty for matters of Hdif- 
, ferency, and bearing with the weak, who can- 
* not bear things which others count Lav/u!, 
© we might indeed be reſtored unto a Prim:- 
* tive Luſtre far ſooner, than by furbiſhing up 
© ſome Antiquated Ceremonies, which can de- 
© rive their Pedigree no higher , than from 
* ſome ancient Cuſtom and Tradition. Once 
more, © There is nothing the Primitive Church 
* delerves greater Imitation by us in, than 
* that admirable Temper , Moderation , and 
© Condeſcention, which was uſcd in it 
* towards all the Members of it. It Was nC- 

ver 
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© ver thought worth the while to make any 
© ſtanding Laws for . Rites and Cuſtoms , that 
© had no other Original but Tradition, much 
© leſs to ſuſpend men her Communion for not 
© obſerving them. 

"Tis the Biſhop of Hereford, who ſays, * As 
* long as men hold faſt the Body of Chriſt, be 
* not Rigorous with them for Shadows, This 
© Forceable urging Un:/ormuy in Worſhip, hath 
© cauſed grear diviſion in Faith as well as Cha- 
© rity. I beſeech you in the fear of God, ſer 
© before your Eyes the dreadful Day of Fude- 
© ment, when Chrift on his Tribunal of Juſtice 
© ſhall thus queſtion you, Are your Ceremonies 
© more dear unto you, than the Souls for which 1 
© Died? If David diſpenſed with a Ceremony 
* Commanded by God to ſatisfy the Hunger of 
© bis People, Will not you diſpenſe with your own 
© Ceremonies to ſatisfy the Souls of my People ? 
© Shall they periſh for tran(greſſmg yeuwr Human 
* Laws, which they 1gnorantly conclude Erroneons, 
© and ſhall not you periſh for tranſgre/ſing my Di- 
* vine Laws, which you know to be Good and 
© Holy? 
"Tis the Proteſt ant Reconcil:s ( a faithful Son 
of the Church of Eng/md, as one calls him ) 
who favs, * It is certain that our Church hath 
* altered her Litwgy at ſeveral Zimes, and in 
© ſeveral Paris. Hence it appears, how ſenſe- 
* leſly "ris alledged, Thac we cannot abate 
* theſe Cereronies, becaule they have been once 
© received by the Church. One $kiill'd in An- 
© tiquity will be convinced of the great mnſfu- 
* c«1'y of theſe rwo pretences 3 That we, lay- 
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* ing aſide of the reſt, have kept our preſent 
© Ceremonies out of due Reverence to Anti 
© quity. 

*Tis the Reverend Mr. Samue! Bolde, who 
ſays, © I dare affirm, That if the Rites atid 
© Ceremonies now in uſe in the Church of 
* England, ſhould be Altered by the ſame Au- 
© thoricy which did at firſt Enjoin them, the 
© Church of England would ſtill be as impreg- 
© nable a Bulwark againſt Popery as now ſhe is ; 
© and I am fully fatisfied there is no man will 
* deny this, unleſs he be either a Rea! Papif, 
© or an Ignorant and a Superſtitious Fool. 

Why ſhould I quote the Four Books, En- 
ticled, The Conformiſts Plea for the Nonconfor- 
miſts, which were Compoſed by a Beneficed 
Miniſter, and Regular Son of the Church of Eng- 
land, and expoled in the Years 1681, 1682, 
1683? Unto theſe, if I ſhould add all that 
occurs in the ſeveral Arguments humbly Propoſed 
for Conceſſions and Alterations im the Commun« 
Prayer, and in the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church of England ( with numberleſls Quo- 
tations from Conformable Authors therein 
made ) publiſhed by a Mmiſter + 4 the Church of 
England, as Law Eſtabliſhed, in the Year 
1689, Some herce IDUMIA AN would 
ſay, I am raiſing an Army of Moderate Con- 
formiſts againlt his YVwlet Party, And yet TI 
muſt preſume to Cite a few Lines out of the 
Author laſt mentioned : Says he, © The Cere- 
© monies are Inutilia Clo, of little or no uſe 
© for the winning of Soul;, And I ſee not bur 
* that Prelate's Spegch was truly Chriſtian, 
* who 
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we Eat them are we the better, mor if we Eat 
not are we the worſe ; lo we are nothing bet- 
cered by theſe Ceremonies, And the Reaſon 
for the uſe of the Ceremonies ceaſeth much ; 
they were kept partly out of Compliance 
with the Papi#s to gain upon them, but now 
the Papiſts are harden'd by it, upbraiding us 
\ as Biſhop Uſher ſaid of them ) If our Fleſb 
* be not good, Why do you drink of our Broth ? 
* And the Conformiſts ( many of them) would 
* think it hard to be Silenc'd for not Aſſenting 
* to the Perſeverance of the Saints, or any other 
* the Five Points, according to the common 
* Senſe of our Diſſenting Brethren. — I ſhall 
*,conclude with the common Aſlertion of the 
© Reformed Churches, That all Churches ſhould 
* labour as much as poflibly may be, after Apo- 
© ftolical Simplicity, and fewneſs off Ceremonces, 
* which they judpe the ſafeſt, the pureſt, and 
* the beſt ; as Peter Martyr, Bucer, Caluin, Be- 
* 24, Zanciy, and indeed almoſt all Good men 
* aſhrm. 

Leſt my Reader ſhould grow wear { and 
yer who can be weary! | of being enter- 
rain'd with too long a Repetition of the true 
ELEUTHERIA N Language, to be 
found in the Books of many Conformable 
Writers, I will only Extra&t a few Lincs from 
Two more of thoſe Writers, who yet have 
not prefixed their Names unto their Works ;; 
and it is a ſhame to the Nation, that men 
who write fo w«/, ſhould find it necellary, 
_ R kur 
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for the avoiding of E:wvy, to wire Anony” 
mouſly, 

It was in the Year 1699, that one Con- 
formable Divine [ whoſe Name, I hear, is 
Mr. Graves ] Publiſhed a Diſcourſe on the 
Vanity, Miſchief, and Danger of continuing Cere- 
monies in the IWorſhip of God : And now fee 
what hz ſays; © It we by continuing the pre- 
© ſent Terms of Communion, drive People from 
© us, the Schi/m will lodge at our doors, and 
* we ſhall be the Schiſmaticks, They that for 
* Rites labour to keep up our Animoſities, make 
© themſelves Guilty of all the Perſecutions of 
* former Times 3 and God may charge upon 
© them all the Righteous Blood that has been 
© ſhed, from the Blood of A4be/ to the Blood 
* of Ruſſel ; Verily I ſay unto you, it ſhall be re- 
, quired of this gencration. . There 15 no 
© keeping up the Honour of the Ceremonizs, 
* except we blmd the People, which is now im- 
* poſſible. —— Many of own Clygy 
* fubmic not unto them out of "T hoice, but as 
* a Burthen from which they would gladly te 
* delivered. — As Know! [ze increaſeth , 
© Zeal for Ceremonies will prow mo;c and mare 
© Ridiculous. The Lords, we Knights of 
* the Shires, and the Burgeiſes, know who 
© are fit in their ſeveral Countries to b2 Cown- 
© ſellors of Peace, and FHealrs of our Breaches ; 
© and if we are unwilling to be Peace-maker:, 
© ebey may (if they pleaſe) make a Law, 
©'That the Members of voth Hon'es, {ball in 
* their ſeveral Countrics, cnufſe Three or Four 
* Divines to fit in Convocation to ofier unto 
© * thera 
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them, what may ſettle the Peace cf our 
Church. The Church would loſe no- 
thing though all its Ceremonies were laid aſide. 
They are no more an Ornament unto the 
Church, than the Chains of a Galky or a 
Priſcn, are Ornaments to the poor man that is 
laden with them. A Soul ſwallowed 


- up in the Contemplations of the Infinite 


- Majeſty of the Glorious God, may reckon 
theſe impoſed Fooleries, no better than the 
 Feols Capsand Coats which Perſecutors did put 
- ON the Saints of God ; they may be valued 
. by formal Dead Chriſtians, but the Spiri: 

* Ainded will look on them, as Toys fit cafes 
* Adorn Hypocrizes. No man can ſhew any 
good they have done, except it be good to 
maintain a Corrupt Party in Church and 
Star?, to the excluding a Pious, Sober, Peace- 
able \ Dil, igent , Powerfu! Intereſt. Uniformity 
is Def ormity, and Confuſion, when men ap- 
* point other Terms of Miniſterial Service and 
Church-Communion, than are preſcribed in 
* God's Word. Lhe good Temper, Wif- 
: dom, Diligence, Faithfulneſs, and Courage 
* of God's Servants, hath been uſeful ro Man- 
_ kind; but a Carnal Fat#ion of Chriſtians, be- 
" ing hurried by. a mad Zeal for little things, 
" have oppreſſed theſe Benefa#ors, ſtained the 
- Glory ot the Naticn , "beaten down the 
* Rents of Lands, diſcouraged Induſtry, de- 
* ſtroyed Trade, and brought the moſt Illu- 
firious land 1 in the World, unto a low ſtate. 
The making neceſſary Terms of Mi- 


* nilterial Service, which Chriſt never enjoin- 
ed, 
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* ed, is an Invaſion of his Kingly Office, —— 
© Inſtead of keeping out Burning and Shinirg 
© Lights, we had need 7rim ſome of our own, 
* which give but a faint Light, if any at all. 
© . —- The moſt Learned Divmes, and the 
© Wiſeſt Stateſmen in the World, are but 
© Bunglers when they take upon them to add 
© unto God's Worſhip what he hath not appoint- 
© ed. — With theſe Inventions Heathens and 
© Atheiſts are habited like Chrift:ens for the ſer- 
* vice of the Devil, to corrupt and deſtroy 
© true Chrifianity. — Mankind hath for ma- 
© ny Ages been poſleſſed and tormented with 
© a furious Spirit, the Devil of Impoſitions 3 it 
© will never be well ill this Spirit is caſt out. 
: Piety hath been hid in Corners, re- 
* move Stumbling-Blocks, and it will come 
* forth and appear in publick with all its Beau- 
*ty and Glory. The uſe of Ceremonies 
© tends to the oppreſſion of the Life and Power 
© of Chriſtianity, They are like Painted Win- 
* dews, Which make a gaudy ſhew, but they 
* much leſſen the Light. —— The Carnal part 
© of the world is ealily engaged for ther, 
* againſt Holmeſ/s; and to ſuch a degree that 
© ſerious Piety hath been ſcotted at, not only by 
* the Mobile, but even the Tribe of the Lorg 
© Robe when engaged to be Advocates for Impo- 
© ſitions. Our furious Bigors, when they 
* had quite trampled under foot the Diſſenters, 
* they began a wild Carier againſt Piety and 
* Sobriety in their own Body. The Removal 
* of Ceremonies will take away the V:zor with 
* which Formaliſts , Hypocrites, Wicked and 
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© Proſane men, do cover themſelves. The 
* continuance of them in the Worſhip of 
© God, will be a Gratification of the Horſt of 
© Chriſtians, and a Grief to the Beff. le 
© cannot be roved, that Ceremertes in Wor- 
© ſhip ever did any good. In the Refor- 
* mation in the laſt Century, the Pope was dri- 
© ven hence in ſuch halte, that he left ſome of 
* his Toys behind him ; theſe have continued 
* too long among us, to the great dilturbance 
* of the Church. In the fk Reformation we 
* were cleanſed from Idolatry; in the next, I 
© hope, we ſhall go a ſep further. Let us 
© not Fight againſt God ; all dividing Terms of 
© Communion, or of the Exerciſe of the Mi- 
* niltry, are the things to be removed in order 
© to a more perfetf Reformation of the Church, 
* and to make way for a more holy and bleſ- 
© ſed Statez which may be at hand, if by our 
© perverſeneſs we do not put away this happi- 
© neſs from us: God is doing this Work in the 
© World; it ſhall go on, though we periſh by 
© our fooliſh Obſtinacy. —- 41 the Pious, 
* Sober, and Moderate Clergymen are for an 
© Unien; the reſt are, ſome of them, Dignif- 
© el -Drones; theſe fear Contempt if more 
* diligent Labourers are admitted into the 
© Church. Some are Learned, but are infla- 
© med wiih a Phariſaical Zeal for the Form of 
© Godlmeſs, denying the Power thereof : Some 
© are Debauch'd, and fear the ſevere Correttton 
© that is due unto them : Some are departed 
* from our Dottrme, and fear ( bere the Shoe 
© pancbeth ) that their Errors will be expoſed by 
* the 
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© the Acceſſion of ſuch an Ortbodoxlateref as the 
© Body of the Presbyterians, who are firm to 
© the Dottrime of the Church of England : 
© Some are fo Sorriſh, that they at their pait 
© very ill, and would be undone if cheir Teo!s 
were taken away : All our Sticklers are Tan- 
tivees for their own Humours, and care not 
what becomes of our Religion, Laws, and Lti- 
* berties, —— Though by the 4# of Indul- 
© gence, the Inſtruments of Perſecution are ſtruck 
* out of the hands of Perſecutors, yet we may 
© be ſtill guilty of Perſecution, if we continue 
* thoſe things that armed Evil men againlt the 
© People of God. —— He requires you to 
© Pray unto the Lord of the barveſt, that be would 
© ſend forth more labourers into his harveſt ; and 
© you keep away many worthy Labowrers from 
* his Work, becauſe they cannot comp!ly with 
* Terms that he never appointed, ——— 
Thus he, 


c 
c 
c 


It was in the Year 1693. That another 
Conformable Divine [ whoſe Name as I am in- 
formed is Mr. S»owden | Publiſhed a Diſcourſe 
for Abatement in Maiters of Conformity to ſcueral 
Injunttions and Orders of the Church of England. 


ce What he ſays: © Compulſion is a Quiver 


* which affords many a ſharp Arrow, but ſuch 
* as ſeldom hit the Mark. —— Yet we can- 
© not go to the Houſe of God in Company : 
* How happy were it if che Partition Wall were 
© broken down, or fo wide a Door made in it 
* that we might go in and out ; that every 
* thing were cut «ff which troubles the Church, 
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© and which are as Goads in the Side, and Therns in 
* the Eye, of Conſcience. The Convocation held 
* in the Year 1640. ſpeaking of the Cuſtom of 
© Bowing in token of Reverence to God when 
© we come in the Place of Publick or 
© ſays thus; I the Prattice or Admiſſion of this 
© Rite, we deſire that the Rule of —_ 1! 
© ſcribed by the Apoſtle may be obſerved, which #: 

© That they who uſe this Rite, deſpiſe not thoſe who 


© uſe it not; and they who uſe it not, condemn not 


© them who uſe it. ( The like Liberty is left as 
© to Bowing at the Name of Feſus). And [ 
© cannot underſtand, why the ſame Latirude or 
© Charity might not be granted in the other 
© ſcrupled parts of Conformity. The Church (I 
© am of Opinion ) may thank her Preferments * 
© for the extreme Zeal of many of her Votaries 
* in the caſe of Conformiry, The Whore of 
© Babylon never wanted Pledgers, whenever ſhe 
* drank to them out of her Golden Cup, what- 
© ever /bominations 'ewas hlled with. Sup» 
* poſe ſome of our Tackling ſhould be rent, 
* and Sprucery ſullied, yer it were a Misfor- 
* tune no way comparable to that of daſhing 
* the Ship again{t the Rock. And what Shij- 
© wrack the Storms which ſome Zealots a- 
© mong us are ever upon the leaſt Alteration 
* of that Rigging (though upon the juſteſt 
© Reaſons) railing, may occaſion, God only 
* knows, if he that ſtills the Raging of the Sea, 
© does not quiet the Madneſs of the People, =—— 
* Why might not things be fo tempered, that 
* the Church of England, by hearkening to 
* ſome Terms of accommodation, and _—y a 
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© Rebatement of Diſputable Things, and ( all 
- along ) oifenlive Rites and Ce Fermones , be- 
© come more enlarged, and ſertled upon a 
© firmer Baſis and more tried Foundation? Al- 
* though I have ſome good reaſon to know, 
* and believe (and therefore do I ſpeak) that 
© many of our Diſlenting Brethren be cf 
© Mephibeſheth's mind, That if che Proteſtant 
© Religion may be ſecured, the King and King« 
© dom ſetlcd in Peace, they are contented the 
© Ziba's ſhould rake al.; they grudge not at 
© their Preferments and Digniti« 5, —-- But why 
© ſhould we envy our Brethrens ſitting at the 
© ſame Table, when we have all the {ame Ferb, 
© the ſame Father, the ſame Baptiſm, and the 
* ſame hope of eur Callmg ? Or, Is there no re- 
© gard to be had unto the tender Conſciences of 
© Conformiſts , who rather than violate the 
© Peace, or break the Unity of the Church, 
© have a long time laboured under an beawy bur- 
© then ? I with there may not be the ſame rea- 
© ſon to believe now, what a Reverend Door 
© and Dignitary of the Church hath ſome 
© Years ſince declared unto the World, Thar 
© they ſeem reſolved to break all in picces, and h. 
© ard our Religion, and [:t theſe [ad iffetts, or 
© Diviſions, ſtill continue, than to abate their Ri- 
© gour in Impoſing, what they may Lawfully Alter 
© and Aboliſh. The Old Leven could not te 
© purged out all at once ; and therefore ſeveral ' 
© of the greateſt Prelates in Queen Elzabeth's 
© Days endeavoured to proceed in that work z 
© but Satan hindred them ; and, be that bath let, 
* fill lets; yea, that Myſtery of Iniquity, will 
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* wort, till it be taken out of the way, ——— 
© While our Diſcio/me hath been very quick- 
* ſighted in matters of Conformity as to the 
© ſmalleſt Ceremonies, it hath been comparative- 
* ly dull in hearing, and flow in ſpying the 
* greateſt. Immoralities, —— We ſhould all fic 
© under our Vies and Fig-trees , leading a 
© peaceable and quiet life, when once theſe Apples 
s. Strife ( which, they ſay, grow upon a 
© Tree that is neither Good nor Ev ) became 
* Forbidden Fruit. Haec ille 


Thus, Reader, F am fo far from able to 
brag, with ol4 Epicurns, of not having in all 
my Writings Quoted any one ſingle Authority 
out of any Book whatſoever, that (although 
I have not, as Pineda did in his Monarchia Ec- 
elefi:ftica, Cited One thouſand and forty Au- 
thors ) I doubt I have brought ſome Quorations, 
enough offenſive to ſome that have more of 
Epicurus than of Teſus Chriſt in their Divinity ; 
and chat {tick at nothing to maintain their Ec- 
clefiaſtieal Monarchy. Put as Mr. Samue! Bolde 
( a Conformiſ# ) hath reported ,-. "That a 
Church-Warden having Preſented a Perſon 
unto the Eccleſiaſtical Corr, one in the Court 
immediately applied himſelf unto the Regiſter, 
ſaying, What do you mean? Yow'll ſpoil all ; for 
this Gentleman s ONE OF US; he will 
ſwear and be Drunk as well as the BEST 
O F US: Say you fo, quoth the Regiſter, 
Then the Caſe is altered ; and immediately cal- 
ling the Church-IVarden, he told him, he was @ 
moſt impudent and wvillanous Rakebel to Preſent fo 
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wor:hy @ Gentleman, and chid him ſharply for 
it, Even fo, when we Monconformilts meet 
with any man who deſires the Reformation of 
the Church, to be carried on by the Reles of 
the LorJ Jeſus Chriſt, as the Piciied men that 
firſt atrempred it, intended it; or, who carries 
che heart of a truc Eny/ſhman in him, for the 
Conſtitution of the State, with the Principles 
which alone can maintain the late- bzppy Re- 
wolution; or who is for Government without 
Slawery, in Spirituals or Temporals ; we mult be 
excuſed if we preſently cry out, Thi, is O N E 
OF US; and though he may be a Conformift, 
yet make bold freely to Quote him as O U R 
OV N, For I do again ay, the difference 
between us will, by a wonderful Work of 
Heaven upon the Nation, be quickly taken 
away ; Ridley and Heoper will quickly ſhake 
Hands ; and our Brethren | for we &r2 Brethren | 
among the Corformable in the Church of 
England, will now- quickly come to peak the 
Language exemplified in the Citations thus 
wade from /c;ne of them : They will ſpeak 
as the Learned Crakenthorp did for the Imitens 
in the former Age, I: De&rina & Fider Oriho- 
doxa profeſſione Di/cordia inter mos nulla; Hie 
integri, m Ritthus © Diſciplind, Diſcrimen fem 
rendum, utrique Scimxs, We are one in Faith, 
and-it's no matter whether we be one in R:te 
or no. Yea, they will ſpeak it in ſo general 
and fo prevailing a Note, That the wicked 
who will be grieved at it, ſhall gnaſh their teeth 
and melt away : Nor ſhall the Sons of Pre- 
cruſtes be able to hinder this Keſ{orgtion of 
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Mankind unto its Liberty. That part of the 
Engliſh Nation which values its true Engliſh Li- 
berty (for which, if the Heavens were Parch- 
ment, cud the Seas were Ink, as the Rebbi ſays, 
they would not ſuffice to write the juſt Praiſes 
of God), I ſay, that part of the Engliſh Na- 
tion, will not much longer permit the trueſt 
Friends of Engliſh Liberty to be ſuppreſſed , 
Abuſed, and Incapacitated, merely to pleaſe 
the Humours of a Fa#iom, who have always 
done all they can to betray that Emngliſh Liber- 
ty. A glorious King will ſet himſelf to put an 
effefFual ſtop unto the Profanity and Immoralit 
which have depraved the K wy ons and he will 
unite the Beſ# People mm. the Nation, to afliſt that 
Beſt of Undertakings. A- Senator invited 
Auguſtus Ceſar unto a Feaſt 5 whereto as the 
Emperor was coming, he heard an horrid 


_ cry of a wretched man, whom he ſaw a Com- 


pany dragging after them : The Emperor de- 
manding the cauſe of that Violence, it was 
anſwered, Their Maſter had Condemned him tothe 
Fiſh-ponds for Breaking a Glaſs which he ſet a 
high Value upon 3 whereupon he Commanded a 
ſtay of the Execution, until he arrived at the 
Houſe of the Senator ; where the Senator 
ſhewed him a Room well furniſhed with Gla/- 
ſes, whereof he Valued ſome at the Price of « 
Province: The Emperor ſaw they were pretty 
things, but he ſaw that they were likely to be 
the cauſe of abundance' of Miſchief, and 
therefore uttering that Expreſſion Better all 
theſe periſh than one mar, he preſently broke them 
al, to Pieces. 

Our 
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Our C#ſfar, and the moſt powerful Friends 
of our Czar, will ſhortly paſs the like 1ighte- 
ous Doom upon thoſe wretched things, which 
by being made the Terms of Commuaim, have 
really proved the Grounds of Separation between 
the Beſ# People im the Nation. Such they have 
really proved, and ſuch they will #11, and ever 
prove, uhtil Men are fo //iſe and Fuft, as to 
take them away : For 'tis truly obſerved by a 
Perſon of no mean conſideration , and of ſome 
Conformity too , That ſhould the Nation be at once 
emptied of one whole Generation of Nonconformiſts, 
fo long as the reading of the Bible is ſuffered, ano- 
ther will unavoidably and immediately ſpring uP. 
Bue when this Day of Coalition ſhall come, it 
will bring on the moſt glorious Times that 
ever aroſe upon. the Engliſh Horizon 3 and 25 
the Curſe of our JESUS willfall, as it hath 
already fallen, upon the Perſons and Houſes 
of them who have afſay'd the- rebuilding of 
the 0/4 Romiſh Fericho , which hath been fo 
far there demoliſhed ; fo in the room thereof 
there ſhall be introduced a New Tern/alem. 
THEN, the Drkes of Edom ſhall be amaz.1. 
And tlat in this Expectation alſo, I may nor 
ſeem -arried away with mere Fanatici/m and 
Enthuſiaſm, 1 will take the leave to make one 
Quotation more from a Conform1b!: Divine : 
'Tis Dr. Drue Creſſener, who in the Year 168-. 
upon the Occaſion of chelate King's Declrratton 
for Liberty of Conſcience, wrote the” following 
words: The preſent Revolutions, I'\look npon 10 
be the beginning of the Preparations for the Uni- 
wverſal Kingdom of Chriſt upon the Earth. What« 


ſoever 
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ſorver others may intend or deſign by the Liberty 
of Conſcience, 1 cannot believe that it will ever 
be recel'd in England as long as the World ſtands. 
The next Tear ſeems in all probability to be @ Tear of 
Wonders, for the Recovery of the Church: ——- And 
I ſend you the News of a continual Increaſe of the 
flouriſhing State of the Church wery ſhortly to begin, 
and to continue unto the End of the World. In fine, 
As the firſt pretended Statute that ever was in 
England, for the Vexing of Chriſtians on the 
account of Religion, by the colour whereof 
the Biſhops committed great Oppreſlions and 
Cruelties, was one that never pals'd the How/e 
of Commons , but the Houſe of Common: in the 
next Parliament , with the concurrence of the 
King, vehemently proteſted againſt it, albeit 
the then Biſbop of London, with the help of the 
other Prelates, found a way unjuſtly to ſuppreſs 
and conceal the Revocation of that pretended 
Statute ; ſo it may be hoped our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt will bleſs the Nation with Parliaments 
that ſhall reſtrain a Corrupt Clergy, not only 
from wexing of Chriſtians on ,the account of 
Religion, but alſo from ſtopping any more the 
progrels of Religion in the Nation. T H E N, 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, concerning E DOM; 
The pride of thine beart hath decerycd thee ; thou 
whoſe babitction is bigh, that ſaith in bis beart, 
Ihe ſhall bring me down to the ground? Tho thou 
exalt thy ſelf as the eagle, and th thou ſet thy neſt 
among the ſtars, thence will I bring thee down, 
ſaith the Lerd, -— Saviours ſhall come upon mount 
* Zion, to judge the mount of Eſau, and the king- 
doms ſhall be the Lords, What ſhall I ſay ? The 
Spire 
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Spirit of Chriſt ſent forth at the Reformation, 
an Hundred and fourſcore Years ago, carried 
back ſome Advice, That the Deluge of Popiſh 
Ignorance, and Wickedneſs, and Wretched- 
neſs , was abated from off the earth. Bur that 
Spirit is going to be again ſent forth, and ir 
will temain here, without leaving this woful 
World, as it hath heretofore done ; for behold, 
The face of the earth will quickly be dry before it. 
Then the Spirit of Chriſt ſhall no longer be re- 
markably diſtinguiſh'd from the Sprrit of rbe 
Church ; and Luther's Complaint ſhall no more 
be made, Sunt nunc homines, magis winditte cu- 
pidi, magis avari, magis ab ommi miſericordia re- 
moti, magis immodeſti, & indiſciplinati, mulioque 
deteriores, quam fuerunt ſub Papatu. 


$. 13. Indeed thoſe Diſpenſations of Hea- 
ven that ſhall bring on the Reformation and the 
Reſurrettion of the European Churches, can be 
no other than Conſtellations of Miracles, Burt 
fear not, O ye Diſciples, whoſe Faith is 
almoſt ſunk in the Storms which threaten to 
overwhelm that Bark which hath the [ncereſts 
of One infinitely greater than Cz/ar in the 
bottom of it: An Lige of Miracles 5 now 
dawning upon the World ; and 


Fluttuat , at menquam mergitur illa yatis. 


Proper Miracl:s were continued in the Church 
of God, for Two or Three Hundred Years 
together , even until the Aniichriſt ian Apoſtacy 
was come on to ſome extremity. And whether 
there 
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there may not be a Return a«& thoſe powers of 
the world to come, when the Apeſftacy ſhall be 
over, is known urito the Lord of that world, 
| Such 41rracles have been lately wrought, more 
than ewo or three of chem, in the City of 
Londen, as well as elſewhere : Perſons who 
have had their Limbs miſerably disjointed, 
Perſons that have had inveterate Palſies, incu- 
rable Fiftulzes, deſperate Lepreſies; theſe Per- 
ſons, as they have been reading the Ancient 
Miracles of our Lord Jefus Chriſt , the Spirit 
of Chriſt hath wenderluily given them the 
Faith of his doing the like for them ; and be- 
hold ! they have to the aſtoniſhmentzof Man- 
kind, been by the like Mcrracles pertealy and 
preſently recover'd out of all their Maladies. 
If che Relations and Evidences that we have 
of thele Great Things had not been inconeeſta- 
He, I would not have mention'd them ; Now 
ſay I, That the Lord's Name ( thatis, bis Chriſt ) 
is mear, bis wondrous works declare, | make no 
doubt that theſe may be Symbelical Repreſen- 
cations and Exhibicions of the Great Things 
which the Mcrraculows Providence of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is going to do for his People in the 
World. Aiter a very dcliberate Meditation 
and Inquitition upon the Divine Oracles, and 
after urmo't Application to thoſe Methods by 
which one nay arrive to any wderſtanding in 
the Times, 1 Go bumily athrm, That we may 
underſtand by Books the Number of Years allotted 
for the Church's lying under its Deſolations, to 
be very near unto its Accompliſhment. And 
this Book of mine dozs now appear among 
you, 
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you , ye faithful People of God, with Good 
Tidings of great Toy , even the Tidings of a 
REVOLUTION anda REFOR- 
M A TIO N at the very Deor, which will 
be vaſtly more wonderful than any of the De- 
liverances yet ſeen by the Church of God from 
the beginning of the World. Yea, if this 
Rook were capable of carrying the Advice as 
far as the Voice of the Seventh Apocalyprical 
Trumpet ( which we way be ſure muſt /aund 
quickly ) ſhall be extended, it ſhould carry this 
Advice, The Kingdom of God is at hand, The 
preciſe Year for the great Rewo/ution, I do not 
pretend ſo much as to conjefwre; but that the 
Time is at band , 1 venture to utter as a thing 
beyond Conjefture. We all know , Gloricns 
things are ſpoken of thee, O thou city of God ! I 
ſay not that theſe things will come on without 
ſuch horrible Commoticns, and Concuflions, 
and Contuſions 5 that mens bearts every where 
ſhall fail them for fear, and for legking after thoſe 
things which are coming on theearth, "The mighty 
Angel: of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will make 
their deſcent , and ſet the World a trembling 
at the Approaches of their Almighty Lord : 
They will ſhake Churches, and ſhake Nations, 
and ſhake Empires , and ſhake mighty King- 
doms, and ſhake once more not Earth only, but 
Heaven alſo. And the Great SI/ O R D fore- 
told by Latantins, to fall from Heaven to Earth, 
when the Lord of the Celeſtial Armies is at band, 
will fill both Pages of all Gazerres with Armies, 
and Campaigns, and Siepes, and borrendous De- 
ſolations. But this is ro bs expected, Thar 
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th: Day is at band, when the kingdoms of ths 
world fhill b:come the kingdoms of eur Lord, and 
of his Chriff : Even tne Day when Rome, with 
all its Unrefurmable Adherents and Supporters, 
will not only ſce fulfill'd the Prophecy of her 
own Iſh Malachi, Civitas Septi-collis «iructur , 
& judex tremendus judic.tbit populum ſuum ; but 
ſhall alſo ſuffer all the Plagaes threatned her in 
a more ſure word of prophecy, And ſhall not an 
early and an happy Share in the Holy Changes 
that aze coming upon the World, be enjoy'd 
by Great Britain, the Iſland which was irra- 
diated with the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſeveral Years b:fore the chicfeſt Pre- 
tenders of St. Pzter's being at Rome, durlt pro- 
poſe his Arrival there, even according to the 
Aſlertion of the Ancient Gildas , Tempore ut 
Seimus [urmmno Tiberii Caſaris , Radios ſuos primum 
indulget, id cit, precepts , Cihriſtus: We know 
Chriſt granted his Rays to this Land firſt, in 
the latter end of T;berins Ce{ar , whoſe laſt 
Year was the Thirty ſeventh of our Lord? 
There is no lictle rea/on to be given for [uch an 
bore. The Omniporent Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
manages the [/:s as a wery lutle thing , even as 
a Man docs the Sp:r:le in his Mouth [ for fo 
the Seventy render that Patllage ] giving it 
whatever Turn, and whatever Caf he pleaſeth, 
hath marvelious Things to do in Great Britain; 
yea , upon thole Ilznds his people ſhall renew 
their ſfreng:b ; and the unreaſonable and Schil- 
matical 'T E S T S that have enfeebled them, 
will be taken off. Now as Judas Maccabeax, 
after the Prophanation of th: Afo/zical San- 
ctuary 
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uary by Antiochus | who ſome {ſay was the 
firſt that ever invaded Liberty of Conſcience, and 
I add, a Type of the 'Laft ; } for Twelve bun- 
dred and fixty Natural Days, then ſpent They 
Days in the Purification of the Temple, and 
ſpent Forty frve Days more to prepare all things 
or the Dedication of it; fo 'tis not improba- 
ble, that when-the Twelve hundred and ſix'y 
Years of Antichrift are out, there may go ſome 
Years to ſweep and cleanſe the Church of ma- 
ny wrong thizgs that are crept into it ; and* 
then comes the End, which bleſſed is be that «+ 
waits and comes unto. But the Days of Purifica- 
tion are haſtning upon the Church , wherein 
the Temple will be /wept and clean/ed frum the 
things that have hitherto defiled it ; and tho” 
there ſhould then be found in England particu- 
larly, any conſiderable Perſons guilty of Fe- 
rom's fault, who undertook the Patronage of 
the Abuſes in the beginning of the Fifth Cn 
tury , againſt which Vigulanins appeared , and 
who beltow'd the name of Dorm: amis, wich 
other baſe and bad Language upon that Man 
of God ; yet ſuch wigilant Servants of God, as 
become vigorous Reformers of the Abuſes now 
prevailing, ſhall be gloriouſly proſpered. Sirs! 
You are not now to be difſcourag'd with an 
Abi in cellam , & dic, milerere mei Deus : "Tis 
Time for you to bs at work, even at the Work of 
publiſhing to the Church of God, thoſe Prin- 
ciples of Evangelical Truth, whereto it ſhould 
be more conformed. Lit the Witneſſes of our 
Lord, who have hitherto been Preaching un- 
der the Cref, now ſet themſelves to extgaordi- 

H nary 
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nary Prayer, with Faſting, like the Devotions 
of Daniel before the Lord ; and in the folemn- 
eſt way often reſigning themſelves up to the 
Hely Spirit of God, that being poſſeſſed by 
him, they may be fitted for, and uſed in the 
moſt eminent Services : Let them then (tudy 
what Services they would have the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt at his coming, find them engaged in. 
You are going to drop off your Sackclorb, ye 
Elijabs ; the Old Cloaths of the Wilderneſs will 
be taken from you ſooner than you are aware ; 
and you ſhall have the garment of praiſe for the 
ſpirit of heawineſs. 

If Luther, with the other Heroes of his 
Time, had been —_— that the Time ap- 
pomred for making better and hotter Batteries 
than thoſe which Huff and others had an Hun- 
dred Years before made upon the Remiſh Ba- 
bylon, was come on, what Security would have 
been added unto their Magnanimity ? 


E/! wentura Dies , Roma que ſubruat Arces ; 
Jam quaſſe nutant Turres, Lapſumque minantur. 
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The Conformiſts Reaſons for 
bearing and joining with the 
Nonconformiſts. 


HE fame Reaſons which oblige 

Perſons to hear and join with 
us, oblige us alſo co take all Op- 
portunities of hearing and join- 
ing with the Nonconformiſts, they being Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, having due Call and Autho- 
rity from him to preach the Goſpel. The 
Church hath real need of their Labours, their 
Miniſtry is hated by Satan and his Inſtru- 
ments z they are duly ſubje&t to the higher 
Powers, and are protected by the Law of the 
Land in the courſe of their Miniſtry, and are 
a conſiderable pare of that ſame Church of 
_—_ which His preſene Majeſty under God 
is Supreme Governor of, according to the old 
Oath of Supremacy, and the 37:45 Article of 
the Church of England. 

2. Thoſe Words of our Saviour's take place 
here ; He that 14 not againſt us, 1s 01 our part, 
Mark 9. 49. The Nonconiormiſts r:«/ly are 
not againſt us, therefore they are on our pare. 
The Scope and Drift of their Miniſtry is to 
H 2 wn 
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win Souls, not to this or that Se, but to 
Chriſt ; co teach them their Duty to God, 
and ro His preſent Majeſty, as ſole Supreme 
under God, and the common Center of Ca- 
cholick Unity in theſe Nations. They are 
truly tender of our, Miniſtry , rejoice in our 
Labours, and in the Gifts and Graces of able 
and faichful Conformiſts , rebuke Backbicers 
and Vilifyers of our Miniſtry; and as they 
have opportunity , ſome of them hear and 
join with us and our Churches. 

3. In the time of the late King Fames the 
Church of England did confeſs its Error in 
being ſevere to the Nonconformiſts. This is 
plain from a certain Pamphlet publiſhed in the 
late King's Reign, entituled, A Letter to 8 
Diſſenter, upon occaſion of his Majeſty's late graci- 
ores Declaration of Indulgence. The Words there- 
of, page 8, are theſe following ; The Church of 
England convinced of its Error im being ſevere to 
ou; the Parliament , whenever it meeteth , will 
ſure be gentle 10 you; the next Heir bred m the 

nirey which you bave / often quoted for a Pa- 
thn of Indulgence: A general Agreement of all 
:binking Men, that we muſt no more cut our ſelves 
off from the Proteſtants abroad, but rather enlarge 
the Fowndations upon which we are to build our 
Deferces againſt the common Enemy ; ſo that in 
truth all things ſeem to conſpire to give you Eaſe 
end Satisefattiom, &c. This is to be looked up- 
on as the general Senſe of the Conforming 
Nobilicy, Gentry, Commonalty, and Clergy, 
un the time of the late King's Reign : for 1o 
really it was, as is well known. Now yo 
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the Church of England doth confeſs its Error 
towards the Diſſenters, and to have erred nct 
in ſome Night and trivial Matters, but in Mat- 
ters t5uching the Foundation; and fſces a ne» 
ceflity of enlarging its Foundations, and con- 
ſequently of taking in the Nonconformilts, 
and making them conſtituent Parts of the 
Church with her ſelf. Either then the Non- 
conformiſts are upon one and the ſame Foun- 
dation with our Lives, or they deſerve to be ; 
and it is through no fault of theirs that they 
are not: Being upon the ſame Foundation, 
we cannot be againſt their Miniſtry and Meer 
ings, but we muſt needs be againſt our ow::; 
and overthrow the Common Proteſtant 
Cauſe, Religion, and Intereſt in this Nation, 
and conſequently in all other Nations and 
Countries, what in us lies; and in being for 

their Miniſtry, we are for our own. 
4+ Theſe Scriptures ſer together, prove it a 
Duty, viz. Hear, and your ſoul ſhall live, Ia. 5 5.2. 
Iihere two or three are gathered tegether in my 
name, there am [ in the mid[t of them, Mat. 18. 20, 
l charge thee before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
preach the word, be inſtant im ſeaſon, out of ſea/on, 
2 Tim. 4. 1,2. Thowgh I be free from all men, 
get bawe I made my ſelf ſervant unto all, that 1 
might gain the more: And unto the fews I be- 
came as a Few, that | might gain the Fews ; te 
them that are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might gain them that are under the law ;; to 
them that are without law, as without lab, ( be« 
ng not without law to God, but under the law to 
Chrif ) that I might gain them that are without 
H p4 law : 
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law : To the week became I as weak, that I might 
gain the weak. I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means ſave ſome: find this 1 
do for the goſpel's ſake, x Cor. 9. 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23. 

5. The Communion of Saints is a principal 
Part of the Catechiſm, and of the common 
Creed-of Chriſtendom ; it is a Fundamental in 
rrue Religion, molt frequently repeated in all 
Conforming Congregations. Now we do 
not duly believe and praQtiſe this Fundamen- 
tai, unleſs we hear and join with the Non- 
conforming Brethren in the Word, and Prayer, 

1 Sacraments, as we have Call and Oppor- 
runity, they being viſible Saints, and there 
heing nothing in their way of Worſhip, but 
what is either laudable or tolerable: God 
doth own and approve their Miniſtry and 
Meetings, and is graciouſly preſent with them. 


Objections Anſwered, 


Obj. 1. The Diſlenters refuſe Subjeion to 
the Governors of the Church of Eng/and, and 
therefore it cannot be ſafe for us to hear and 
join with them. An/w. This is plainly not 
true; for under God His preſent Majeſty is 
ſole Supreme Governor of the Church of Eng 
land, ruling all Eſtates according to Laws 
enacted by common Conſent in Parliament z 
witnels the old Oath of Supremacy, and the 
37th Article of the Church of England, in 
theſe words, The Ki'g's Majeſty hath the chief 
Power im thi: Realm of England , and other hs 
Dominions. 
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Dominions. Unto whom , the chief Government 
of all Eftates of this Realm , whether they be Ec- 
cleſiaftical or Civil, in all Cauſes doth appertain, 
and 1s not, nor ought to be [ubjeth to any Foreirn 
Turiſdiftion. "The Diſſenting Miniſters gene- 
rally ſubſcribe this Article ; and ir is notorious 
that they are duly ſubje& to His preſent Ma- 
jelty, pray heartily for him, pay Taxes, bear 
all legal rges, and arc more uprighe and 
cordial to the preſent Government, than many 
of the Conformiſts are, If you deny His 
preſent Majeſty to be chief, Governor cf the 
Church of England, you then bring in the Pa- 
pacy, and unhinge the Government. 


Obj. 2. Though the King be Supreme Go- 
vernor by the Sword, yet Biſhops are Supreme 
Governors of the Church of England by the 
Word. Anſw. Biſhops have no Authoricy but 
what is miniſterial and ſubordinate, and there- 
fore they cannot be Supreme Governors : 
They are under Law to God, and they are 
under Law to the King as God's Vicegerent. 
If you *- 3 them Supreme Governors of the 
Church of England, you ſuppoſe them Popes, 


chat is, Antichriſtian Prelates, exalting them- 
ſelves above God, and above the King his 
Vicegerent. Abiathar the High-Prieſt was not 
Superior<o, nor Co-ordinate with King Solc- 
mon, but his SubjeRt, and therefore for his 
Crime was juſtly depoſed by him, and Zadock 
put in his room. 


H 4 Ob; 


I2z0 The Conformiſts Reaſcns for 


O5j. 3. The Diſſenting Miniſters have not 
jaſt and valid Ordination, as being Ordained 
by meer Presbyters without a Biſhop. Anſw. 
God hath no where declared that there cannot 
be juſt and valid Ordination without a Biſhop, 
and therefore the contrary Doctrine muſt 
needs be Erroneous. Accordingly all true 
Proteſtants own and approve Ordination by 
Presbyters without a Biſhop, ( as is uſed in 
the Dutch, Helyetian, French, and New-Eng- 
land Churches ) to be juſt and valid, and not 
defe&ive in any thing abſolutely neceſſary. 
The Church of Erglond doth not a'low the 
Ordination of Presbyters by a Biſhop only, 
without the preſence and concurrence of co- 
aſiſtane Presbyters, who do equally Impoſe 
Hands with the Biſhop : And the Presbyteri- 
ans do not allow Ordination by all Presbyters 
promiſcuouſly, but only by Senior Presbyters, 
ſuch as for their Age , Experience, Gravity, 
Wiſdom , Miniſterial Ability and Fidelity , 
and exemplary Vertues, are Heads and Chief 
Men among them, and a kind of Fathers to 
the Younger Sort, The principal _ in a 
Miniſter of Chriſt, is not External Ordinati- 
on, but Miniſterial Ability and Fidelity ; Ex- 
ternal Ordination is not principal but ſubſer- 
vient: And where is Miniſterial Ability and 
Fidelity, with the conſent and liking of the 
People, and the protection and countenance 
or permiftion of the Magiſtrate, with Impoſi- 
tion of Hands, and Faſting and Prayer b 
>enior Miniſters of known Wiſlom, Gravi- 

ty, 
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ry, Piety, and exemplary Vertue and Ability ; 
either this is juſt and valid Ordination, or 
there is no ſuch thing as Ordination, neither 
can it be declared what it is. Now this is the 
Ordination in uſe among the Diſſenters. And 
indeed able and faithful Presbyters are, ac- 
cording to Scripture-phraſe, Biſhops ; A#s 20. 
17, 28. Phil, 1. 1. 1Pet. 5. 1. 


Obj. 4. We who are Conforming Miniſters 
cannot hear and join with the Nonconfor- 
milts without breach of our Oath of Cano- 
nical Obedience to the Ordinary. An/w. That 
Oath binds us but to obey the Ordinary in 
things lawful and honeſt : And to hear and 
join with the Nonconformiſts as we have op- 
portunity, is neither againſt Law nor Honeſty, 
but rather Jaudable, pleaſing to God, profita- 
ble ro the Soul, and the true way of Peace. 
The Ordinacy is not Supreme. but an Officer 
appointed by the King and State touching 
Church-matrers, he is under Law to God, 
and to the King and State: If he enjoin or 
forbid us any thing contrary to Law, we owe 
him no Obedience. Our Oath to him binds 
us to no new Duty, but only binds us more 
ſtritly co do what we had been bourd by the 
Law to do, in caſe we had not taken that 
Oath. The ſame Supreme Authority which 
makes the Ordinary, and gives him limited 
Power over us, doth declare in the Preamble 
of the late Ac for Toleration, that the Liber- 
ty now enjoyed by the Nonconformilts, way 
be an iffeFal means to unite His Maje/fy's Pro» 
reſt ant 
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teſtant Subjefts in Intereſ® and Aﬀettion. Now 
our hearing and joining with the Nonconfor- 
miſts, is a countenancing of them, and of 
their preſent Liberty , and conſequently it 
tendeth to the Union of Proteſtants in In- 
tereſt and Aﬀection, in the Judgment of che 
King, and of both Houſes of Parliament , 
and conſequently of the Ordinary himſelf ; 
for by the Ordinary is meant the Biſhop of 
the Dioceſs, who is one of the Houſe of 
Lords, and fo hath a hand in making the 
Law. How can we diſobey the Biſhop by 
hearing and joining with thoſe Men, unto 
whom the Biſhop himſelf, as a Member of 
the Houſe of Lords, doth by his conſent to 
the At of Parliament, give free Liberty, as 
an effeqtual means of uniting Proteſtants in 
Intereſt and Aﬀecion, and exempteth them 
from all Penalties, and from being proſecuted 
in any Eccleſiaſtical Court, for or by reaſon 
_ — to the Church of Eng- 
7 


Obj. 5. The Notconformiſts are againſt all 
Church-Government by Biſhops; and there 
can be no Church without a Biſh p. Anſw; 
The Nonconformiſts are not againſt al) 
Church-Government by Biſhops , for they 
have long defired that famous Archbiſhop 
Uſher's Model of Church-Government by 
Biſhops and Presbyters might be eſtabliſhed 
among us. But hitherto they could not ob- 
tain it, for there are a Party of Men in the 
Nation, ſome Clergy and ſome Laity, by 


Pro- 
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Profeflion Proteſtants, whom the Piety and 
Moderation of ſuch Biſhops as Biſhop Uſber 
and Biſhop Hal!, doth greatly offend, and can 
by no means pleaſe. A limited Epiſcopacy 
the Nonconformiſts generally are nor againſt ; 
try and ſee if they will not accept and wil- 
lingly Conform to Archbiſhop Uſher's Model. 
That there may be a Church without a Bi- 
ſhop, is plain from the Dutch, Helvetian, Pro- 
reſtant French Churches, and thoſe in New- 
England, There is alſo the univerſal Church 
on Earth, and yet no one univerſal Paſtor 
and Biſhop on Earth. The Pope indeed claims 
to be ſo, but for that he is by Proteſtants juſtly 
charged with Antichriſtian Pride and Ambi- 
tion, There is alſo the Church of Frglnd, 
as Compriſing all the Chriſtian People in Eng- 
land ; but no ane Man is univerſal Biſhop to 
all the Chriſtian People in Eel, nor are 
all the Biſhops put together Goverors of the 
Church of Znglend, but they are ſubje&t to 
the King, and Governed by Laws made by 
the King and Parliamenap as hath been de- 
clared ; and therefore it is not true that there 
can be no Church wichour a Biſhop. The 
Church conſiſteth by Chriſtian Faith, Hope, 
and Love, not as excluſive of Paſtors and Mi- 
niſters, but as ſuppoſing ard including them 
as God's Inſtruments for begetting and finiſh» 
ing theſe heavenly Graces: And nothing hin- 
ders but that able and faithful Presbyters may 
be inſtrumental in God's Hands for begetting 
and finiſhing theſe heavenly Graces in thou- 
ſands of Souls, yea and much better mn 
ome 
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ſome Biſhops, ſuch as either cannot, or will 
not Labour in the Word and Dodtrine ; Po- 
piſh Biſhops, who are Idolaters , and ſuch 
= as ſeek themſelves and not the things of 


Ohbj. 6. The Nonconformiſts have no Ce- 
remonies in their way of Worſhip. An/w. 
Yes, but they have two Ceremonies of God's 
own Ordaining, Baptiſm and the Inſtitution 
of Bread and Wine; and if God had not 
thought theſe two cnough, he could eaſily 
have Ordained more; but he thought good to 
Ordain no more, and it muſt needs be a wiſe 
and ſafe way to keep to God's Ordinance. 


Obj. 7, The Nonconformiſts have no pub- 
lick Liturgy, that is, no ſtinted Form of Pub- 
lick Prayer gnd Adminiſtration of Sacraments. 
nſw. You will give the Miniſter leave to 
chuſe his Text, and compoſe and methodiſe 
his Sermon ; Why can you not alſo leave him 
to perform the other part of Miniſterial Of- 
lice , reſpeting Prayer , Thankſgiving , and 
the Sacraments, by a ſtinted Form or not, as 
he himſelf is beſt able and thinks moſt meet ? 
It his Words be grave, ſound, ſcriptural, pi- 
ous, ſuited to common Edification , though 
not to each ones Fancy, your Duty is to mind 
your Heart, to purify that from Pride and 
carnal Prejudice, and evil Thoughts, and af- 
feionately to concur and join in all the Ser- 
vice, and be thankful. Ir is very deſirable 
that all Miniſters were of ſuch Abilities, and 
at 
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at all times fo prompt and full, as'to need no 
ſtinted Form in publick ; lee thoſe who are fo 
able, not be abridged of their Liberty beyond 
their @wn Choice and Chriſtian Prudence. 
The Nonconformiſts keep ro Chriſt's own 
Words in the AR of Baptiſm, and they re- 
cite the Words of Chriſt touching the Lord's 
Supper, and they keep to a tinted Form in 
Singing Pſalms, and they read God's own 
Word in their Afeemblies; and if they be 
able to Preach, they are able to Pray, and to 
ſuit their Prayer to the Edification of that 
People over whom they are ſet, and to whom 
they Miniſter. And therefore this can be no 
juſt Exception ; they think they have much 
more reaſon to except againſt our way, as be- 
ing coo much in [tinted Forms. 


Obj. 8. We who are Conformilſts, cannot 
hear and join with the Nonconformiſts with- 
out condemning our own way. Anſw. It 
doth not follow, that becauſe our Way is 
good, therefore their Way is not good; for 
as to external Modes, and Forms, and Things 
circumſtantial , Siſter-Churches, and Neigh- 
bour-Congregations may differ, and yet both 
be good and lawful. Twenty Miniſters at 
the fame time in diſtant Congregations may 
hit upon the ſame Text, and deliver the ſame 
ſubſtantial Dodrine, agd yet their Words and 
Method and Compoſure may wonderfully 
vary, and all may be good and uſeful, and 
God more gloritied by ſuch Variety, than 
otherwiſe. Moſt conforming Congregations 


have * 
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have no Organs ; ſome have ; muſt therefore 
one of the two neceſſarily be bad and damna- 
ble? The Churches in Holland, the Churches 
in Vdweria and Geneva, the Churches in Den- 
ma, and in New-England, the Proteſtant 
French Churches, have different Wa#s , and 
Modes, and Forms , as to external Worſhip. 
If one be good , muſt we therefore condemn 
all the reſt as ſinful 2 What is ſinful and for- 
bidden by God, we may in no wiſe conform 
to ; but what is neither preciſely commanded, 
nor preciſely forbidden by God, may be done 
or not done, according as Chriſtian Prudence 
ſhall dictate to be moſt convenient : In ſuch 
Caſes and Matters we are after the Example 
of St. Paw! to be all things to all Men; and if 
we come to an Epiſcopal Church, do as they 
do; it we come to a Presbyterian Church, 
do as they do ; according as Ambroſe adviſed 
Avguſtine, Ad quancungue eccleſtam weneris, ejus 
morem ſera, fi, &c. To what Church ſoever 
chou ſhalt come, obſerve irs way and manner, 
if thou would(ſt neicher offend others, nor have 
others to offend thee. 


Obj. 9. If the Nonconformiſts will preach 
in the Church, I will readily hear chem ; bue 
to hear them in Barns and privare Houſes, and 
the like places, I will not, I am againſt it. 
Anſw, We eannot follow a better Pattern than 
Chriſt: Now he preached nor only in the 
Temple and Synagogue, but in private Hou- 
ſes, and ſomerimes upon a Mountain, and by 
the Sea-lide out of a Ship, the People ſtanding 

upon 
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ing to more or fewer in any convenient place 
ſuitable to the Occaſion. The places in which 
the Nonconformiſts preach, ſome cf them are 
goodly Edifices, ſome of them are publick 
Chappels, the meaneſt of them are not natu- 
rally indecent, they beſt ſuic witch cheir Cir- 
cumſtances ; and being graciouſly preſens 
with them, the places where they alſemble 
muſt needs be the Howſe of God, and the Gate of 
Heaven, Gen. 28. 10, to 18, Get them free 
leave to exerciſe their Miniſtry in the Chur- 
ches, and they will willingly quit their Barns 
and other places; but if you exclude them 
from the Churches, you neceflicate them to 
= in other places; and by valuing the 

ord for the fake of the Place, rather than 
the Place for the ſake of the Word, yau de- 
clare that indeed you do not truly value God's 
Word. As it was no Shame to Chriſt & be 
born in a Stable, nor to his Virgin-Mother, be- 
cauſe it was not their Sin bur their Calamity, 
but all the Shame was to thoſe that thruſt them 
into the Stable: fo ic is no Shame for God's 
Miniſters and People to worſhip him in. a 
Barn, when they have no ficter Place to wor- 
ſhip God in 5 but the Shame is to thoſe that 
might allow them better Places to worſhip 
God in, and will not, but thruſt them into a 
Barn, and then make that a Cloak for their 
not hearing and joining with chem. 


Pe Obj. 10, Thers 
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Obj. 10. There is no need of the Noncon- 
formiſts Preaching, it doth more hurt than 
good, it may better be ſpared, the Conformiſt 
Miniſters are full enow for the People of this 
Land. Anſw. I confeſs that if all Places 
throughout the Nation were ſupplied by able 
and faithful Conforming Miniſters, as ſome 
are, there would not be {ſuch need of the Non- 
conformiſts Preaching as now there is ; but it 
is maniteſt co all diſcerning and impartial Chri- 
ſtians, that though there 15 no want of Mini- 
ſters, vet there is great need of able, holy, pow- 
erful, painful and exemplary Miniſters in all 
the Dioceſſes of England ; and pious Confor- 
miſts and Nonconformiſts Miniſters have need 
of each others Labours, and the more humble 
and faithfu! they are, the more ſenſible of it. 
Never to this day did the Church over-abound 
with able and faithful Preachers, nor will to 
the end of the World, while the Followers of 
Cain and Abel remain in the World, and many 
are called, but few choſen. Good Biſhop Hall 
would uſe to fay, You may as well complain 
of too many Stars in the Firmament, as of too 
many good Preachers in a County. 


Obj. 11. The late Ad of Toleration doth 
only tolerate the Nonconformiſt Meetings, it 
doth not approve them. Anſv, It is plain from 
the Preamble of the AR, that it permits them 
as an effettus! means to unite ther Majeſties Prote- 
ſtant Subjetts in Intereſt and Aﬀettion; and there- 

tore 
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fore it muſt needs approve them. For nothing 
that is not _=_ and laudable, and worthy to 
be approved, can be an effe&ual means of uni- 
ting Proteſtants in Intereſt and Aﬀection; fo 
that the Nonconformiſts have as true Right to 
their places by the Law of the Land, as the 
Conformilts have to theirs, they are both alike 
under His Majeſties Proteftion, and do alike 
ſtand or fall with Him and His Govern- 
ment ; their Religion is one, they have the 
ſame common Enemy, and are like to be hap- 
py or miſerable, ſtrong or weak, according as 
they unite in God and His preſent Majeſty, or 
do not unite. 


Obj. 12/ The Diſſenting Meetings are not 
true viſible Churches of Chriſt. A»/w. The 
19th Article of the Church of England declares 
the wiſible Church of Chriſt to be a Congregation of 
faithful Men, in woich the pure Word of God s 
preached, and the Sacramems be duly miniſtred ac- 
cording to Chriſt” s Ordinance, in all thoſe things 
that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. Now 
the Diſſenting Meetings are viſibly ſuch Con- 
gregarions, and theretore it is impoſhibie chat 
they ſhould be heretical, ſchiſmacical, ard lack- 
ing in any thing neceſſary to che bzing of true 
vilible Churches of Chriſt. If we deny them 
to be trne viſible Churches of Chriſt, we ſhall 
not be able to prove the Conformiſt Churches 
true vilible Churches of Chrilt ; for my part I 
am nor able, and I deſpair to fee ic folidly and 
{riprucally proved by any other. 


I Obj, 13. 
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Obj. 13. Conforming and Nonconforming 
Churches are contradictorily oppolite, as Lighe 
and DarknefG. Chrift and Belial, Heaven and 
Heil, and therefore both cannot be true 
Churches. A». Such as conform to God's 

Vord, and ſuch as do not conform to God's 
Viord in the Subſtance and Foundation of Re- 
ligion, are contradictorily oppoſite, as Heaven 
and Hell, the Church of God and the Syna- 
pogus of Satan ; but they who equally con- 
orm to God s Law in the Subſtance and Foun- 
dation of Religion, and differ but about cir- 
cumſtancial things enjoined by Man's Law, 
though really and for the main they be both 
Contormiſts, yet verbally and ſecundum quid 
they differ as Conformiſts and Nonconformilts ; 
therefore the grand difference is not between 
Conforming and Nonconforming Proteſtants, 
but between godly and ungodly Proteſtants, 
whether Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts. As 
for godly Men Conformifts and Nonconfor- 
miſts, they can bear with one another, and re- 
joice in each others Labours, and ſincerely 
though not perfectly deny themſelves, and mind 
and ſeek the things of Chriſt, and advance his 
Kingdom ; bur it is unregenerate, ungodly, 
Self-lecking, Saint-hating, ſenſual and worldly 
Men, whether Conformilts or Nonconformiſts, 
that are the Plague of the Church, and Satan's 
chict Agents. 


Obj. 1. It is fitter that the Nonconformiſts 
come cvyer to us than we to them; we by yield- 
ing 
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ing to them ſhall harden them in their ſinful 
Nonconformity, and ſhall diſplcaſe our own 
Side, and not gain our Enemy. An/v. Þe it 
ſuppoſed that Nonconformity is a Sin, will ir 
therefore follow that we are not to do our 
Duty to God and them; and all that in vs lies 
ſeek the Peace of the Church and the Publick 
Good ? Rigid Conformiſts confeſs the Points 
ſcrupled by Nonconformiſls, to be in their 
own nature indifferent, neither commanded 
nor forbidden by God, and that the Church 
may well be without them: Moderate Confor- 
miſts confeſs the Church might better be with- 
out them, if all both Rulers and Pcople could 
be ſo content: but Nonconformiſts judge ſome 
of the things co be flatly ſinful. Now on whom 
doth it hie to yield They retaining their own 
Principles, cannot yicld and come over to us; 
we retaining our own Principles, may come 
over to them, and join with them in the Word, 
and Prayer, and Sacraments, as we have Call 
and Opportunity ; and in fo doing, we gain 
them ſo far as it lies in us to gain tht ; we 
pleaſe God, which is Motive ſufficient, and 
cannot but have a good end and effet. If 
they make an ill uſe of our Condeſcenſion, 
that is their Sin, for which they muſt anſwer 
to God, who will not fail to accept and rc- 
ward our gbod Deed : and if Contormiſts be 
diſpleaſed with us for doing our duty, ſhall we 
therefore deſiſt from it? The queſtion is not, 
whether they ſin in not conforming ? bur al- 
lowing to each other their different Thoughts 
and Opinions about Conformity, what is the 

7 I 2 duty 
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duty of both ſides as to mutual Peace and Con- 
cord ? They are ſo prudent as in the courſe of 
their Miniſtry to inſiſt upon thoſe Points in 
which both ſides agree, as being ſufficient for 
Edification ; and therefore we may ſafely join 
with them in publick Church-duties as we have 
occaſion , without receding from our own 
Principles, without breaking any Law divine 
or humane ; and therefore it will lie at our 
door if we do not; we fin againſt one Arti- 
cle of Faith, The Communion of Saints. 


Obj. 15. The Nonconformiſts preaching is 
generally Myſtical, Enthuſiaſtical, and Calvi- 
niſtical, therefore T care not to hear them. 
Anſw. You mean (I ſuppoſe) they preach up 
the Dodrines of Original Sin, Regeneration, 
and Myſtical Union with Chriſt, ec. I wiſh 
we did preach more on ſuch Subje&ts, which 
are ſo neceſſary in order to Salvation, and 
which come more home to the Conſcience ; 
whereas that which we call Rational and Inge- 
nioxs, does only aftet the Fancy ; the truth is, 
too many of us preach up Seneca more than we 
do St. Paul. 


Obj. 16. Can you give an inſtance, an 
example of what you preſs and exhort to? 
Anſw. Yes, a famous one recorded in the Har- 
mony of Confeflions of three Parties of Pro- 
teſtants in Poland, ſome following the Auguſtan 
Confeſſion, ſome following the Helvetian Con- 
feſlion, and ſore following the Bobemian 
Confeſſion ; and being ſenſible of the evil ans 
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ſad effets of their Diviſions, the leading Men 
of each Party came to an Agreement as to 
Dorine and Points of Faich, and permitted 
to one another diverſity in Rites and external 
Modes, and ſo became one, and did preach, 
and pray, and communicate with one ano- 
ther, and did greatly flouriſh in the midſt of 
Popiſh Adverſaries and Arian Hereticks, and 
Enemies of all forts. See for this Corpus Cone 
feſſ. par. 1. pag. 163. par. 2. pag. 215. Parei Ire- 


mic, cap. 17. 


Obj. 17. A downright and thorow Con- 
formiſt I love, a downright Nonconformiſt I 
can fence my ſelf againſt, and do not much 
fear nor care for : but a doubting Conformilt, 
neither Fiſh nor Fleſh, halting berween God 


W and Baa, and true to no fide, I cannot en- 


dure; the Church is in moſt danger from ſuch, 
from ſuch good Lord deliver us. An{w. You 
do well to be againſt Double-mindedneſs and 
Hypocriſy, and halting between God and 
Baal; | pray ſtick to this Principle, and be 
for no Side, for no Se& and Party againſt im- 
partial Truth and Godlineſs, and permit me 
and others to ſerve you, and both Confor- 
* miſts and: Nonconformiſts in Love ; and all 
that lies in us to live peaceably with all Men, 
and to be one with God, and all good Men 
againſt the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. 
Remember the Communion of Saints is an 
Article of Faith twice repeated in Conforming 
Churches each Lord's Day, and at other times. = 
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et us all agree to prattiſe this one Article of 
Faith impartially, and it will heal all our 
Breaches and Diviſions : I preſs no one to go 
againſt his own Principles and the Dictate of 
his Conſcience, but only in times of great Di- 
viſion, and of many Sets and Parties, and 
contrary Ways and Intereſts, to be an impar- 
tial Chriſtian, and to abound in_ holy Love 
and Self-denial, and true Zeal for the Peace 
of God's Church in this Nation, and for the 
publick Good. Certainly St. Pau! did well in 
circumciling Timothy, Atts 16. 3. and yet elſe- 
where he counts Circumcition a weak and beg- 
garly Element, Gal.4.9. and tells the Galatians, 
If ye be circumciſed. Chriſt ſhall fot you nothing, 
Gal. <.2. Was therefore St. Paw neither Fiſh nor 
Fielh, but a double-minded Hypocrite ? Judge 
not according to Appearance, but according 
to Truth : have love to your Country, value 
Perſons by their inſides, 


Let us remember the Day of Judgment, lo- 
vingly converſe with our Proteſtant Brethren, 
not be ſtrange to them, ſerve them in Love ; 
rejoice that Chriſt is preached, Souls faved and 
edified, and Satan confounded by the Miniſtry 
of Proteſtant Conformiſts and Nonconformilts. 
Long for the . good Day when all Set-names 
ſhall be aboliſhed, and till that can be, let us 
really and indeed be one in Love; embrace 
the Nonconformilts as dear Brethren in Chriſt, 
make them freely welcome to preach in our 
Pulpits, encourage our People to hear ny 

; an 


and hear and join with them our ſzlves as we 
have Opportunity, and thank them for their 
Labours, and wiſh them all good Succeſs, and 
extend our Charity to ſuch of them as need, 
and in all things conform our ſelves to the 
Example of Chriſt. To him be Glory for 
ever, Amen. 


